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Husseini: 
■ijio deal 
without 
Jerusalem 

OunUbed agency iU q i a lrh M 

PARIS — The head of Palesti- 
nian negotiators at Arab-braeii 
talks has said Israel must drop its: 
refusal to di scu ss the status of 
Jerusalem if it wants a peace 
agreement 

Faisal AlHiosrim raid bran 
interview punched in the French' 
daily Ubetathm Tuesday bat 
Jerusalem ren amed the main 
stumbling block in be peace 
talks. 

“I cannot accept that there wiD 
be no talks on -the future of 
Jerusalem Cor. tiro years,” .he. 
said. “We mb discuss now, 
secretly and publicly.” . 

The interview reflected con- 
tin uin g uncertainty and cSffer- 
ences over the fetp of ArabJcru- 
salem, occupied biylsrad in 1967, 
in an historic m&f agreement 
providing for IsraeiL withdrawal 
from Jericho and GaarStrip. - 
Yasser Abed Rabbo, bead erf 
the Palestine-- liberation Orga- 
nisation's {HE^Joifoimstjon de- 
partment, b|$'wd be FLO and 
Israel : would: “certain 

airangeiBCBti*’ tb cover Jeru- 
salemdiB&g be interim period 
aod negotiations over be city’s 
final status would begin two years 
after be agreement was signed. 

Israel ha* said in the' past Jeru- 
salem would - remain its “capital” 
and could not be negotiated. It 
has yet to . dariiy whether the 
GaatJericfao option dealt with- 
the Holy City. 

Mr. H u ss e nri said an agree- 
ment on Gaza and Jexkho-would 
be a first step towards a settle- 
ment but Palestinians insisted cur 
Israel's withdrawal from all occu- 
territories. 

“If Israelis do not change their 
attitude, do not end the isolation, 
the endzdemmt of be Holy 
City, then you win not find any- 
one to sign an accord, including 
on Gaza and Jericho. 1 * 

Mr. Husseini called Jerusalem 
the Pa lestini a ns' bottom fine mid 
said Gaza residents woujd never 
accept an agreement leaving 
aside be fate of Jerusalem.. 

“If anyone believes wePalesri- 
xuans can dp without east Jeru- 
salem, he is completely mistaken. 
Previous and bilateral talks have 
dealt with Jerusalem and Israelis 
know our position fully weH. lt is 
the stumbling block in the talks,” 
he saRL 

In other developments: 

Arafat's return 

Israel could a^ee to the return 
of PLO Ch ai r man Yasser Arafat 
to the occupied territories follow- 
ing the Palestinian autonomy 
agreement, .'Israeli Deputy Dp-' 
fence Minister Motta Gur said. 

“It is passible that Israel will 
agree to dm return (of Arafat) on 
condition that- it is presented as 
an individual case,”Mr. Gur said 
in a radio interview. 

. Such a case should not be seen 
as Israel agreeing to be prindpfe 
of the “right of return" few 
Palestinian refugees, Mr. Gnr 
underfilled. 

Mr. Ara&t left- the West Bank 
in 1967 wbpn Israel seized the 
territory. 

RbUmMi boycott* lain 

The head of Israd’snegotiat- 
mg team with be Pale stinians 
said he was bovcottmzthe MRbfie 


meat between' Israel and be 


ice talks resume; self-rule signing expected 

Israeli document sees Jordan- W. Bank link 


Combfaped y dispatches 

WASHINGTON — Arabs and 
Israelis resumed Middle East 
peace talks in Washington Tues- 
day and one of the chief Israeli 
negoti ato rs predicted a historic 
agreement on Palestinian auton- 
omy would be signed within two 
weeks. 

An official of the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (FLO) 
said be text of a declaration of 
principles was ready for riming 
but stiU needed formal PLO 


The Israel-PLO agreement 
foresees self-rule for the Palesti- 
nians in the Israeli-occupied Gaza 
Strip and in West Bank town of 
Jericho, as a first step towards 
autonomy for all Palestinians in 
the West Bank. 

lri Washington the bead of the 
Israeli delegation negotiating 
with the Syrians, Itamar Rabino- 
vich, said in Washington bat a 
signing ceremony for be auton- 
omy agreement would take place 
within two weeks. “It will take a 
couple of days to crystallise,” he 


Israel's government foresees an 
eventual federation linking Jor- 
dan with a Palestinian-ruled West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, be Israeli 
embassy in Paris satra. . 

- The embassy said in a French- 
hmgUagB statement tnmmarmng 
Israel’s proposal for Palestinian 
self-rule that Israel remained 
opposed to be creation of an 
independent Palestinian state and 
would keep control of Jerusalem. 

The s t a te m ent said: “For a 
permanent sedation, the Israeli 
gov e r n ment foresees a confederal 
Or federal arrangement between 
Jordan and be territories of the 
West Bank' and Gaza, from winch 
Israel would w it h d raw .” 

It said: “Israel remains 
opposed to be creation of an 
independent Palestinian state.”, 

The Palestinians were aware 
that Israel **wfll make no com- 
promise on the status of Jeru- 
salem as be undivided capital of 
Israel under Israeli sovereignty,” 
it said. 

“While it is dear .be Palesti- 
uians will raise the issue of Jeru- 
salem during the negotiations on 
a -permanent status^ it^ritould be 
equally dear-bat Isreal wjD 
under no circumstances change 
its position on this question of 
p rin c ip le,” the st a teme n t said. 


But Nabil Shaath of the PLO 
said no more work on. the text 
was needed. “Everything is 
finished:” he said. 

“Of course it requires the 
approval of the (PLO) Executive 
Committee, as it did of be 
cabinet of Israel,” he added. 

The Israeli cabinet approved 
the agreement on Monday night. 


appetizers," said the deputy lead- 
er of the Palestinian delegation, 
Saeb Erakat, who was being 
briefed on details of the pact 
Monday night “Now it’s time for 
the main course,” said Dr. Era- 
kat, a resident of Jericho. 

To prepare for the formal 
talks, members of be Israeli, 
Palestinian, Syrian, Jordanian 
and Lebanese delegations on 
Monday called on Drams Ross, 
an aide to Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, and other 
U.S. officials. 

At Monday’s meeting wib 
Arab delegates, U.S. officials dis- 
cussed some of die stickier de- 
tails, such as Israel’s insistence 
that it retain jurisdiction and con- 
trol over the estimated 3,300 Jew- 
ish settlers in Gaza and Jericho. 

Under be FLO-Israeli plan, 
Israeli forces would be removed 
from Palestinian population cen- 
tres in Gaza and Jericho bat still 


See page 4 for frill text o t proposed ‘declaration of 
principles’ 


“We have a deal that should 
make die two sides happy and 
that I think goes way beyond a 
typical interim agreement.” Dr. 
Shaath added. “The agreement is 
all-encompassing. It sets be 
agenda for the *mal settlement.” 
. Mr. Rabinovich said be hoped 
for progress in Israel’s demand 
for peace wib Syria, bat added: 
“To be realistic I don’t drink an 
agreement can be reached be- 
tween Israel and Syria .bat 
soon.” 

Palestinian negotiator arriving 
here Monday said word of be 
Gaza-Jericho agreement caught 
diem by complete surprise when 
it' started leaking out over die 
weekend. 

“For 22 months we were the 


U.S. may shift stance on 
PLO, but not Palestine 


Combined agency dispatches 

WASHINGTON — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher indicated Tuesday 
that the United States was re- 
considering its refusal to hold 
tabs wib the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO). 

“There is no chance at the 
pr e sent t im e. We had our con- 
cerns in the past but wc wifi be 
following closely the situation 
as it evolves,” Mr. Christopher 
told a small group of journal- 
ists. 

Mr. C hr istopher reaffirmed 
U.S. opposition to establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state. He 
said statehood was not part of 
the accord Israel ami the PLO 
have worked out 

“It floes not take the step” 
while spelling out what is due 
to happen over the next five 
yeans, Mr. Christopher said. 

Besides, he. said, “The.Un- 
ited States has never sup- 
ported” a Palestinian state. 

On talking to be PLO, 
however, Mr. Christopher 
said, “obviously there are de- 
velopments taking place that 
we are going to follow very 
carefully. - 

The Reagan administra tion 
in December 1988 dropped a 
ban on dealing wib the PLO 
after PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat renounced “terrorism” . 
and actawwfedged Israel's ex- 
istence. 

' The Bush administration re- 
sumed the prohibition in June 
1990 after a raid on Tel Aviv 
beaches by elements of the 
PLO. 

Israel, meanwhile, con- 
ducted dozens of meetings with 
Mr. Arafafs group, be last of 
which fed to the agreement to 
establish Palestinian adminis- 
tration over Gaza and the West 
Bank town of Jfatebo.- 

The State. Department’s 
.office of counter-terrorism de- 
scribes the PLO as an umbrella 
organisation stupe parts of 
which support, “terrorism” 
whfie others do -not. 

- The IsraeH-PLO agreement 
could lead to mutual recogni- 
tion. 

Mr. Christopher said the 
United States strongly : sup- 
ports- be Isracfr-PLO agree- 
ment* calling *t a “conceptual 
breakthrough.” . 

“We strongly support the 


agreement,” he said. “I be- 
lieve it’s a conceptual break- 
through... the United Stales is 
very pleased by tins and looks 
forward to moving that into 
reality.” 

In Sanaa, former U.S. Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter called for 
direct talks between the Un-' 
ited States and the FLO. 

*Tf the Israelis can talk 
directly to the PLO, why can’t 
be U.S.?” Mr. Carter asked in 
a press conference in be 
Yemeni capital. 

The former president, who 
on Monday met Arafat, called 
for the United States to give a 
posh to the peace process. 

“All be parties present at 
the peace taucs want to see the 
United States give some 
momentum” to the negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Carter, broker of the 
1979 Egyptian-Israeli peace 
treaty, said Israel’s agreement 
to grant autonomy starting in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho was 
“a significant step.” 

U.S: Jewish groups wel- 
comed the Israel-PLO accord. 

The American Jewish Con- 
gress hailed be initiative, 
saying that if an agreement is 

reached “it will represent a 
breakthrough of truly historic 


The group said that the 
progress bows that Israel rec- 
ognises that it must make 
peace wi th the PLO. 

. The AntT-ftefamation 
League said that Israel has 
“again illustrated its . strong 
conurntment to reaching peace 
with its Palestinian neigh- 
bours.” 

The president of the World 
Jewish Congress (WJQ, based 
in New Yoit, said Jewish com- 
munities around be world 
must stand by Israel. 

“Vigorous debate within our 
communities- on all issues 
should not preclude our soli- 
darity wiblsrael at this critical 
moment,” said WJC President 
Edgar Bronfman. 

' Rabbi 'Alexander Schindler, 
president of American Hebrew 
Congregations, said that credit 
should go in part to Saudi 
Arabia ‘%r refusing to resume 
their support of the PLO.”. 

. . A l«s positive view came 
from activist Rabbi Avi Weiss, 
who called mi a national re- 
ferendum. 


“It’s to be expected,” he 
added, “because tins organisation 
is only a bridge and not an end in 
itself.” ' 

“The bridge must now lead to a 
provisional Palestinian govern- 
ment,” he said, adding that the 
deal struck between Israel and 
the PLO for autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho would 
extend to the whole of the occu- 
pied territories. 

“The government wity have its 
seat in Jericho, will be led by 
Yasser Arafat himself, and will 
comprise figures from Inside (the 
occupied territories) and out- 
side,” Ire said. 

The provisional government 
would “prepare the infrastructure 
of a future Palestinian state,” he 


Mr. Abu Sharif added that be 
government would be in urgent 
need of “technocrats.” 

Israeli Toursim Minister Uri 
Baram said Israel and tire PLO 
could announce mutual recogni- 
tion when they sign the autonomy 
agreement during Washington 
peace talks resuming Tuesday. 

The foreign mimstiy said its 
director-general, UriSavjr.was in 
Europe on government business. 
The Israeli daily Haaretz said he 
and PLO officiate were hammer- 
ing out an agreement on mutual 
recognition. 

The Israeli government wants 
the PLO to recognise the Jewish 
state’s right to exist, to renounce 
armed struggle and to drop calls 
for. the destruction of Israel from 
be PLO charter. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
said Monday before the cabinet 
approved the autonomy accord: 
“We are very dose to the .mo- 
mem when the PLO will erase the 


call for the destruction of Israel, 
wfil totally renounce terrorism 
and announce it is ready to 
negotiate wib os.” 


would be deployed in areas inha- 
bited by the settlers, according to 
diplomats familiar with the docu- 
ment. 

The Israeli military also would 
retain control over the border 
crossings between Gaza and 
Egypt and between the Jericho 
area and Jordan. 

Asked if a “declaration of prin-. 
dples,” on Syrian-Israeli peace 
could be reached during the cur- 
rent roun d, Mr. Rabinovich told 
reporters: 

“Within tins round, -that prob- 
ably would be over-stated, but 
oqr Syrian counterparts spoke of 
trying to achieve it during tins 
round or next, which I think 
makes it more realistic.” 

Chief Syrian negotiator Monaf- 


PLO is 
‘dissolving’ 

TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) is “dissolving” and will 
turn into a provisional Palestinian 
government, a senior adviser to 
FLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
said Tuesday. 

Bassam Abu Sharif told AFP 
drat the provisional government, 
which would see the light of day 
before the end of this year, would 
“build the Palestinian state.” 

He told AFP the FLO “is 


faq Allaf expressed hope that 
progress with the Palestinians 
would have positive effects on 
other talks. Mr. Rabinovich said 
the pact could spur progress to- 
wards a Syrian-Israeli agreement. 

“To be realistic. I don’t think 
an agreement can be reached 
between Israel and Syria bat 
soon,” Mr. Babinovicfa added. 

Earlier, Israeli foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres told CBS television 
in Israel that once be FLO re- 
nounces “t erro ri sm ” and the goal 
of destroying brad, “it could 
become a regular political party 
and we would gladly talk wib 
them.” - - 

“We are right now in a very 
dynamic stage, and tilings are 
really running ahead full force 
and it may . happen quite soon, 
there will be some new hurdles on 
die road,” he said. - 

Outside the Stale Department, 
30 demonstrators of the late mili- 
tant Rabbi Metr Kahane shouted 
slogans against Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin for 
secretly working out a pact wib 
be PLO. 

“Rabin is a traitor,” “not an 
inch of eretz (greater) brad,” 
“Peace now, war later,” chanted 
the protestors. 

An Israeli newspaper poll pub- 
lished Tuesday snowed 74 per 
cent of Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories back the agree- 
ment wib brad on self-rule. 

The Dahaf telephone poll of 
504 Palestinians for the YedSotb 
Ahronoth ne wspaper showed 24 
per cent oppos e d the agreement, 
while two per cent had no opin- 
ion. 

The poll, the first survey by 
Dahaf of Palestirnans in the occu- 
pied te rri tories, had a margin of 
error of four per cent. 



EBs Majesty King Hussein wib Syrian President Hafez Al Assad in Damascus on Tuesday (Petra 
photo) 

King, Assad discuss Arab 
coordination in peace talks 

Jordan , Syria, ‘surprised’ by Israel-PLO 
deal; Lebanon says self-rule plan is flawed 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter and agency dispatches Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
.. .... ' and brad on limited Palestinian 


AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Tuesday paid a working 
visit to Syria where be held talks 
wib Preddent Hafez Al Assad on 
the latest developments in the 
Middle East peace p roce ss . and-' 
Arab coordination in be 22- 
month -old Arab-braeU peace 
tabs. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the (fisensdons between 
the King and President Assad 


included a dosed-door session 
without aides and covered “bi- 
lateral issues and means of restor- 
ing Arab solidarity.” 

The two leaders “stressed the 
.importance of Arab coordination 
in ensuring a just, durable and 
comprehensive peace” in be 
Midale East. 

It did not elaborate. But the 
King’s trip to Syria came after an 
agreement between the Palestine 


and Israel on limited Palestinian 
autonomy in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Syrian presidential spokesman 
Jibran Knriyeh confirmed bat 
tire Israel-PLO accord was discus- 
sed -by the King and Presidenr 
Assad. 

The two leaders “discussed be 
Israel -Palestinian accord, which 
surprised be two countries and 

(Continued on page SO) 


Arafat seeks to defend his deal with Israel 


Combined agency dispatches 

PALESTINIAN LEADER Yas- 
ser Arafat Tuesday sought to 
defend his separate deal wib 
Israel as details emerged of the 
autonomy plan for the Palesti- 
nians that i«« «h«w»n their Arab 
partners in be Middle East peace 
talks. 

Mr. Arafat, in talks with 
Egypt’s President Hosni Mubar- 
ak; said Israeli troops would with- 
draw from the Gaza Strip and 
West Barb town of Jericho within 
months. 

“It is understood that Israeli 
forces wQl be completely with- 
drawn from Gaza and Jericho in 
be four months’ after ratifica- 
tion, be Palestine Liberation 
Oramiration (PLO) chairman 
said in the northern Egyptian 
resort of Alexandria. 

According to a draft of the 
accord on interim autonomy, (see 
page 4), it comes into effect one 
monb after signing, expected to 
take place at the Middle East 
peace talks resuming in Washing- 
ton Tuesday. 

• Asked for his reaction to a 
threat from Palestinian guerrilla 
leader Ahmad fibril that he could 
be killed over the self-rule 
accord, Mr. Arafat said: “Our 
forum is a democratic forum and 
we welcome any criticism." 

He said: “We started in Madrid 
ontbe basis of land for peace. We 
have now put our feet on be road 
to cany out a p rin cip l ed imple- 
mentation of this.” 

“First we must sign the declara- 
tion (of principles) and after the 


signing it needs a monb to 
approve it and directly after this 
monb the- implementation will 
beam,” Mr. Arafat said. 

He did not make clear who 
would have to approve it. 

Mr. Mubarak, who called the 
deal “courageous and brave”, 
said be telephoned Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad during the 
meeting wib Mr. Arafat. Mr. 
Mubarak and Mr. Arafat said 
they would meet Mr. Assad soon. 

Speaking to rep o rters late on 
Monday, Mr. Arafat dismissed 
suggestions that Syria and Jordan 
opposed the agreement. 

“This is completely incorrect 
that they are not happy wib the 
accord,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat was asked about 
Israeli demands that the PLO 
remove from its covenant refer- 
ences to “armed struggle,” there- 
by eliminating the idea of des- 
troying Israel. 

“Wbat is mentioned in be 
charter about armed struggle has 
been superceded by (the) peace 
talks,” he said. 


He denied bat be PLO’s 
financial crisis pressured him into 
accepting tire plan. He said he 
even rejected an offer by be 
United States, Europe, Japan, 
and Gulf countries of $590 mil- 
lion to agree to an accord giving 
the Palestinians early empower- 
ment in be occupied territories. 

“No one sells a grain of his 
country’s earth for any sum of 
money,” he said. 

PLO official Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo said be agreement, ham- 
mered out secretly in Norway, 


would cover all territory Israel 
took in the 1967 Middle East war. 

“The agreement is not limited 
to Gaza and Jericho and this 
should be clarified. The agree- 
ment is for an interim arrange- 
ment and autonomy in all the 
occupied territories in the West 
Bank and in Gaza,” Mr. Abed 
Rabbo, bead of be PLO’s in- 
formation department, told re- 
porters. 

He said “certain arrange- 
ments” had been reached on 
Jerusalem, a crucial and hotly 
debated issue, but gave no de- 
tails. 

Commenting on warnings by 
be fundamentalist group Hamas 
bat be occupied territories 
would descend into rivD war, Mr. 
Araft said: “This is not what will 
happen. The Palestinian police 
will take charge of Palestinian 
security.” 

Mr. Mubarak said: “Ahead of 
us is a gruelling period of negotia- 
tions but I really salute this deci- 
sion. These issues need a brave 
and courageous decision.” 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa travels to Israel on 
Wednesday for talks wib officials 
there, foreign ministry sources 
said. 

Strikes in Lebanon 

Palestirnans staged a general 
strike and burned tyres in Syrian- 
controlled refugee camps in north 
Lebanon Tuesday to protesting 
the limited self-rule plan. 

The Nahr Al Bared and Badda- 
wi camps near be northern 


Lebanese port city of Trip 
were shuttered m a one-day sti 
page called by Palestinian ' 
dons, including be Popular F' 
for tbe Liberation of Pale* 
General Command (PFL* ^,,- 
Shops and cafes were y cocrd 


Other staged protest maru n 
denouncing Mr. Arafat. 

Mr. fibril, a former Syrian ; 
army captain and longtime rival ; 
of Arafat, charged Monday that ; 
be Arafat plan would trigger a ; 
civil war in tbe occupied terriior- \ 
ies. 1 

He warned bat Mr. Arafat 1 
would be assassinated like f 
Egypt’s late President Anwar ' 
Sadat if he signs be Gaza-Jericho \ 
accord. t 

The spokesman for be nearly 1 
400 Palestinian expellees i 
stranded in southeast Lebanon 1 
since last December said Israel's - 
objective under tbe new plan was ' 
to “drown be territories in a civil i 
war bloodbab.” 1 

But Gaza physician Abdul Aziz [ 
Rantisi objected to Mr. fibril’s > 
assassination threat, saying his -j 
Hamas movement would strive to | 
prevent a war between rival.; 
Palestinian comps erupting. 

“Israel wants from bis plan to 
have Palestinians liquidating each 
other,” Dr. Rantisi said. 

“We in Hamas are not going to 
allow this to happen. We can 
thwart the plan by ober methods 
that civil strife and assassina-; 
tions.” • 


European leaders had Gaza-Jericho plan 


BONN (Agencies) — European 
leaders hailed tbe proposed peace 
accord between Israel and the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Tuesday with Ger- 
many calling h “a courageous 
step” towards ending more than 
30 yeara of hatred and animosity. 

“It is important for the future 
that bis courageous first step by 
Israel and tbe Palestinians be able 
to gamer mutual approval,” Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel said in a communique. 

He added that his government 
was aware that tbe outline agree- 
ment for Palestinian autonomy in 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho would need 
financial backing by tbe interna- 
tional community and that Ger- 
many was ready to increase aid to 
the territories in question. 


In Paris, French Foreign Minis- 
ter Alain Juppe called the agree- 
ment a decisive step in ending the 
bitter Palestiman-Israeli conflict. 

“It is be first time in decades 
that a real ray of sunshine can be 
seen in the cloudy skies of the 
Middle East,” he raid. “This step 
is decisive but a lot still needs to 
be done.” 

Mr. Juppe had a telephone 
conversation wib his Israeli 
counterpart Shimon Peres, who 
informed him of the latest de- 
velopments, bis office said. 

~ A spokesman for tbe Spanish 
foreign ministry also welcomed 
the accord calling it “the most 
important step” taken since Mid- 
dle East peace talks opened in 
Madrid in 1991. 

The British government said it 


favoured “any progress made by 
the parties” to be conflict. 

“This is a positive step,” a 
spokesman at the Foreign Office 
said. 

He added that “there is much 
work still to be done,” and bat 
“that British government would 
continue to make every effort to 
■promote progress.” 

The Vatican, which is negotiat- 
ing wib Israel on diplomatic ties, 
welcomed be deal between Israel 
and the PLO and called for a 
Palestinian homeland and secur- 
ity for be Jewish state. 

Experts said be breakthrough 
on Palestinian self-rule would re- 
move a major obstacle for Vati- 
can recognition of Israel and 
make a papal trip to' the Holy 
Land more likely. 


Tbe Vatican said m a statement 
it hoped be peace process could 
advance “on all fronts" and lead 
’in particular to be much hoped 
for homeland for be Palestinian 
people and security for be state 
of Israel.” 

One expert who has been, 
closely following the year-old 
negotiations between tfae'Vatican 
and Israel said if the peace talksl 
succeed. Pope John Paul and 
Israel’s president could exchange 
“personal representatives’’ by the' 
end of be year. 

Japan welcomed as a “Miles 
tone" be agreement betweer 
Israel and the PLO. 

Japan’s Foreign Minister Tsu 
tomu Hata tola a news confer 
ence; “It will become a milestone 
in the Middle East peace. I hope 
it will be achieved,” 
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Missile explodes at 
Iraqi test site; U.N. 
camera is destroyed 


Rabin’s approach to* 
peace is full of 
stunts and surprises 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — An 
explosion during an Iraqi missile 
test destroyed one of tbe cameras 
that U.N. experts had installed to 
make sure Baghdad was not de- 
veloping long-range rockets, a 
U.N. official said Tuesday. 

Monday’s explosion occurred' 
while U.N. experts were looking 
on, but caused no casualties, 
according to the official who re- 
quested anonymity. “One of the 
cameras disappeared. It was bad 
luck," be added. 

United Nations experts earlier 
this month set up six cameras at 
Yawn A1 Azhn and A1 Rafafa, 
two missile testing sites south of 
Baghdad, following a week-long 
standoff with Iraqi authorities. 

The official did not say where 
the blast occurred. 

The cameras were to be acti- 
vated following talks on Iraqi 
disarmament which tbe United 
Nations and Iraq were to begin in 
Nerw York Tuesday. 

A three-member U.N. team 
that has been in Iraq since 
Wednesday was only 50. metres 
from the site of the explosion 
which occurred during “the test 
of a missile engine, " the U.N. 
official said. 

The team continued its mission 
despite the incident and visited 
one of the two sites earlier Tues- 
day, be said. 

On Monday, the television sta- 
tion owned by President Saddam 
Hussein's eldest son Uday broad- 
cast pictures of the different 
stages of die test as well as the 
explosion — die first time Iraqi 
viewes were able to watch a 
missile test. 


“Such an explosion is normal 
and happens often," in this kind 
of test, tbe television commenta- 
tor said. 

The U.N. team headed by Guy 
MaiteUc of die United States is 
charged with monitoring tests of 
missiles which have a range of 
less than. 150 kilometres, as 
allowed under U.N. resolutions 
ending the 1991 Golf war. 

Iraqi officials said they had no 
overall estimate of damage or 
whether there were injuries in 
Monday’s blast. 

An official said tbe explosion 
led to “a lot of damage id tbe 
missile test facility and destroyed 
one of the cameras..." 

U.N. talks open 
' Talks opened at tbe United 
Nations Tuesday on long-term 
monitoring of Iraq’s weapons 
potential. The talks are expected 
to continue until Sept. 9 and then 
resume in Baghdad at some fu- 
ture date, a U.N. official said. 

The 15-member Iraqi team is 
led by General' Amir R&sheed, 
d ir ector of Baghdad's Military 
Industrialisation Authority, who 
has cabinet rank. 

Rolf Ekens, Executive chair- 
man of tbe U.N. special commis- 
sion responsible for scrapping 
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, will head the U.N. negotiat- 
ing group. 

Arriving at U.N. headquarters 
for a preliminary meeting on 
Monday, Gen. Rasheed smiled 
and waved to reporters, saying: 
“We come with the foil intention 
to resolve outstanding issues on 
monitoring and... other things. 
We come in good high spirits.” 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin said his gov- 
ernment wouldn't talk to the FLO. 
It did. 

. He said a peace accord was 
possible only with the help of the 
United States. He was wrong. 

Since taking office 13 months 
ago he bad kept Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres, his longtime rival, 
for from the negotiations lime- 
light. This time Mr. Pe t es was in 
the thick of it 

In a matter of weeks Mr. 
Rabin’s path to a Middle East 
peace breakthrough took one 
swift and surprising turn after 
-another. 

What will be do next? Official- 
ly recognise the PLO? Allow 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat to 
make his home in Jericho? 

His actions so far have drawn a 
swift response in Israel. 

Backers praise the 71-year-old 
soldfer-turned-politician for bold 
leadership. Critics accuse him of 
breaking every important prom- 
ise he ever made. 

For years Israel banned talks 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation, branding it a “ter- 
rorist” group bent on destroying 
the Jewish state. 

After Rabin came to power. 
Israel softened the ban, allowing 
private unofficial contacts with 
the Tunis-based organisation. 

Official oontacts remained off 
limits — until July. 

Then in Cairo, Environment 
Minister Yossi Sarid, a darting of . 
the Israeli left, met NabQ Shaath, 
an aide to Mr. Arafat, he did it 
with Mr. Rabin's approval. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesman de- 


fended the meeting as a “con- 
■ tact” and not “negotiations.” 
Any settlement, the spokesman 
said, would be ironed oat only 
with Palestinians from tbe occu- 
pied territories at peace talks in 
Washington. 

Within days he was proven 
wrong. On Aug. 20, Mr. Fetes 
secretly met a PLO official in 
Norway. 

On Monday Mr. Rabin told 
backers it was those understand- 
ings achieved in Oslo that din- 
died agreement on general prin- 
ciples for Palestinian self-rule in 
tbe occupied territories. 

The agreement was reached 
not only in secret but without the 
involvement even of the official 
negotiators to the 22- month-old 
peace talks. Israel's chief peace 
negotiator Eliyalrim Rubinstein 
threatened to quit for being kept 
out of the picture. 

Also far from centre stage was 
the United States, Israel's closest 
ally and tbe chief broker in. 
Israel's peace talks, launched in 
Madrid in October 1991, with 
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and the 
Palestinians. 

For months Mr. Rabin said 
history had shown Washington's 
involvement was essentia] to forg- 
ing Arab-Israeb' peace. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher promised to help 
bridge the many gaps between 
the Israeli and Palestinian posi- 
tions. But that was after the fact. 

He got word of the agreement 
only second band. 

Lacking a dialogue with the 
PLO, Washington forfeited cen- 
tre stage to Norway, a self-styled 



Yitzhak Rabin 

honest broker in world affairs 
with a particular interest in the 
Middle East. 

Only after agreement was 
reached, Peres and Norwegian 
Foreign Minister Johan Joergen 
Holst flew to California to inform' 
Mr. Christopher of the details. 

It was a coup for Mr: Peres, a 
70-year-old career politician and 
a master of secret diplomacy who 
met Morocco's King Hassan in 
1986. 

But for longtime observers of 
the Israeli political front, what 
was most remarkable was that 
Mr. Rabin allowed Mr. Peres so 
prominent a role. 

So deep was their distrust per- 
ceived to ne that Mr. Rabin once 
berated Mr. Peres as an '“inde- 
fatigable schemer.” 

When Mr. Rabin led their 
Labour Party to victory in June 
1992, he gave himself the task of 
managing Israel's headline-grab- 
bing direct talks with the Arabs. 

He assigned Mr. Peres the role 
of overseeing mufti-national 
negotiations on such issues as 
economic development, arms 
control and the environment. 

Yet on Monday when the two 
political warriors faced suppor- 
ters, they stood together. Mr. • 
Rabin praised Mr. P er e s for his 
efforts. He spoke of their part- 
nership for peace. 


Pressure mounts in Washington on Somalia policy 


By Charles Aldinger 
Renter 

WASHINGTON — Monday’s 
raid in Mogadishu by elite U.S. 

troops who captured only inno- 
cent international aid workers 
has increased' pressure on the 
Clinton administration to clar- 
ify American policy in 
Somalia. 

Experts say the latest failure 
by members of a U.N. force of 
over 24,000 soldiers to strike 
effectively at fugitive warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed re- 
flects the difficulty of a quick 
military solution to anarchy in 
that country. 

Former U.S. President Jim- 
ty Carter, in a magazine inter- 
ew published this week, ac- 
ed his White House sncces- 
of ignoring problems in 
for too long and for 
elated attempts to fix 
a’s social problems with 
.tary dub. 

Despite president Bifl CUn- 
ton’s personal defence of joint 
U.N. and U.S. policy in Soma- 
lia after Monday’s raid, 
analysts warned that Washing- 
ton may be stumbling towards 
a long military presence by 
expanding policy from huma- 
nitarian aid to capturing Aideed 
and rebuilding the country. 

“This has gone a long way 
from a simple humanitarian 
mission to deliver food,” said 
Richard Haass, a former mem- 
ber of tbe National Security 
Council staff and now with the 
private Carnegie Endowment 
in Washington. 

“We are talking about na- 
tion-building. We are talking 
about militarily defeating re- 
sistance,” Mr. Haass said in an 
NBC television network inter- 
.view after tbe helicopter raid 
by elite U.S. Army Rangers, 


who arrived in Mogadishu only 
last week. 

The raid was based cm in- 
telligence reports that at least 
some of General Aideed’s top 
lieutenants might be in a budd- 
ing. The biuldmg proved emp-. 
tyandlbfertroaps, sfidnfgrdown 
ropes from helicopters, briefly 
detained nine international aid 
workers and Somali U.N. 
guards nearby. 

It was a highly visible mis- 
take and wifl only add to ques- 
tions about U.S. policy in 
Somalia — questions likely to 
be taken up in earnest when 
Congress returns from its sum- 
mer recess next week. 
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Defence Secretary Les 
Aspin last week said U.S. 
forces must stay in the countty 
until security was restored in 
Mogadishu, progress was made 
in disarming warlords and 
police were in control in major 
cities. 

Tom McNaugber of the pri- 
vate Brookings Institution and 
other analysts said initial inter- 
national expectations were 
high that a U.N. military force 
could quickly solve Somalia’s 
problems — but those hopes 
were plunging. 

There are nearly 5,000 U.S. 
troops in Somalia, indudiiig 
some 400 newly arrived Ran- 
gers, helping provide com- 
munications and security for 
die U.N. humanitarian opera- 
tion. 

While that is a small part of 



U.N. Germaa soldiers coded the U.S-grenades and explosives 
(sandbag) that were used in Monday morning's raid on a UJ4. 
Development Programme boose fa Mogadishu (AFP Photo). 


the total U.N. force, U.S. 
military officials are deeply in- 
volved in running the military 
operation. 


Mr. McNaugber noted tbe 
ability of U.N. troops to cany 
out an arrest warrant for Gen. 
Aideed was easier said than 


done and, in any case, would 
not solve the long-term prob- 
lems in Somalia. 

“Even if you get (Aideed), 
there are going to be other 
problems,” Mr. Haass agreed. 
“Somalia cannot be. fixed - by 
getting rid of : Aideed or some 
ocher single person." .r;L«: 

Experts said that Mr. Aspin 1 
■had really outlined a program- 
me to keep troops in Somalia, 
not get them out — a step 
known at the Pentagon as 
“mission cre ep .” 

Mr. Clinton stressed after 
Monday’s raid that tbe United 
States was only following U.N. 
policy in Somalia and 
Washington was trying to “ful- 
fill our original mission” of 
making sure food and other aid 
reached Somalis. 

“We have tried to be coop- 
erative with tbe policies that 
have been jointly developed,” 
he said. “We have not been 
just simply driving this. We 
have really tried to work within 
flic framework of the U.N. to 
prove that this thing can work 
over the long run.” 

In an interview published on 
Monday in the Paris-based 
African magazine Jeune Afri- 
que Economic, Mr. Carter 
criticised the policing role of 
U.S. troops in Somalia. 

“The' United States should 
be on tbe from line to solve Afri- 
ca’s problems,” the former 
president said, suggesting that 
military force was not the 
answer. 

“Lightening tbe continent’s 
debt burden, launching hwiift i, 
education and democratisation 
programmes, solving conflicts 
are beautiful missions that the 
United States must imperative- 
ly tackle in the future " he 
said. 


Norway 
mediators 
helped 
break ice 


OSLO (R) — The five 
Norwegians who secretly 
mediated between Israehs 
and Palestinians tins year cre- 
ated a relaxed family atmos- 
phere that helped break , the 
ice between foes, officials 
said on Tuesday. 

Foreign Minister Johan 
Joergen Holst said late Mon- 
day that Norway had hosted 
14 secret meetings this year, 
some at his home and io a 
farmhouse, between Israel 
and die Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) on a 
deal paving the way for 
Palestinian self-rule in tbe 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“It gives a very speaal 
atmosphere when one meets 
two .couples at home. Fm 
convinced that tins had a very 
big and poritive influence for 
the talks,” Mr. Holst told the 
daily Verdens Gang on Toes- ■ 
day. 

Mr. Holst is married to 
Marianne Heiberg, a resear- 
cher at Norway’s FAFO, the 
institute for applied social sci- 
ence, who tome part in the 
talks. 

Mr. Heiberg's boss at 
FAFO, Teije Roed-Larsen, 
is married to Mona JtmL a 
senior foreign ministry offi- 
cial — forming tbe other 
Norwegian couple taking part 
in the talks. 

Mr. Holst said negotiations 
had often seemed dose-to 
collapse but were helped by 
dose relationships built up 
between the Israeli and PLO 
participants — whom be io- 
nised to name. 

Au Israeli revenge bom- 
bardment of South Lebanon 
in July barely affected die 
tone of the talks, he told 
reporters. 

FAFO ran a study of firing 
ccpd ft ions for Palestinians in 
the occupied territories from 
the 1 late 1960s. The study 
helped build up Norway’s 
contacts with the PLO and 
Israel Btyt j gyl i fh J g foq iicst by 
both ^desfK«cret talks in 
Norway. " x 

Tfc“bnly dbe of the five 
Norwegian insiders not mar- 


.tiatois and the five Norwe- 
gians met in secret locations 
aronnd southern Norway 
from the start of die year. 

Soch “dynasties” are often 
criticised in Norway — a 
country with no aristocracy 
but where a tiny intellectual 
elite seems to have a disprop- 
ortionate share of power. 

But officials say family ties 
between prominent Norwe- 


gians may be inevitable in a 
nation of just A3 million peo- 

pk- 


Foreign ministjy spokes- 
man Ingvard Havnen sad tbe 
family ties between tbe 
Norwegian mediators in die 
peace talks was a happy 
coincidence. 

“The participants were 
chosen because of their spe- 
cial abilities and knowledge 
of tire Mideast, not because 
they were related,” he sad. 
Norway has long seen itself as 
an honest broker in world 
affair s. 

In another family twist, the 
wife of former Foreign Minis- 
ter Tborvald Stoltenberg, 
Karin Stoltenberg, is the sis- 
ter of Mr. Holst’s wife. 

Mr. Stoltenberg became 
U.N. peace mediator in for- 
mer Yugoslavia from April, 
handing over as foreign 
minister to Mr. Holst. 
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destroyed 17 coaches and three trucks. Tbe security anmotmes also 
dhdosed on Sunday night arsonists ra zed a shoe factory. One 


of the night watchmen recounted how about 50 armed and mvked 
men burst in and made the guards kneel against tbe walk wfch their 
hands in the air before setting fire to the plant. Security officials i 
said Chat in separate attacks by armed gangs on Sunriay.five 
civilians were killed, in villages near Algiers and in-, western ! 
regions. . ’ - 

Greece takes in 35 stranded Iraqis 

ANKARA (R) — Greece has taken 'm 35 Iraqi asyinm-sedten who 
were stranded at sea after Turkey refused to accept them, a .Greek, 
diplomat said Tuesday. “We took them to Greece on Saturday 
night,” the diplomat said. “They were on hanger strike and wej 
couldn’t just leave them in the middle of the sea.” He arid the! 
Greek authorities would contact the U.N. High Con m nsaaacrfor 
■Refugees (UNHCR) about what to do with them. Greece deported 
the 35 Iraqis from tbe Aegean Sea island of Chios on Tpnsday 
after rejecting their asylum requests and put them on. boat foe 
Turkey, from where they were said to have come., ftftfcbfr 
coastguards refused to let the boat carrying the Iraqis into Tfrrijrfr 
territorial waters. * 

Iran police seize Australian embassy liquor 

CANBERRA (R) — Iranian police have seized a co nsignment of 
goods including 250 cases of alcohol from the Australian mbany 
m Tehran, the Australian Department of Foreign Afina said 
Tuesday. A d e par t men t spokesman said the consignment of 
imported beer,, wine and spirits was beu% unloaded outside the 
embassy when it was seized. “We haven’t been given any .reason 
and we’re it with Iranian authorities,” he sad. The 

: Resalat newspaper in Iran quoted Tehran police chief G eneral 
Abdullah Oqbaei on Monday as saying the alcohol had arrived in 
Iran via the Golf port of Bandar Abbas. Alcoholic beverages are 
banned under Iran’s Islamic laws but most foreign embassies use 
diplomatic privilege to import fiqnor for their staff. “Iranian 
authorities axe aware that ft’s a long-standing practice, but from 
time to time they do tingle out embassies," toe spokesman sad. 

Switzerland recalls Ankara envoy 

BERNE (R) — Switzerland said Tuesday it was rccaffing its 
a m bassa d or and tWo other embassy ttnployees from Ankara, in 
line wit h a demand from Turkey and only under protest. The two 
countries have been locked in a diplomatic row since June over the 
°f 29-year-old Kurdish demonstrator Semsettin Kurt 
outside Turkey’s embassy in Berne. Turkey had demanded the 
recall of the Swiss diplomats last week in reprisal for Berne's 
demand for the lifting of the diplomatic immunity of the Tnridah 
ambassador. “The federal council has decided to recall from 
Ankara the Swiss Ambassador Paul-Andre Ramseyer and the two 
embassy staff members Heinrich Maurer and Jean-Pi erre 
Banmeyer,” a Swiss foreign ministry statement said. But it added: 
“The federal council once more underlines its protest against 
Turkey’s unjustified demand for the recall of the amhaw^ ^r and 
the two embassy staff.” 


Libyan throws lifeline to Scottish miners 

EDINBERG (R) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi thrown 
£5 million ($7.5 million) lifeline to a Scottish miners' coop era tive 
threatened wife closure, local media reported Tuesday. Former 

Labour Member of Parliament Ron Brown said Libya agreed last 
week to invest the money to save MonktonhaU colliery _ 
dosnre. “They know in Scotland that there is a Afferent attitude 
politicafiy and they hope no doubt to win friends through their 
connections,” Mr. Brown told tire Scotsman newspaper. “Bey 
know workers should be partners and not wage earners.” He said 
Ik had been to Tripoli, the Libyan capital, with Jackie AitcfaisoD, 
chapman of the miners cooperative. The deal would enable Libya 
to invest in the MonktonhaU pit without taking control. 

Iran police impose tough rules on weddings 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Police have imposed tough regulations on 
weddings in the southern Iranian city of Shiraz in a bid to maintain 
Islamic standards, Salam newsoaner nenm-t«-H r. 


As part of the new measures, all printing houses have to submit a 
copy of wedding invitations and keep police informed of the 
ceremonies, the steteroent said. Restaurants and banquet booses 
r^rved for wedding ceremonies are to notify the pofice 24 hours 
before the event and to ban music and dancing on the premises. 
Music and dancing will also be forbidden during weddi nT parades 
through tbe streets, and permits need to be issued for every 
ceremony. J 
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een stresses specificity 1 1 Majali says government will act to promote exports 
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901 rural women’s needs 


AMSIAN’(J.T.) — Her Majes- 
ty Queen Noor met today 
(Topsday) at AT-MaNra Palace 
with a group of profBssiofuUs 
and specialists representing va- 
nons Jordanian institutions 
.and United Nations w g anjia - 
tKHJS wrkir® in the field of 
WOO and rural development 

-to discuss means... of .inh 
pfenning die Geneva Dcc- 
• lara tfon for the advancemen t 
. erf Rural Women in Jordan, 

. Quemi Noor stressed the im- 
portance^ of dealing ■ with 
women’s issues amT develop- 
ment priorities as part of the 
family and the community, 
while at the same tune emph- 
a^sihg the specificity of rural 
women’s needs and gnm i er dis- 
parities. 

During the meeting, Noor' 
Al Hussein Foundation (NHF) 
Tieridrat, In’am Mufti briefed 
the eronp on the specific peeds 
of .Jordanian women. 

Anextensive dwnffi nn to o k ' 
-place regarding the m adiankm 
through which all involved in- 
stitutions in Jor dan wm best 
coordinate and work together 


to improve the quality of Hfe of 
rural women. ■ 

Today's meeting is one of 
the follow-up activities which, 
tiw Queen is undertaking in 
her capacity as member of the 
International Follow-up Steer- 
ing Committee (ISC), which 
was formed following file 1992 
International Fund for Agri- 
cultural Development (IFAD) 
Summit on the. Economic 
Advancement of Rural 
Women with the. purpose of 
monitoring and evaluating 
mechanisms for the imple- 
mentation of die summit’s 
Geneva Declaration. . 

A series of meetings and 
workshops will be held under 
the Queen’s patronage to 
formulate a comprehensive, 
strategy for the advancement 
of rural womep that will be 
coordinated with and inte- 
grated within the Higher 
National Women's Commis- 
sion’s Strategy for Women. 

In order to be able to work 
scientifically on formulating a 
strategy for rural women. 
Queen Noor recommended 


establishing an updated data 
■ base which would include in- 
formation and statistics per- 
taining to the situation of de- 
velopment work m rural areas 
as well as to that of women in 
development. 

-The meeting concluded by 
forming three working com- 
mittees. 

■ The first as a technical com- 
mittee charged with collecting 
relevant information pertain- 
ing to development projects in 
rural areas specifically those 
targeftmg rural women. 

Hie second committee was 
a s s ign e d the task of organising 
the cofiectian of from 
rural women reg a rdi n g their 
development needs and priori- 
ties, and formulating ideas and 
plans on how best to address 
those needs as well as evaluat- 
ing. previous initiatives and 
programmes implemented in 
rural areas for the purpose of 
rtrategtsmg for future work. 

The third committee will 
study and propose options for 
plans of action regarding the 
empowerment of rural women. 




Royal decree endorses Cabinet 
decision bn postings 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Royal Decree was issued 
Tuesday endorsing several decisions taken by the 
Council of Ministers last week. Accenting to the 
decree, the following changes are effective as of 
today Sept. I, 1993: — Khaled Mahadeea, the 
director general of the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, w31 become an advisor at tbe prime minis* 
try, and retain the same rank and salary. — 
Mohammad .'Amin Saqaf A1 Hait will becom e 
Director General of the Department of Press and 
Publications, succeeding Issa Jahmam, who was 
retired. — Abdullah Utoum, a senior official at 
Petra, has been promoted to Director General of 
the News Agency. — Mr. Mahadeen held tbe post 
of director general of the Ministry of Info r m ation 
Jordan News Agency for 13 months. Prior to his 
pmiod at Petra, Mr. Mahadeen was Director of the 
Royal Court Press Office. 

Prince Mohammad condoles 
Qatameh fomKEy 

AMMAN (Petra) — IBs Royal Highness Prince 
Mohamamd, the personal re p rese n tative of His 
Majesty King Hussein, delegated the Amman 
Ponce Director to convey his condolences to the 
Qafgmeh f ami ly on tbe death of Mufleh Al 
Q arameh, father of Balqa Governor Eid Al 
Qatarneh. 

Cabinet endorses SSC pension 
raise: 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Tuesday en- 
dorsed the re co mm endation nude by the Social 
Security Corporation (SSC) to increase the nmri- 
mmp pension and the permanent disability auo- 
wsnee from JD 40 to JD 50 and is retroactive from 
Ally 1. SSC Director-General Mohammad Saleh 
Honan said that about. 9,000 pensioners will 
benefit from this increase, m addition to any 
pensioner, whose salary is less than JD 50. The- 
increase 7 will be paid by the end of September- 

Senate speaker meets with 
Australian envoy 

AMjH&f (Petra) — Speaker of the Upper Home 
of tafiament Ahmad At Lawzi Tuesday reviewed 
with' tije Australian ambassador in Amman bilater- 
al re&Kms and convening tire International Par* 
ripnvySndi sasrion on Sept. 12- 

Gbd^primts JD 130m in loans 

Jtra) — r The Cities and Vfflagts 
Bank (CVDB) has granted JD 130 
to finance various projects 


said that since its establishment, the bank has 
contributed to the economic development of the 
country. He pointed out that 80 to 90 per cent of 
die urban and rural roads were const r u c ted 
through loans to local contractors. He added that 
the average annual loans granted by the bank 
range between JD 7 nrifikm and 8 million. Refer- 
ring to the bank finances. Dr. Khafifah said the 
sources of the finances are internal and external, 
through loans from inter n a tion a l financial institu- 
tions. 

Human rights group to meet 
today 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Centre for Studies 
on Freedom, Democracy and Human Rights will 
meet today (Wednesday) to discuss a draft propos- 
al prepared by a mini committee. 

Workshop on Income- 
generating project opens 

AMMAN (Petra) — A workshop designed to 
•encourage women to create income-generating 
projects was opened at the Nuzha Community 
Centre which is run by the Queen Alia Jordan 
Social Welfare Fund (OAF). The three-day work- 
shop, org an ised in cooperation with voluntary 
organisations is bring attended by 30 women 
represe n ting various unions in the rural and urban 
regions of Jordan as well as r e prese nt atives of 
• QAFs Community Centres. Tbe worktop's ..aim 
is to encourage women to increase their families’ 
income as well as i m prove the national socio- 
economic development process in Jordan, said a 
QAF statement The statement noted that tbe 
workshop was organised in response to increasing 
requ e st s by women unions for information and 
training on laundmig and managing income-, 
generating projects. . 

Investment, government policy 
are topics of seminar 

AMMAN (J.T.)— A seminar entitled the Role of 
Jordan's Financial Policies in Encouraging Invest- 
ments in the Country” organised by the Jordanian 
Businessmens’ Association (JBA) will be held 
fiept-9 at the Amman Mariott Hotel. A statement 
Tuesday said that Minister of Finance Sand Gam- 
mo wifi address the seminar and outline the 


The 300 JBA mcmbeni who will attend the seminar 
B Cpre sea tthe commercial, ixubistrial, agricultural, 
contractor, transport, tourism and insur- 
ance sectors, according to JBA statement Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Majali was foe guest of a 
honour at- the . last JBA seminar held earlier in 
August winch was attended by 500 JBA members. 
The Prime Munster outlined the government's 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment will take several measures 
and issue laws that would prom- 
ote Jordan’s exports said Prime 
Munster Abdul Salam Al Majali. 

These measures include the 
creation of an institution for in- 
suring exports, granting further 
exemptions to export industries, 
setting up specialised trade fairs, 
strengthening trade relations with 
sister Arab countries, farflitaring 
customs procedures, expanding 
the free zones and improving tbe 
process of loading and unloading 
and storing goods at port, said 
Dr. Majah m an address deli- 
vered cm his behalf by Jawad Al 
Anani, minister of state for prime 

ministr y affaire 

But all these steps regrettably 
cannot be accomplished with 
speed; although the government 
is determined to adopt them in its 
economic policies, from which 
there will be no turning back, said 
tiie prime minister. 

Addressing a group of 
businessmen representing the 
commercial sectoT in Jordan, the 
premier said “we are pursuing tbe 
road erf liberating the economy 
and prices and reducing trade 
formalities to a minimum. At the 
same time, we are raising the 
efficiency of the public adminis- 
tration services.” 

“No doubt you are aware of 
the steps taken by the govern- 
ment to grant more authority to 
provincial governors. This move 
is aimed at promoting the various 
gove roo rates to take their share 


in stimulating tbe economy in 
Jordan,” said Dr. Majali. 

The decentralisation policies 
win no doubt result in developing 
tire administrative system at a 
lesser cost, added the premier. 

Noting that there was urgent 
need for adjusting and rectifying 
the relationship betwen the taxa- 
tion system, and government ex- 
penditures, the prime minster 
said tax collection k meagre com- 
pared with tax averages required 

under the Income Tax Law. 

Dr. Majali and tbe income tax 
system does pot proride a just 
and fair ground for the imple- 
mentation of the law. 

The government plans to revise 
the existing Customs Law with a 
view to reducing the procedures 
and removing conflicting points 
contained in tbe law, noted the 
prime minister. 

“It is true that tbe successive 
governments had introduced im- 
provements to tbe present cus- 
toms law but we still believe that 
this law is in need of re- 
examination because customs 
duty constitutes the Twain income 
for the state,” Dr. Majali ex- 
plained. 

Referring to the controversial 
Sales Tax Law which has not yet 
been applied, the prime minister 
said numerous studies have been 
prepare!, all of them poring that 
the projected law was fairer than 
tbe existing law imposed on con- 
sumption. 

“I do realise that the applica- 
tion of tbe sides tax law would be 


Minister says typhoid reports 
are only high fever cases 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reports 

AMMAN — Health Minister 
Abdul Rahim Malhas Tuesday 
denied that the cases of fever in 
the Ajloun area recently were 
typhoid. 

ness reports had said that 12 
cases of typhoid had app eare d in 
the Ajloun area two days ago, 
raising the number to 17 Tues- 
day, but these were afi cases of 
high fever, said the minister in a 
statement to tbe Jordan Times. 

Dr. Malhas said that the pa- 
tients now under treatment at the 
Iman Government Hospital in 
Ajloun are being monitored, and 
culture samples are being taken 
to det ermin e whether the indi- 
vi duals -are suffering from 
'typhoid, ~ sr. r--\- •«. 

The minister also stressed that 


Jordan is free of cholera, despite 
the spread of diseases in several 
countries. 

He said, however, the ministry 
is conducting a wide-spread cam- 
paign to ensure that water sup- 
plies, water trades and vegetables 
and fruits are nncontanrinated. 

Tbe minister advised that extra 
care be taken by households 
when washing vegetables and 
fruits. 

Also Tuesday, the Ministry of 
Health announced the closure of 
37 bakeries and the fining of 190 
others became they violated 
health safety regulations and 
failed to follow instructions set by 
the health authorities conc ert ing 
hygiene. Of tbore bakeries dosed 
and fined, nine in , Amman. The 
rest were in 

Aqaba, Karaki?tfee ^art^tturioiv 
dan Valley, Madaba,'and Koufa. 


British envoy retires, 
lauding Jordan’s stands 


AMMAN (Petra) — British 
Ambassador to Jordan Patrick 
Eyers Tuesday praised Jordan's 
roe at the regional forum and 
voiced hope that “the next round 
of bilateral negotiations will lead 
to an im portant step towards the 
comprehensive and just peace 
which the region so badly needs.” 

In a statement Mr. Eyers made 
on the occasion of the end of his 
tour of dnty in Jordan, the British 
envoy said there are likely to be 
new and encouraging develop- 
ments in the region very soon. 

He lauded Jordan’s efforts and 
abffity to transcend the crisis re- 
sulting from the Gulf war. 

When I arrived here in April 
1991, I found Jordan emerging 
from a critical period,” he said. 


On Jordan’s differences with 
Great Britain during tbe Gulf 
war, Mr. Eyers said “the per- 
ceived differences in Jordanian- 
British relations at die time of the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and dur- 
ing the war had also tested our 
relations. 

However, be said, the two 
sides sought to overcome these 
differences 

“It was dear from the start of 
my time here that you and we 
were keen to put these differ- 
ences behind us,” he said. 

He expressed appreciation for 
the warm welcome he and his 
wife received in Jordan, and said 
he was lucky to have Amman as 
hi s last d iplomatic post before 
retirement. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


=P'4 : 1 I : l 


☆ Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Shaker Al Shadi at Afia Art 
Gaiety. 

4 B xM b ili oa of p ainting s by 25 Jordanian artists at the Hmsog 


☆ EaMdthm of printing* by Jorda n ia n artist Bbhara Nqjjar at 
Edbdh Art GaBery, Amra Shopping Cadre. The paintings 
depict Jordanian Mafaha heritage, Jordanian antiquities, 
Arab JiTwrnlf i, rural fife and natural scenery. 

* New art gallery, “Dan* Al Fnmm,” of the Abdul Mqjeed 
Sbomaa Foundation. Frognumne fa — hut— tbe perma nent 
exhibition and the “Chair” exhibition in Jabal Lnwdbdeh. 

■fr RiMKition entitled “Reflections and Colours” fry artist Zeinab 
Abbas Mehdi at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ K i M i illo u by Syrian artist Nadhir Ismail at Wahatna Art 
Gallery. 

SHOWS 

k “The Eternal Torch,” a variety of Circassian dances perform- 
ances by AFJed Al-Jadeed Qnh at the dab’s p r e mises in tbe 

- Seventh Circle. 

FILM 

☆ Fiat entitled “Room With a View” at tbe British Councfi at 
7M pjm. 


Gulf Air opens 3 new routes 

Gulf Air Regional Director 
Mohammad Abdul Rahman 
Zaiaal has announced the 
opening of three new routes to 
Jakarta, Zangibar and Casab- 
lanca m a drive by Gulf Air to 
expand and develop its net- 
work and serve its passengers. 

Mr. Zainal also said that 
Gulf Air will continue to oper- 
ate daily flights to the Gulf 
aboard modem Airbus A-320 

aircraft 




Minister of State for Prime Ministry Affairs Jawad Al Anani Tuesday addresses commer- 
cial businessmen (Petra photo) 


faring difficulties, and I am in 
need of your cooperation here,” 
Dr. Majali said. 

Tbe prime minister said the 
government believes that the re- 
lationship between the private 
and public sectors should based 
on mutual confidence so that 
each sector can play its role in 
serving the national economy. 

“What we hope to see, be 
added, is a kind of growing trade 
in Jordan, capable of providing 
commodities with efficiency and 
competitiveness, benefiting the 


consumers, and at the same time, 
enabling tbe merchants to make 
reasonable profits.” 

Bnt, he added, free trade 
should be also be free of monopo- 
ly, deception and manipulation 
and other unorthodox dealings 
unacceptable to any society. 

He said, “we want tbe local 
commercial sector to be more, 
organised and reformed.” 
Several merchants spoke dur- 
ing a dialogue later, outlining the 
various problems that impede the 
work of tire commercial sector in 


Jordan. 

They demanded a revision of 
the existing customs law and the 
duty on several commodities. 

They also demanded that the 
government reconsider its deri- 
sion to transfer the Ramtha bor- 
der customs centre to Jaber cen- 
tre and grant the free zones in 
Zarqa and Aqaba wider powers. 

Concerning the sales tax law, 
the merchants said that it should 
only be applied within the 
framework of a comprehensive 
reform of the taxation system. 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Al MqjaH Tuesday meets with Lebmese Minister of Agricul- 
ture Adel Qirtas (Petra photo) 

Jordan to provide Lebanon 
with assistance — Majali 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Al Majali Tues- 
day said Jordan was ready to 
offer assistance and medicine to 
tbe people of southern Lebanon 
victimized by repeated Israeli 
aggressions into die area. He 
added that the Kingdom would 
also provide them with cement to 
help them reconstruct de- 
molished homes. 

The prime minister, who was 
speaking at a meeting with visit- 
ing Lebanese Minister of Agricul- 
ture Adel Qirtas, said Jordanian 


universities would also offer and Lebanon and efforts 
Lebanese students scholarships to — made, to promote bilateral 
continue their higher education, oration in various field. 


Discussion during the meeting 
covered means of facilitating the 
exchange of agricultural products 
between Jordan and Lebanon 
and other related matters in im- 
plementation of an existing trade 
agreement between the two coun- 
tries. 

w 

Dr. Majali was quoted as ex- 
pressing fas satisfatiou with the 
state of relations between Jordan 


Agriculture Minister Marwa^ 
Kamal, Director of the Agricultu -1 
ral Marketing Organisation 
(AMO) Salem Al Lawzi and 
Ahmad Ibrahim, Lebanon's 
ambassador to Jordan, were pre- 
sent at the meeting with the 
premier. 

Dr. Qirtas, who arrived in Am- 
man Monday, was due to leave 
for home Wednesday. 


The National Music Conservatory / 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 


is now accepting students aged 3 years and 
above who wish to study . 


individual lessons, group lessons, and supplementary courses 
for beginners from (2:15) hours / to (6) hours weekly for 
advanced students. 



Courses supervised and trained by Mrs. Inam Abdul Karim. 



Directed by Mrs. Sarnia Ghannoum. 



The Conservatory is commencing a 3 year program with 
lessons in pop, rock, and j'azz music, as well as supplementary 
courses in theory and solfege. 


The Conservatory begines lessons on Saturday, 4/9/1993, 


For further information please call : 

'he National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundatioi 
Jabal Amman, Atiyat Building. Behind the Embassy of Kuwait. 
Tel. 687620 - Fax. 687621 
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Securing plus before the act 


ONE PARTICULARLY significant feature of the 
Israeli-PLO agreement that is about to be signed in 
Washington is the article that talks about the return of 


tens of thousands of Palestinians who were “dis- 


placed” by the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. There are some 
57,000 such Palestinians whose future will be deter- 
mined by that accord. 

From a strictly international law point of view, the 
repatriation of all Palestinians who were driven away 
from their homes whether in 1967 or in the period that 
preceded it should be allowed a safe return. The 1949 
Geneva Convention relative to occupied territories 
makes this point crystal dear. 

Over and above the Palestinian exodus of 1967, 
there are hundreds of thousands of Palestinians who 
were forced to leave their country during the 1947-48 
armed conflicts between Israel and the Arab side. The 
rights of all these Palestinian refugees to go back to 
their homeland most remain an integral feature of any 
Israeh-Palestinian settlement 

In order to make this both feasible and practicable, 
the economy of liberated Palestinian territories needs 
speedy and effective financial transfusions. Otherwise, 
not only would the Palestinian expellees or refugees opt 
to stay where they are now, mainly in Jordan, but 
other Pal estinians living in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank may be tempted to cross into Jordan in 
search of employment or business opportunities and 
end op taxing even further the limited resources of the 
country. 

This dimensio n of the problem r e qui re s tripartite 
negotiations encompassing- Jordan, Israel and the 
Pal estinian side. T^-lltir-round'of trilateral peace 
talks currently in session in Washington must target 
this aspect head on instead of leaving it to the 
multilateral talks. 

The actual implementation of the Gaza-Jericho first 
accord would, as stipulated require mouths. The time 
factor involved can and should be invested in the 
search for solutions to the economic dimension of the 
peace equation. There is already talk about direct 
European or U.S. investment in several macro- 
economic projects in * ‘Palestinian territories,’* and 
judging by their reported size, there is obviously a 
keen international interest to prop up the devastated 
Palestinian economy. On their own neither Gaza Strip 
nor the entire West Bank, East Jerusalem included, 
might be viable economically. That is wby every effort 
should be exerted to help the budding Palestinian 
economy survive the test. This is where perhaps the 
role of Jordan will become most evident. 

The Kingdom is an indispensable party to any 
solution between the Palestinians and Israel. Egypt is 
effectively separated from even the Gaza Strip by the 
Sinai desert, a formidable arid territory that impedes 
dose contact. Syria is likewise geographically isolated 
from “Palestine” and there is therefore no vision for 
any direct Palestinian-Syrian trade or commerce. This 
leaves Jordan as the closest and most appropriate 
partner of a future Palestinian state. In order for the 
Jordanians and the Palestinians to perform their 
mutually enforcing and complementary roles, there 
must be effective and continuous coordination between 
them, based on confidence and unity of purpose. Such 
coordination cannot wait until after the ftlestmians 
and Israelis have worked oat things between them. 
Jordan has to be in the picture every step of the way. 
Its active engagement in the process, as it unfolds 
everyday, can only be a big phis in its eventual success. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IN REFERENCE to the Israeli-Palestinian agreeement on the 
“Gaza-Jericho first” option, A1 Ra*i Arabic daily said that the 
Israelis, through deceitful means, were successful in bleaching the 
United Arab ranks and destroying their united stand at the peace 
negotiations, The bilateral deal was another hand blow not only 
to inter-Arab relations and solidarity, but also to the rights of the 
Arabs in the occupied Arab lands since the agreement does not 
provide for a comprehensive settlement for the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, said the daily. Whether we like it or not, the big error 
and the grave blunder has occurred and it is regrettable to say that 
one Arab party to the peace talks with Israel has chosen to go a 
separate path, away from the Arab consensus, paving the ground 
for further disarray in Arab ranks, continued the paper. It said 
that this blunder is bound to cause catastrophic consequences, 
detrimented to the Arab cause and harmful to national interests. 
The Arabs have been announcing time and again that they were 
united in their stand and that unless progress has been achieved 
on all tracks no settlement can be achieved between the Arabs 
and the Israelis; but the new deal has destroyed this rhythm and 
left the Arab parties in dissanay, the paper added. 


AL DUSTOUR daily said that Jordan has always supported the 
Palestine n ; in their struggle to attain freedom and regain the 
usurped Arab lands, andthis time, and in view of the Israeli- 
Palestinian deal, Jordan can only voice its support to the free 
Palestiraai -ill and can only back PLO decisions. The paper said 
the coming .Itb round of talks is bound to disclose details of the 
new deal between Israel and Palestine and the agreement is a very 
important move although opposed by many tides. It is dear now 
that wHat h ~n l in secret Israeli-Palestinian talks is 

far greater L the 22 months of open negotiations in Wasfaing- 
— ***. the paper added. 


Declaration of principles on 
interim self- government arrangements 


Following is the Aug. 19, 1993, full, official text of the draft 
dedaration of principles on Palestinian interim self-government 
arrangements in the occupied territories. The historic document, 
agreed between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Oiganisatkm , 
is expected to be signed at the 11th round of Middle East peace 
talks which opened yesterday in Washington for two weeks. 
Agcrtce France-Presse obtained the text via the Yediot Aharanot 
newspaper. 


The government of the State of Israel and the Palestinian team 
(in the Jordanian-Palestinian delegation to the Middle East peace 
conference) (“the Palestinian-!^ legation”), representing the 
Palestinian people, agree that it is time to put an end to decades of 
confrontation and conflict, recognise their mutual legitimate and 
political rights, and strive to live in peaceful co-existence, and 
mutual dignity and security and achieve a Just, lasting and 
comprehensive peace settlement and histone reconciliation 
through the agreed political process. Accordingly, the two sides 
agree to the following prindples: 

Article I: Mm of the negotiations 

The aim of the Israeli-Palestinian negotiations within the 
current Middle East peace process is, among other things, to 
es tablish a Palestinian interim self-government authority, the 
elected council, (the “Councfl”) for the Palestinian people in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip, for a transitional period not 
exceeding five years, leading to a permanent settlement based on 
Security Council Resolution 242 and 338. 

It is understood the interim arrangements are an integral part of 
the whole peace process and that the negotiations on the 
permanent status rill lead to the implementation of security 
council Resolution 242 and 338. 


Article II: Framework for the interim period 

The agreed framework for the interim period is set forth in this 
dedaration of prindples. 

Article IH: Elections 

1. In order that the Palestinian people in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip may govern themselves according to democratic 
principles, direct, free and general political elections wQl be held 
for the Council, under agreed supervision and under international 
observation, while the Palestinian police will ensure public order. 

2. An agreement will be conduded on the exact mode and 
conditions of the elections in accordance with the protocol attached 
as Annex 1, with the goal of holding elections not later than nine 
months after the entry into force of this declaration of principles. 

3. These elections will constitute a significant interim prepara- 
tory step towards the realisation of the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people and their just requirements. 

Article IV: lurisdktioa 

Jurisdiction of the Council will cover West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip territory, except for issues that wQ] be negotiated in the 
permanent status negotiations. The two sides view the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip as a single territorial nmt whose integrity will be 
i preserved during the interim period. 

Article V: Transitional period and pennanod s tatin negotia- 
tions 

1. The five-year transitional period will begin upon the 
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and Jericho area. 

2- Permanent status negotiations will commence as soon as 
possible, but not later than the beginning of the third year of the 
i nt e rim period, between' the government of Israel and the 
Palestinian people representatives. 

3. It is understood mat these negotiations shall cover remaining 
issues, including: Jerusalem, refugees, .settlements, security 
arrangements, borders, relations and. cooperation -with other 
neighbours, and other issues of common interest. 

4. The two parties agree that the outcome of tire permanent 
status negotiations should not be prejudiced or preempted by 
agreements readied for the interim period. 


Ankle VI: PRpniary transfer of powers and respi^fofllfks 

1. Upon the entry into force of this dedaration of principles and 
the withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and the Jericho area, a 
transfer of authority from the Israel military government and its 
dvil administration to the authorised Palestinians for this task, as 
detailed herein, will commence. This transfer of authority will be 
of preparatory nature until the inauguration of tire Council. 

2. Immediately after the entry into force of this dedaration of 
principles and the withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
area, with the view to promoting economic development in. the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, authority will be transferred to the 
Palestinians on the following spheres: education and culture, 
health; social welfare, direct taxation, and to ur i sm . The Palesti- 
nian side will commence in building the Palestinian police force, 
as agreed upon. Pending the inauguration of the Council, the two 
parties may negotiate the transfer of additional powers and 
responsibilities, as agreed upon. 

Article Vffc 

1. The Israeli and Palestinian delegations will negotiate an 
agreement on the interim period (the “interim agreement”). 

2. The interim agreement shall specify, among other things, 
the structure of the Council, the number of its members, and the 
transfer of powers and responsibilities from the Israeli military 
gov e r nm ent and its dvfl administration to the council. The 
interim agree m ent shall also specify the Council's executive 
authority, legislative authority m accordance with Article IX 
below, and foe independent Palestinian judicial organs. 

3. The interim agreement shall include arrangements, to be 
implemented upon the inauguration of the Council, for the 
assumption by the Council of all the powers and responsibilities 
transferred previously in accordance with Article Vi above. 

4. In order to enable the Council to promote economic growth, 
upon its inauguration, the Council will establish, among other 


programmes identified m the protocols attached & Annex m and 
Annex IV. 


Article XU: liaison and cooperation with Jordan and Egypt 
The two parties will invite foe government of Jordan and Egypt 
to participate in establishing further liaison and cooperation 
arrangements b etw e en the g o v er n m ent of brad and the Palesti- 
nian repres e ntatives, on one hand, and the goveromem* of 
Jordan and Egypt, cm foe other hand, to promote cooperation 
between them. These arrangements will indude the constitution 
of a continuing committee mat wifi decide by agreement on foe 
modafities of admission of perso ns displaced from foe West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in 1967, together with n e cessa r y me asur e s to 
prevent disruption and disorder, other matters of common 
concern will be dealt with by this committee. 


tV 
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Article tof: Redeployment of EneH forces 

1. After foe entry into force of this dedaratxm of principles, 
and not later than foe eve of elections for the Council, a 
redeployment of Israeli military forces in foe West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip will take place, in addition to the withdrawal of Israeli 
forces carried out in accorda n ce with Article XIV. - 

2. In redeploying its military forces, Israel will be guided by the 
principles that its military forces should be redeployed outside 
populated areas. 

3. Further redeployments to specified locations will be gradual- 
ly implemented commensurate with the assumption of responsi- 
bility for public order and internal security by the Palestinian 
police force pursuant to Article Vm above. 

Artide XTV: Israeli withdrawal from foe Gaza Strip and Jericho 


things, a Palestinian development authority, _a Gaza sea port 
authority, a Palestinian development bank, a Palestinian export 


promotion board, a Palestinian environmental au thority, 
Palestinian land authority and a Palestinian water administration' 
authority, and any other authorities agreed upon, in accordance 
with the interim agreement that will specify their powers and 
responsibilities. 

5. After the inauguration of the Council, foe dvfl administration 
will be dissolved, and the Israeli military government will be 
withdrawn. 


Artide VEtt: Pubic order mad s e curi ty 
In order to guarantee public order and internal security for the 
Palestinians of the West Bank and foe Gaza Strip, the Councfl wfll 
establish a strong police force, while Israel w3J continue to cany 
foe responsibility for defending against external threats, as well as 
the responsibility for overall security of Israelis for the purpose of 
safeguarding their internal security and public order. 


Israel will withdraw from foe Gaza Strip and Jericho areas, as 
detailed in tire protocol attached as Annex EL 

Artide XV: ScBotatiou of disputes 

1. Disputes arising out of the application or interpretation of 
this declaration of prindples, or any subsequent agreements 
pertaining to the interim period, shall be resolved by negotiations 
through the joint liaison committee to be established pursuant to 
Artide X above. 

2. Disputes which cannot be settled by negotiations may be 
resolved by a mechanism of conciliation to be agreed upon by foe 
parties. 

3. The parties may agree to submit to arbitration disputes 
relating to the interim period, which cannot be settled through 
conciliation. To this end, upon tire agreement of both parties, the 
parties wifi establish an arbitration committee. 


Artide XVI: Bnefi-Ftfestiniau cooperation concerning regional 




Artide IX: lam and nStny orders 

1. The Council will be empowered to legislate, in accordance 
with tire interim agreement, within all authorities transfered to it. 

2. Both parties will review jointly laws and mflitaiy orders 
pre sen tl y "in force in remaining spheres. 

Artide X: Joint braei-Palestfiiian Batson 

In order to provide for a smooth implementation of tins 
dedaration of principles and any subsequent agreements pertain- 
ing to foe interim period, upon foe entry into force of this 
dechuatxn of principles, a joint Israel-Palestinian liaison commit- 
tee' will be established in order to deal with issues requiring 
coordination, other issues of common interest, and disputes. 

. ill tirh TT Tmw II fri ulliilaii cooperation in rmiwratf UfiWt ' 
..Recognising the^mutualbenefTt of cooperation in. promoting the -* 
development of foe West Bank, the Gaza Strip and Israel, upon 
tire entry into force of tins dedaration of prindples, an Israeli- 
Palestinian economic cooperation committee wifi be established 
in order to develop and implement in a cooperative manner tire 


Both Parties view the multilateral working groups as an 
appropriate instrument for promot in g a “Marshall plan”, the 
regional programmes and other programmes, including special 
programmes for the West Bank and Gaza Strip, as indicated in 
the protocol attached as Annex IV. 

Artide XVH: M kcdb m eons provisions 

1. This dedaration of principles wifi enter into force one month 
after its signing. 

2. All protocols annexed to this dedaration of principles and 
agreed minutes pertaining there to shall be regarded as an integral 
part here of. 


Done at Washington D.C n this day of 1993 

for the government of Israel for the Palestinians 


uzt. 




Witnessed by: " 


The United States of America The Russian Federation 


T« 


M. KAHIL 



Don’t blindly follow the U.N. lead 


By Robert C. Byrd 


WASHINGTON — The news 
that the Clinton administration is 
considering an expanded role in 
United Nations peacekeeping op- 
erations is cause for concern. 

The plan would allow U.S. 
soldiers to serve under foreign 
commanders on a regular basis. 
Before adopting any directive 
embracing this policy, the admi- 
nistration should allow Congress 
to debate it thoroughly. 


admirably. 

But now, with tire humanita- 
rian mission successfully com- 
pleted, foe U.N. . is trying to 
rebuild the nation's political 
structure. This risky experiment 
could include thousands of U.S. 
troops. 


If the plan is carried out, we 
Americans would face more than 
the dubious prospect of sending 
U.S. troops into battle under 
foreign command. We might also 
become militarily involved in op- 
erations that the American peo- 
ple do not properly understand or 
support. 


Unless there is a national con- 
sensus in favour of U.S, involve- 
ment, any such military en- 
deavours could be disastrous. 
U.N. intervention in Somalia is a 
case in point. 

The operation was initially 
commendable. Its goal was to see 
that humanitarian aid was deli- 
vered to needy Somalis, and 
American troops performed 


The deaths of four American 
soldiers in Mogadishu and tire 
overt hostility of Somalis towards 
U.N. troops show that the opera- 
tion is crumbling. It is not worth 
American lives lost and Injuries 
sustained. 

Congress has never approved, 
or even considered, U.N. parti- 
cipation in forcing a political re- 
conciliation in Somalia. And 
there is certainly not a consensus 
among_ Americans that such an 
effort is worth any price in our 
soldiers' blood. 


Council resolutions and 
peacekeeping missions should not 
be used by any administration to- 
escape the hard job of consensus- 
budding, in Washington. 

Despite a Security Council re- 
solution authorising member na- 
tions to do battle against the 
marauding Iraqi army in Kuwait 
in 1990, the Bush administration 
sensibly sought congressional 
approval before committing U.S. 
forces. 


in 


The humanitarian mission ... 
.Somalia has now beenedipsed by 
a gang war in which the United 
States is taking sides under the 
U.N. umbrella. In October, the 
United Nations’ initial sax-month 
mandate there expires. If the 
mission is extended, additional 
money will be required. 


Without a consensus, the likely 
result of such an operation could 
be a cut-and-run failure similar to 
foe Beirut disaster from 1982 to 
1984. Lacking congressional and 
popular support, U.S. combat 
forces in Somalia should be re- 
moved. 

Dedication to U.N. Security 


The United States is expected 
to pay about 30 per cent of the 
U.N. peacekeeping bill. The 
U.N. interventions in Somalia 
and Bosnia are far more expen- 
sive than more traditional 
peacekeeping and humanitarian 
relief operations. 

Congress is already being 
asked to provide billions of dol- 


lars to support the mushrooming 
ambitions of the United Nations 
in peacekeeping operations 
around the world. 

The administration will have a 
tough sell in gaining support for 
more money. Where will these 
funds come from? We certainly 
should not cut spending on 
domestic needs to pay for foreign 
adventures. 

Yet the White House has re- 

2 nested almost Si billion for 
F.N. obligations in fiscal 1994. 
By setting aside this sum, the 
administration could avoid hav- 
ing to go to Congress to get 
approval for every peacekeeping 
endeavour in which it wants to 
get involved. 

Congress's ability to support or 
deny financing is critical to ensur- 
ing its voice in policymaking. 
Until a dear consensus is reached 
regarding the U.S. role in all 
peacekeeping matters. Congress 
should not hand off its constitu- 
tional responsibility. 

The writer, a Democrat from 
west vrrgma, is chairman of die 
Senate appropriation Committee. 
™ “J** * reprinted from the 
New York Tunes. 


Land prices 


double in two days 


By Karin Laid) 

The Associated Press 


rumours. 


JERICHO, Occupied West Bank 
— Land prices in this sleepy oasis 
doubled in the two days since 
word came that Israel and the 
PLO are close to formal agree- 
ment to start Pales tinian self-rule 
here. 

But ' the boom town atmos- 
phere is mixed with anxiety dial 
the autonomy experiment might 
fail because of infighting or PLO 
mismanage ment. 

“I tope the PLO doesn’t mess 
this up. This is the last chance for 
them and for us,” land dealer 
Arafat Ab Raoushe, 27, said 
Monday. 

The most likely threat to 
Pal e sti ni an autono m y would come 
from the Muslim fundamentalist 
group Hamas, which has rejected 
foe {dan as a sellout and vowed to 
fight it. 

But in Jericho, a farm town of 
some 15,000 people in the Jordan 
Valley, Hamas has tittle influ- 
ence, and PLO Chief Yasser Ara- 
fat’s mainstream Fateh faction 
re mains domin ant 

Mr. Arafat apparently also 
selected Jericho as nis foothold in 
foe Wfcst Bank as a “sure thing” 
where he would face Htrie politic- 
al opposition. 

Israel also finds Jericho appeal- 
ing because there are only three 
Jewish settlements nearby. Fric- 
tion is expected tO be minim al 
because, unlike many of foe 
120,000 settlers elsewhere in the 
occupied lands, the Israelis living 
near here are neither religious 
nor political hardliners. 

Jamal Safi, a top Fateh activist 
in Jericho, said Palestinian peace 
negotiators told him the 
changeover would be quick. “We 
were told we could already be in 
charge here by the end of the 
year,” said Mr. Safi, 31. 4 

Mr. Safi said Mr. Arafat would 
move to Jericho. He said five 
bouses were being renovated for 
foe PLO chief who is known for 
moving frequently for fear of 
assassin at ion. 

The “winter palace,” a dilapi- 
dated villa on foe main road Park 
Lane would likely house the 
offices of foe autonomous council 
in die first stage. 

The full understanding be- 
tween Israel and the PLO that 
would also involve the occupied 
Gaza Strip has not yet been pub- 
lished, and on Monday, Jericho’s 
main square was abuzz with 


“I hear there won’t be taxes for 
the first three years,” toy shop 
owner Emad Salem told Mr. Abu 
Raoushe hopefully. _ 

"If it’s true, HI buy you din- 
ner,” offered foe land dealer. 

Merchants in the market said 
they believed they would prosper' 
under autonomy, citing the ex- 
pected investment of tens of mil- ’ 
lions of dollars by diaspora 
Palestinians, the Europeans, 
Americans and Arab states. 

Jericho was a flourishing resort 
town before the 1987 start of the 
Palestinian uprising, drawing 
both Israelis and West Bank resi- 
dents who filled the garden res- 
taurants along the mam road and 
bought citrus fruit and souvenirs. 

Shopkeepers are confident foe 
good times are coming back. 
Over the past few months, sever- 
al have renovated rundown shops 
along foe main square and re- 
placed dusty merchandise with 
foe latest European imports. 

Mr. Abu Raoushe said land 
prices have doubled over the past 
two days, from about 510,000 per 
acre to $20,000. 

Prospective buyers called him 
in foe middle of the night while 
others knocked on his door car- 
rying bags of cash since word 
came Sunday on foe Israel-PLO 
deal. 

"They were ready to put their 
money down immediately,” said 
Mr. Abu Raoushe, adrimg that 
no Jericho residents were ready 
t o se ll because they wp^wl 
further increases. 

Ahmad Barham, 39, who 
cooperates openly with Israeli 
military authorities, said be 
would move out if Mr. Arafat 


4>. - 

. taf. 
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moved in. One of Mr. Arafat’s 
possible future homes is a two- 
story villa across the street from 
Mr. Barham. 

"I trust those who helped roe 
(the Israelis) and not those who 
stole the money of their people 
and built themselves villas,” said 
Mr. Barham. “Arafat doesn’t 
represent me." 

The fact that Mr, Barham was 
acting in an unprotected office in 

downtown Jericho without fear of 
being attacked is perhaps foe 
strongest indicator of the town’s 
laid-back attitude. 

In other West Bank dries, 
those who cooperate with Brad 
have been targeted by . under- 
ground activists who have killed 
750 &nce foe Palestinian uprising 
began in December 1987. • 


. *C • 


V * 
> 

< . 

. ■ V. I 


•j. I. f 
fc . 








ByMfcteelWfaite 

Tie. Associated Press 


egal immigrants becoming target of violence as resentment grows 




’ 'J'. 


LOS ANGELES — Grudgingly 
"accepted for decades as a source 
of cheap labour in the United 
States, undocumented immig- 
rants law become the targets of 
a growing and sometimes violent 
backlash. 

- Whflc potmdans and -editorial 
pages' press ever harder’for stric- 
ter inuragration control along the 
porous Mexican border, violence 
against immigrants and their 
.advocates appears on the rise. 

“We’ve been averaging several 
bate crimes cases per month,” 
said Roberto Martinez of the 
American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, which documents immig- 
, rant abuse. “It’s really acceler- 
: ated to the point we can’t even 
. keep track of them anymore.” 
In a recent New York Tirocs- 

- CSS News poll, 61 per cent of 
Americans supported a cutback 
in legally admitted immig rants 
The survey also found 68 per cent 
believed — incorrectly — ■ that 

, most .recent immigrants have en- 
tered the United States illegally. 

'Hie backlash has been 
strongest in recession-battered 
California, where many feel the 
' influx is straining already -strap- 
ped government services to the 
breaking point 
Immig ration officials retimafe 
300,000 illegal immigrants enter 
the United Stales each year. Cali- 
fornia absorbs about half of all 
immigrants, legal and illegal, they 

- say. 



You do not have to be m a gang to be shot, says this 
14-yeaar-oM Mexican 


Some of the state's most 
powerful politicians, including 
Republican Gov. Pete Wilson 
and Democratic Sea. Dianne 
Femstein, have joined a throng of 
citizen groups in demanding that 
the federal government take a 
tougher stand against un- 
documented immigration. 

Mr. Wilson has gone even 
further, calling for an end to 
illegal aliens receiving welfare, 
health care and education — and. 


in the most controversial propos- 
al, a bait to the practice of grant- 
ing citizenship to their American- 
born children. 

Mr. Wilson says illegal aliens 
account for about 2 million of his 
state's 31.5 million residents. 
Two-thirds of all babies born in 
Los Angeles' public hospitals are 
the children or illegal immigrants, 
he says. 

He estimates that citizens of 
other countries are robbing the 


state of $23 billion in services 
each year. 

Mr. Martinez and other advo- 
cates counter that legal and illegal 
immigrants alike contribute to 
the state’s well-being by starting 
businesses and paying taxes, and 
are less likely to seek government 
help than home-grown residents. 

Critics aren’t placated, arguing 
that the tide of newcomers has 
crippled state and local govern- 
ments. 

“This is the greatest betrayal of 
the people in the history of the 
United States.” said Glen 
Spencer, head of Voices of 
Citizens Together, a small group 
of anti-immigration activists. 

“The way to save America's 
butt,” he raid, “is to stop this 
hemorrhaging of our social 
system.” 

In recent months: 

— V andals ransacked tbe San 
Francisco offices of the Coalition 
for Immigrant and Refugee 
Rights, covering the walls with 
anti-immigrant obscenities. 

— A truckload of white teena- 
gers shouted racial insults and 
then beat immigrant Alejandro 
Cuevas as be walked along a 
street in Escondido, Calif. 

— Immigrant activist Inna 
Munoz, 20, was assaulted twice 
on successive nights in Davis, 
Calif. In one of the attacks, her 
assailants scrawled “illegal” and 
“wetback" on her arm and leg 
with a ball-point pen. 

— A group of. teens attacked 
undocumented immigrants at the 
border near San Diego. 


Ten years later, Russians unsure 
how to remember KAL 007 


V : ' By Larry Ryckman 

The Associated Press 

NEVELSK, Russia — The first 
'Russian monument to the 269 
v.. people killed on Korean Air 
Lines Flight 007 was to have been 
• —• r finished by now. 

, But 10 years after the plane 
strayed into Soviet airspace and a 
fighter jet shot it down, work has 

« ^ to 

— 1 Old tires, rusting cables and a 
* trttt -stack of metal poles litter the 
memorial rite, a roadside lot in 

— this fishing vfllage^^weiiooking' 

mud flats and the sea of Japan, 55 
kilometres from the spot whete 

the Boeing 747 slammed into the 

water. 


jlsittftS: 
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The failure to memorialise such 
a tragic cold war event reflects 
the uncertainty here on remote 
Sakhalin Island, where many resi- 
dents are only now starting to 
question the discredited Soviet 
version of what happened Sept 
1, 1983. 


“ Was the attack a justified re- 
sponse to western provocation, a 
. .. -panicked overreaction or the final 
;> mistake in a tragic series that 
•vended with the destruction of a 
Jumbo jet packed with passen- 
>gers about to eat breakfast? 

Kim Den Khi, a Sakhalin offi- 
”>"cW who serves as a liaison with 
the island's ethnic Korean minor- 
; *-ity, insists the monument be 
--ML 

• • '‘It’s not someth i ng only the- 
-’-families of the victims need,” be 
said- “AH our future generations 
- need it to prevent such tragedies 
. '■-in the future." 

U.S.-Soviet relations were 
-'phmged to a new low by the 
' N 'destruction of Flight 007. Preri- 
‘ dent Ronald Reagan denounced 
■7 the' KremBn. The Soviet govern^ 
1 ment said the civilian jetliner was 
onaspynrissibn, u usedbyAmer- 

; ican special services for their dirty 

aims.” 

.. Over the past year. President 


Boris Yeltsin of Russia has re- 
leased evidence that leaves little 
serious donbt about what 
happened high above Russia's 
Far East. Some of it is from the 
flight data recorders, or “black 
boxes,” which the Soviet govern- 
ment had said were never reco- 
vered. 

After the Jumbo jet left 
Anchorage, Alaska, for Seoul, 
South Korea, it veered hundreds 
of kilometres off coarse over the 
Bering Sea. 

After straying for more than 
jHO.boRi? oyer sensitive .military 
braes on the Kamchatka Peninsu- , 
ft and Sea of Okhotsk, tracked by 
Soviet fighters, the plane flew 
over Sakhalin, a verdant island 
turned fortress. Authorities be- 
low debated what to do. 

■ Finally, the order came and a 
Soviet officer shouted, “get Osi- 
povich to fire, and soon,” cursing 
that the intruder was approaching 
inte r na t io n al waters near Japan. 

Pilot Gennady Osipovich fired 
two air-to-air missiles from his 
SU-15 fighter and sent Flight 007 
crashing into the . sea. 

•Inside the Korean airliner, tire 
cockpit crew had - been laughing 
and sharing cigarettes when an 
alarm went off and the plane 
rapidly lost altitude, accormng to 
recently released transcripts of 
conversations on the data recor- 
ders. 

“Get up” one pitot shouted to 
another as they struggled with the 
controls. 

."I can’t” came the reply. 
Startled passengers, told only 
minutes before to prepare for 
breakfast, heard the announce- 
ment: “Urgent cabin descent. 
Fasten seat belts. Put on oxygen 
masks.” 

Mr. Osipovich radioed to his 
controllers: “The target is des- 
troyed.” 

He returned to base a hero. 
Soon afterward, when authorities 
learned the identity of the myste- 


rious intruder, he became simply 
a man who had followed orders. 


Aided by the newly released 
material, the International Ovil 


Even now, Mr. Osipovich in- Aviation Organisation (ICAO) in 


sists the Boeing was a ghost vessel June teamed the KAL crew for 
on a spy mission and carried no letting the plane stray into Soviet 

cised Soviet au- 


passengers. 


airspace. It 


Those who know the retired air thorities for shooting the jet 
force colonel say the experience down without attempting to con- 
ruined his life. tact the crew. 


ruined his life. tact the crew. 

“He killed a lot of people. , . , 

Their ghosts are in his Iritehen CODt *±? 

and in his garden, and he's trying ^' Soviet authorities mistook 

to find a way to live with it,”said -W pM 

Andrei mesh, an editor of the g«»t had been in the region eaiher 

newspaper Izvestia who wrote a *e ai ^aft d«- 

book on the disaster troyed despite “some doubt ab- 

^Ma^SiOaea^Sdere 

* of tlie? J tbc 

. flight’s purpose, nbtiiig tim W;'"2IS5“ l&SJP* f “ fled to 
■' rent faflmEto' find hninanri£ Ate error white tmautoina- 

mains. *“ P" 0 *- 

T don't believe there were any ♦■.-‘TS?’ 5 part °t? e t ? gedy 01 
passengers aboard,” said Ivan “2?' They never knew they were 
Biriukir captain of the fishing toew tirerc 

trawler Uvarovsk, the first vessel a c *** 1 1 

to reach the crash rite. Mr. knowtbey bad b ee n shot 

Biriukh said his crew found ™ wn : satojamra ^Oberg, an 
wreckage and personal belong- ‘ ~°f * ^ can au *bor and aerospace 

ings from the water, but no “ESJ* , ._ . . 

hrvHpc There s no indication from 


ings from the water, but no 
bodies. 


-My fiist impression ms that 

they just took some things from a a dne they d been hit by n 


e things from a 


store and put them in the water,” 
Mr. Biriukh told the Associated 
Press. “Things were very new. 
They still had labels in them.” 
Experts believe the jet hit the 
water with such force that ft 


For Mr. Osipovich, Mr. 
Biriukh and others on Sakhalin, 
the doubts remain. Some have 
'reluctantly accepted the western 
version of events. For others. 
Flight 007 has simply slipped into 


would be difficult to find any “* snn£y slipped into 

bodies intact, and that crabs and E*"* ^ S™* 

rvtViPr cao fifo tifa mAc4 UMOI1- 


other sea life ate most of the Umon - 
remains. “Ten years have passed since 

Some people think Soviet sear- then, and I don't feel like judging 
chers did retrieve bodies and tile past,” said Yevgeny Kras- 
secretly buried them in a mass noyarov, governor of the island, 
grave cm Sakhalin, then a closed Officials said they planned to 
military region . In early Septem- erect a temporary marker for the 
ber, Russia will let victims' faith- Sept. 1 anniversary and would 


secretly buried them in a mass noyarov, governor of the 
grave cm Sakhalin, then a doted Officials said they plan 
military region. In early Septem- erect a temporary marker 
ber, Russia will let victims' faith- Sept. 1 anniversary and 
lies excavate a remote site south build the memorial later. 


of Nevelsk in hopes of clearing up 
the mystery. 

Most of the dead were South 


The permanent memorial's de- 
signer doubts it will be built. 
“From my personal experi- 


Koreans and Japanese, but 61 ence, I know that if they make 
Americans were aboard, indud- something ‘temporary’ it will last 
ing Rep. Larry McDonald of forever ” said Khan San Tzun, a 
Georgia. local architect. 


300-year- drought doomed 
world’s first empire 


By Boyce Rensberger 

- WASHINGTON — The loiw- 
nmterious collapse in 2200 B.C. 
. ;of die Akkadian empire, the first 
.. imperial regime die world had 
.ever known,, appears to have 
been brought on by the abrupt 
onset erf . a severe drought that 
_ tested 300. yearn- 

. Tkb in the 

/■ Ang. 20 issue of the joumal 
. Science say that they have solid 
. evidence or such a climatic shift m 
. A Mfflfinn b 1 — 
potwnftand that it followed a 
■ vofcSihc enipobH that blanketed 
v;*® «g*on with a thin layer of 


.. ‘There has been a lot of spe- 
1 ,-cnlatjoa -about a drought wreak- 
hqC : havoc ftnraghout die ancient 
world g mtmrf that time, but not 
>•*0 Mbopotamia — we had a gap 
■'■,in the there —and there was 

• 3 k> hard evidence from any- 


ancient city between the Tigris 
and Euphrates rivers in what is 
now Syria. 

Marie- Agnes Courty, a French 
geologist working with Mr. 
Weiss, found foe evidence that 
explains the empire’s collapse. 
Miss Courty, who is with the 
Centre National de Recherche 
Sdentifiqne in Paris, used a 
microscope to examine sediment 
lying on house roofs of the tune 
and found a thick layer of volca- 
nic ash. In the surrounding coun- 
tryside. Miss Courty found a deep 

layer of wind-blown sand lying 
over die aril layer, measuring up 
to three feet thick in some ptoes. 

“That” Mr. Weiss said, “tdls 
you the donate went from good 
to rotten in a very short time — in 
the tens of years, Td say.” 

At the time the ash teU and the 
sandy layers formed at Tell 
LeOan, lire in the. dty stopped. 
Fbr the next 300 years there was 
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For many migrants, such 
atmdes have added an extra ele- 
ment of fear to the task of surviv- 
al, which already is difficult 


“For Mexican immigrants, it 
has become more dangerous,” 
said Margarito Cruz, a Vista, 
Calif., farmworker who was stop- 
ped and beaten by a local resident 
who saw him running from bor- 
der patrol agents m June. 

“There are many good people 
here,” he said, “but there are 
also bad people and you have to 
be carefuL” 


Ms. Munoz, a legal resident, 
said she never imagined her activ- 
ism would make ber the target of 
violence. 

“It turned my life upside 
down,” she said. “But if anything 


good came out of this, it reaf- 
firmed what I knew — standing 
up for what I believe in and 
letting people know of the reali- 
ties of immigrants and dispelling 
the myths.” 

In Los Angeles County, attacks 
on Hispanics and Asians have 
increased as the recession has 
worsened, said Eugene Momdl, 


executive director of the county's 
Homan Relations Commission. 

Reported attacks on Hispanics 
jumped from 67 in 1991 to 89 in 
1992, the most recent years for 
which statistics are available. 
Assaults on Asians, another com- 
munity with large numbers of 
immigrants, increased more 
sharply, from 54 to 80. 

Many more incidents go unre- 
ported because immigrants fear 
deportation if they complain to 
police, Mr. Moroell said. 

In the political arena, those 
same factors resulted in a broad- 


based campaign for tighter im- 
migration controls. A dozen bilk 
introduced in the California 
legislature would, among other 
things, deny some educational 
and welfare services to un- 
documented immigrants. 

In Washington, Ms. Feinstein 
announced plans for a bill that 
would force all who cross foe 
borders with Canada and Mexico 
to pay a SI fee. The proceeds, 
estimated at about $450 million 
per year, would be used to hire 
additional officers and buy new 
equipment for the border patrol. 










Mqfoe being roonded op by police, !Bk thfe suspect flfcgal alien, is better than the 

re s e ntm e nt in a c ountry fed up with immigrants 


target of growin g 


Filipina Female Workers — Needed 

. A . newly established hotel requires: 

1) Restaurant captain . 

2) Waitresses 3 No. 

3) House cleaners 3 No. for day work only. 

Please contact Nerissa at 
Turlno Establishment 
next to Estiklal Library, Sweifiyeh. 
For more details contact Ali. Tel. 661293 



FURNISHED APARVWENT FOR RENT 



Consisting of two floors. The first comprises 
a spacious lounge and kitchen, and the 
second comprises five bedrooms, including 
a master bedroom and a small salon. Total 
area 800 square metres, garden, separate 
garage. Location: Wadi Saqra 
Please call the owner directly at tel. 
646906 from 1:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
AQABA THERMAL POWER STATION- 
STAGE II PROJECT 
TURBINE ISLAND CONTRACT 
(TENDER NO. 46/93) 

The Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) announces the 
turbine island tender documents (Tender No. 46/93) fbr 
Aqaba Thermal Power Station-stage II extension project 
are available for purchase as of Aug. 29, 1993. 

The tender consists of the design, supply, delivery, 
erection, testing and .commissioning of two (2) steam 
turbine units each 130 MW with all auxiliaries for the above 
project which is an extension to the existing Aqaba 
Thermal Power Station that consists of two (2) x 130 MW 
oil fired power generating units. 

The project will be divided into four major contract 
packages, the boiler island, the turbine island, the civil 
works and the fuel oil tanks island. 

The bidders will be allowed to bid foir one tender package, 
any combination therefore, or a single turnkey contract’ 
It is expected that Arab and international funding agen- 
cies will participate in financing the project. Procurement 
will be subject to the terms and conditions of the 
respective lending agencies. 

Sealed tenders shall be submitted to the secretary of the 
Tendering Committee before 10:00 am. Amman time, 
Jan. 3, 1994, at the JEA office in Amman. 

Tender documents are available from the address given 
below for a non-refondable fee of $3,000 payable to JEA 
for each set consisting of two copies of the tender 
documents. 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Zahran Street-7th Circle 
P.O. BOX 2310 
Amman-Jordan 
Tex.: 21259, Fax.: 81833$ 



AL-ZAM1L 

AIR CONDITIONERS 


The only air conditioners that proved their high quality all^ 
over the Middle East area. 

provided with: 

-ft Warranty for one year 
* After sale maintenance 
All types & sizes are available at: 

Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
TeL 611996, fox 624689, Tlx. 21680 ARTCO 
& MEC Trading Corn. TeL 642722 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
AQABA THERMAL POWER STATION- 
STAGE II PROJECT 
BOILER ISLAND CONTRACT 
(TENDER NO. 47/93) 

The Jordan Sectricity Authority (JEA) announces the 
boiler island tender documents (Tender No. 47/93) for 
Aqaba Thermal Power Station-stage II extension project, 
are available for purchase as of Aug. 31, 1993. 

The tender consists of the design, supply, delivery, 
erection, testing and commissioning of two (2) boiler units, 
each for 130 MW power capacity with all auxiliaries for the 
above project which is an extension to the existing Aqaba 
Thermal Power Station that consists of two (2) x 130 MW 
oil fired power generating units. 

The project will be divided into four major contract 
packages, the boiler island, the turbine island, the civil 
*orks and the fuel oil tanks island. 

The bidders wnll be allowed to bid for one tender package, 
any combination therefore, or a single turnkey contract. 
It is expected that Arab and international funding agen- 
cies will participate in financing the project. Procurement 
will be subject to the terms and conditions of the 
respective lending agencies. 

Sealed tenders shall be submitted to the secretary of the 
Tendering Committee before 10:00 a.m. Amman time, 
Jan. 3, 1994, at toe JEA office in Amman. 

Tender documents are available from toe address given 
below for a non-refundable foe of $3,000 payable to JEA 
for each set consisting of two copies of the tender 
documents. 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Zahran Street-7th Circle 
P.O. Box 2310 
Amman-Jordan 
Tex.: 21259, Fax.: 818336 
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IMF modestly cuts 
industrial world 
growth forecast 


WASHINGTON (R) — The In- 
ternationa! Monetary Fund 
has modestly lowered its 
for economic growth in 
the industrial world far 1993 and 
1994, monetary sources said 
Monday. 

The new forecast — which will 
be published late next month — 
reifects a mflder-than-expected 
expansion in the United States, a 
deeper-tban-antidpated recess- 
ion in Europe and a Japanese 
recovery that has been slow to 
develop. 

“Things are being revised 
down a little bit," one source 
said. 

Monetary sources declined to 
reveal the details of the new 
forecast, which is still being final- 
ised by fund staff. 

-In April, the fund predicted 1 
industrial countries would regis- 
ter growth of 1-7 per cent this 
year and 2.9 per cent next. It 
forecast Japan would grow 1.3 
per cent this year and 3.5 per cent 
the next. European Community 
growth was forecast at 0.1 per 
cent this year and 2.2 per cent the 
next. 

The Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment, whose economic analysis 
often dosely mirrors that of the 


IMF, lowered its forecast for 
industrial country growth in June 
to 1.2 per cent for 1993 and 2.8 
per cent for 1994. 

“1994 will be a better year than 
*93, but it won't be particularly 
buoyant," one international 
monetary source said. 

Japan and Europe should begin 
to recover next year, but the 
upturn is likely to be modest, 
monetary sources said. 

In the United States, economic 
growth is likely to be held back 
somewhat in 1994 by the tax 
increases contained in President 
Bill Clinton’s plan to slash the 
federal budget deficit. 

The IMF forecast in April that 
the U.S. economy would expand 
by 3.2 per cent in both 1993 and 
1994. But that now looks too 
optimistic. 

The U.S. economy expanded 
by- only 0.9 per cent in the first 
quarter, and new figures due 
Wednesday are expected to show 
it only grew slightly foster than 
that in the second quarter. 

The Clinton administration has 
signalled that it expects to lower 
its forecast for U.S. growth to 
around 2.5 per cent for this year 
and about three per cent for next. 
One source said die IMF’s new 
forecast is likely to be in line with 
that. 


BNP to start off France’s 
privatisation drive 


PARIS (R) — Banque Nationale 
de Paris (BNP), which ranks 
among the world's biggest banks, 
will luck off the French govern- 
ment’s ambitious privatisation' 
drive in the next few weeks. 
Economy Minister Edmond 
Alphandery said Tuesday. 

. He said BNP's active role in 
the French economy had made it 
an abvious first candidate. “It’s a 
symbol," he said “It's a very good 
way to get the privatisation ball 
rolling." 

A total of 21 state-owned firms 
are due to be privatised under a 


Analysts reckon that the state 
would raise about 25-30 btUton 
francs ($4.3 billion to S5.llnnian) 
if it were to sell all of its 72.9 per 
cent direct stake ip BNP’s capital. 
Last week, when the bank re- 
leased its first-half results, it put 
its book value af 37 billion francs 
($6.3 billion). 4 

BNP — France's third largest 
bank with 1,900 branches and a 
presence in 78 countries — saw its 
net 'profit after payments to 
minorities tumble 61 per cent to 
■552 millkm francs ($89.5 million) 
in the first six months of this year. 


five-year plan hammered out by . . A £"*? *? 

.U- MiNuut ■ al nsks and loans that had gone 


the five-month-old centre-right/ 
coalition government. PriW 
Minister Edouard Balladur .Has 
said he hopes to raise 40 billion 
francs ($6.9 billion) tins year 


alone. 

■ The government 
published a short-list i 
which are to be the ' 
into private hands., 
eluded, as well a% 


} 

month 
Tour firms 
for sale 
These in- 
INP, phar- 
maceuticals and/chemicals firm 
Rhone-Poulend, oil company Elf 
! Aquitaine arjjtl a tsmall retail 
bank, Bar>qtfe Hervet. „ 

The facact date of the BNP 
sell-off^ has yet to be set. With 
investors around the globe now 
piling into equities, the dimate 
loots good. 

.•But just in case, the govern- 
ment has left itself the option of 
postponing the sale if market 
conditions are not suitable. 


sour, mainly the result of expo- 
sure to troubled small and 
medium-sized firms, were largely 
to blame for the profit slide. 

With such bad news behind it, 
analysts say the bank offers inves- 
tors foe prospect of a strong 
recovery, maybe as early as next 
year. They estimate that shares in 
the bank will be sold at a little 
over 500 French francs ($94) 
each. 

BNP itself had no comment to 
take on the news. Its chairman, 
Michel Pebereau, has kept a low 
profile since he was appointed 
shortly after March’s parliamen- 
tary elections. 

Mr. Pebereau won great re- 
spect from Franc’s financial com- 
munity for his management of 
Credit Commercial de Fiance, a 
smaller bank that was privatised 
in 1987. 


Japan M1T1 vows 
to change Byzantine 
economy system 


TOKYO (R) — Japan will re- 
form its Byzantine economic sys- 
tem to better integrate with the 
rest of the world, foe Ministry of 
In terna tional Trade and Industry 
(MITI) said Tuesday. 

“Our country will try to change 
itself so that it can establish an 
economic structure in harmony 
with that of the international 
community," Mm said in a re- 
port on trade and industrial poli- 
cy for 1994/95 starting next April. 

Specific measures for change 
indude deregulating public sector 
industries such as gas, improving 
unfair business practices, and re- 
laxing government regulations 
which form barriers to imports, 
the report said. 

Focusing on these measures, 
the ministry requested on Tues- 
day 917.4 bflUion yen ($8.82 bil- 
lion) for 1994/95 general account 
spending, dm core of of the 
ministry budget, up 4.2 per cent 
from a year earlier. 

Earlier this month, MITI 
Minuter Hiroshi Kumagai said 
Japan must slash its huge trade 
surplus or risk destroying the 
world economy. • 

“If Japan's trade surplus con-* 
tinues, it will be one factor lead- 
ing to the destruction of the world 
economy," he said. 

Tokyo’s trade surplus with the 
world increased in July for the 
31st straight month. 

On a customs-cleared baas, it 
jumped to $11,82 billion from 
$9.23 billion in July las* year, the 
finance ministry said. The politi- 
cally explosive surplus with tire 
.United States climbed to $4.68 
billion from $3.81 bfQicm. 

Meanwhile, a major business 
group has said that Japan’s busi- 
ness practices and regulations are 
curbing the price benefits 
Japanese consumers shot Id have 
gamed from the yen’s sharp rise. 

Japan should open its markets 
wider, promote competitiveness, 
ban such unfair practices as price 
fixing, and allow consumers grea- 
ter access to corporate informa- 
tion, said a report issued by the 
Japan Employers* Association. 

Theoretically, a $10 foreign 
product that cost 1,250 yen in 


Japan in February should cost 
1,010 yen now because of tire 
yen’s surge. This would be ex- 
pected to help foreign companies 
boost sales here. 

The report said, however, that 
such gains require proper func- 
tioning of the market mechanism. 

“But in our country, that is not 
the case," it added. 

Importers often do not pass the 
savings on to consumers. In addi- 
tion, prices are inflexibe] for farm 
and non-manufacturing services 
and products because of govern- 
ment regulations to protect 
Japanese sellers against foreign 
competition. 

The association said prices of 
such items as rice, beef, utilities, 
imported cars, international 
phone calls and taxi rides espe- 
cially need to be cat. 

That can be done through such 
steps as relaxing inspections by 
imported cars and food, and eas- 
ing restrictions on long-distance 
telephone services, it said. 

lire report urged companies 
against depending cm the govern- 
ment’s regulations and guidance 
A competing with foreign com- 
panies. 

It also told consumers they 
should be wise enough to view 
found nam es as. not necessarily 
signifying prestige and higher 
quality. 

An easing of regulations, in- 
cluding those considered barriers 
to foreign products, has become a 
key issue as the yen’s rise 
threatens Japan’s economic re- 
covery from a slump. 

The major cause of the yen’s 
st reng th is tire huge surplus in 
what Japan exports to tire United 
States and other countries, com- 
pared with what it imports from 
them. 

The higher yen was supposed 
to help cut the surplus by making 
Japanes goods more expensive 
overseas and foreign products 
cheaper in Japan. But the trade 
surplus has been growing, partly 
because the strong yen inflates 
Japan’s export figures in dollar 
terms while the nation’s econo- 
mic slump has kept it from sharp- 
ly raising imports. 


Russia pegs oil investment needs at $65 b 


HOUSTON (R) — Russia's 
prime minister told energy execu- 
tive Monday that the world’s 
second-largest oil producer wifi 
need about $65 billion by the year 
2000 to stem foe step slide in tire 
country^ crude production. 

Despite Russia’s vast promise, 
many U.S. companies have been 
reluctant to make major commit- 
ments because of a bureaucratic 
maze and confusing array of tax 
policies that increase their costs. 

But in a sign that cooperation 
may be growing, Russia struck a 
key gas transport deal with 
Houston-based Enron Corp that 
was announced Monday just be- 
fore Russian Prime Munster Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin addressed 
business executives here. 

’Dying to reassure the U.S. oil 
industry and repair strained ties, 
Mr. Chernomyrdin — once a 
refinery worker himself — said he 
was seeking another big oO ex- 
ploration deal by year-end. 


Western enreu 

have expressed frustration with 
tire pace of change in Russia and 
the endless red tape. But Mr. 
Chernomyrdin, aware of the cri- 
ticism, said Russia was eager to 
improve the business climate. 

“You wlD see a cum for the 
’better very soon ... the process is 
underway," be told the Greater 
Houston Partnership, a local 
business group of about 500 ex- 
ecutives, 

Mr. Chernomyrdin dedined to 
discuss details, saying they will be 
released Thursday in Washing- 
ton, when be is due to meet with 
Vice President A1 Gore. ■ 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said Russia 
wants to deal ff t nl y with oil 
companies that can offer exper- 
tise in exploration and production 
operations, as well as refining and 
marketing — something only the 
very biggest can do. 

He also said companies seeking 
to do business in Russia must be 


willing to take a long-term 
approach, re invest in the local 
economy and feed the domestic 
market. 

“I think the train is leaving the 
, station," energy expert Darnel 
* Yerginsajd. “Things are going to 
start happening. There’s momen- 
tum." 

The deal between Enron, a 
leading U.S. transporter of -natu- 
ral gas, and Russia's major natu- 
ral ps firm R.A.0 Gazprom calls 
for the development of new mar- 
kets for Russian gas in the Euro- 
pean power sector. 

Enron Chairman Kenneth Lay 
said tire .deal will start with an 
exchange of information about 
Europe’s natural gas and electric 
power markets and mil quickly 
move toward development of in- 
cfividual projects. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said Rus- 
sian officials are working to re- 
move barriers that have frus- 
trated western energy companies 


trying to complete joint ventures* 
in the country.. ; 

As an example, he said be 1 
set a deadline to complete hep.' 
tiatioos by year-end for tire de-! 
vekknent of the huge ofl offshore! 
fields sear the Saktudm islands in* 


"Mr. Cbernomyrdiii outlined; 
three areas of specific investment' 
for Russia's ou industry. 

He said at least $12 bdfkm fo! 
investment is needed to re p air t he ; 
thousands of idled fields and 
could return a profit within two to! 
three years. - 
Another area for im w stin e iut 
would be to increase ofi and gas-' 
production in ex isti n g fields,; 
which he said requires about $10- 
billion in investment. 

Long-term projects, that seek to 
explore new fields are also avail- 
able with investments of S3 bil- 
lion to $7 billion each year 
needed between 1995 and 2000, 
be said. 


Ukraine premier presents last-gasp reform plan 


KIEV (R) ' — Prime Minister 
Leonid Kndima presented a last- 
gasp programme to save 
Ukraine’s economy from collapse 
Tuesday and called for sweeping 
powers to end political paralysis 
and introduce vital reforms. 

Mr. Kuchma told deputies an 
overhaul of the former Soviet 
republic’s crippled political in- 
stitutions was required pending 
new elections to replace a parlia- 
ment he said was unable to adopt 
necessary measures. 

“Parliament is incapable of 
taking decisions. No action has 
been taken on 75 laws presented 
urgently to deputies,” he said. A 
state of emergency wifi not help, 
but emergency e conomic mea- 
sures are absolutely vital. All 
eastern Europe has gone through 
crisis. It is difficult to change a 
shovel into a computer." 

The prune minister presented 
tough anti-inflation measures to 
be discussed over the next 10 
days, including an abrupt bait to 
profligate' state credit for loss- 
making industry and agriculture. 

Mr. Kuchma's programme was 
thetlaiest of several elaborated 
since be took office last October 
with a mandate to place Ukraine 


on the same path to reforms 
'undertaken by Russia nearly a 
year earlier. 

But unlike in Russia, consum- 
ers in Kiev still form long queues 
early each morning for staples 
like milk and bread. 

Kiev shops were jammed Tues- 
day with anxious shoppers trying 
to beat price increases set for 
Sept. 1 and baying scarce supplies 
for the beginning of the school 
year. Many are available only 
with ration coupons. 

Mr. Kuchma said only a single 
structure for decision-making 
woald altar Ukraine find a way to 
introduce market mechanisms, 
curb inflation and bring down a 
vast budget deficit 

The central bank should be 
brought tinder the government’s 
control and the conservative 
Soviet-era parliament should con- 
fine its activities to working out a 
new constitution pending elec- 
tions in March, he said. 

The president would be re- 
sponsible for legislation and the 
government for its implementa- 
tion, inchxfing issuing decrees. 

Mr. Kuchma last week pre- 
dicted die imminent downfall of 
his own government following the 


Chinese leaders urge more efforts 
to restore economic order 


> ■ ; 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
d aimed initial success in a two- 
month offensive to restore order 
to its economy, but warned that 
much more needs to be done, 
state-run media reported Tues- 
day. 

“The current financial situation 
is still relatively grim,” said Vice 
Premier Zhu Rongji, despite suc- 
cess m areas like stabilising Chi- 
na’s currency, increasing bank 
savings and curbing real estate' 
speculation. 

A similar message was sent by 
President Jiang Zemin in the 
northeastern dty of Dalian last 
week, the Xinhua News Agency 
reported. 

In a major blow to his efforts. 


Mr. Zhu acknowledged in a re- 
port to legislators Monday that 
Beijing (ailed to recover two- 
thirds of nearly 220 billion yuan 
($38 IHon) in irregular inter- 
banl cans by an Aug. 15 dead- 
line. 

Recalling the loans was a cen- 
tral part of Mr. Zhu’s campaign, 
launched in early July after be 
took over as central bank gov- 
ernor, to reduce runaway infla- 
tion and cool an economy that 
grew 13.9 per cent between Janu- 
ary and June, from a year earlier. 

Funds used for speculation in 
stocks, real estate and foreign 
currency trading during the de- 
velopment frenzy of the past 18 
months are urgently needed to 


upgrade China’s badly strained 
infrastructure. 

No explanation for the failure 
was given, but Chinese officials 
blame strong resistance from in- 
creasingly independent-minded 
a provincial governments and un- 
* realistic expectations by Mr. Zhu. 

Mr. Jiang alluded to tins in his 
address to northeastern officials, 
urging greater provincial coop- 
eration. “To achieve our objeo-' 
five, we must unify our thinking 
and actions to make sure that 
orders and prohibitions of central 
authorities are carried out to to 
the letter,” be said. 

While urging the provincial 
leaden to seize opportunities for 
economic development, Mr. 


Jiang stressed the need for stabil- 
ity to prevent major losses. 

“We must continue to imple- 
ment these (macro-economic) 
policies and measures and pay 
attention to new circumstances 
and new problems that crop up in 
our economic work," said Mr. 
Jiang, also Communist Party 
general secretary. 

• Mr. Zhu conceded it would be 
“very difficult to reach the year’s 
goal of controlling the issuing of 
paper money” — a failure thre- 
atening severe reperc u ssions for 
efforts to control inflation, now 
naming at an annual rate of more 
than 30 per cent in some cities. 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 


SOMETIMES I UE AWAKE AT 
NI5UT, AND I ASK MVSELF, 

I '‘15 THIS ALL THERE IS? 1 ' 
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My horoscope says everyone in the 
world will have an absolutely 
delightful day, except me.” 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
ww tetter to each square, to fexrn 
tow ordinary wonts. 
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resignation of deputy prime 
minis ter Viktor Pynzeoyk, chief 
architect of Ukraine's fitful re- 
forms. 

Mr. Pynzenksaid conservatives 
were blocking attempts at 
change. Mr. *nc*«na predicted 
that parlaimeut would reject any 
pro gr a m me of reforms put to it. 

Monthlyu inflation stands at 40 
per cent, the country’s interim 
currency has fallen sharply and 
the budget deficit widening as 
g ove r ne n t lending and spending 
soar. 

Parliament, viewed with dis- 
dain by most Ukrainians, last 
week threw the country’s political 
future into disarray by felling to 
take any decision on its key in- 
stitutions. 

Two days of wrangling pro- 
duced no agreement on whether 
to hold new elections or proceed 
with referendum* of confidence 


in parliament and President 
Leonid Kravchuk. He and other 
leaders adopted no dear position 
on the matter. 

Mr. Kuchma, former director 
of Europe’s largest missile fac- 
tory, said it would take years to 
create a stable economy and im- 
prove living standards. 

“There is tragedy ahead, but 
not catastrophe. We will sur- 
vive,” he said. 

He alto repeated his conviction 
that Ukraine needed to proceed 
with an economic onion with 
Russia to ensure its energy sup- 
plies and main cam its tradition 
trading links. 

Creation of such a onion, 
viewed itii suspicion by Ukrainian 
nationalists, is a key issue at the 
forthcoming summit of Comrnon- 
weath on Independent States 
members. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 1, 093 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Go 
after what you want today in a 
direct and uncomplicated fashion 
but as the day wears on you will 
find that you will need to be more 
tactful and diplomatic to overcome 
a worrisome feeQngJthar & inJhe 
air: ‘ ; 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You can’t seem to get the ideas you 
want earty for being more creative 
but then you Bad you can get into 
other duties and make them work 
to your satisfaction. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
matter at your residence can keep 
you from the earty start you had 
anticipated although later you can 
get into your special talent and 
perfect rt. 

GK&flNZr ( May 22 to June 21) 
Don’t let A m essage from a partner 
you from getting into home 


r family affairs you had planned 
to attend to and improve all at your 
dwelling. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think about what you can 
do to avoid worry over money 
matters in the daytime but later 
you see ways to workJhgmoqt to 
your satisfaction. ~ — 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Earty 
morning anxiety should not keep 
you from going after your intimate 
and personal aims but you are able 
to bring them -right into your orbit 
of influence. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 


22 ) Secret disturbance can keep 
you from an early start but then 
you can contact those with social 
information yon need and gain 
their confidence. 

LIBRA: (Se p te m be r 23 to October 
22) JDoot e xp ec t a friend Bo do 
what you want earty but soon yon 
find other dose contacts who wiU 
go out of their way tube helpful to 
your aims. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Events start slow in the 
outside world bur roon they start to 
break in your behalf and your are 
able to handle the deuils of them 
very well indeed. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Dcm't yield to going 
off on some tangent early from 
frustration or it is a day when you 
can achieve a great deal in the 
world public vocation. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Avoid a dispute over 
an account early and then by off 
into some new venture or under- 
taking which you have a 
chance to make a 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A bombastic person can 
upset you earty but don’t be in- 
timudated by bnt continue carrying 
through with promises made 2 s you 
have agreed to do them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can’t inviswn the scope of 
job activities earty but later one 
who has clarity of speech and view 
will be able to do so for you. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


ACROSS 
1 Dog of a 
Hungarian 
breed 
5 Flavor 

10 Samir faka 

14 Image 

15 Varnish material 

IB Wings 

17 Word of despair 

18 Browned bread 

19 Volunteer State: 
abtor. 

20 Reputation 

21 Ragtime dines 

23 Frigid 

25 Bestows 
excessive love 

28 South Dakota's 


a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


29 Lariat 

32 Forest of — 

33 Apiece 

34 Govt. gp. 

37 Chaucer work 
fwtti'Tha") 

41 Afternoon social 

42 Older times 

43 Unawares 

44 Actress 
Vardugo 

48 MetaMc sounds 
47 “A Befl tor — " 

50 Invent 

51 Pubic opinion 
survey 

55 Goofy 

59 Opposed 

60 Comp eti t o r 

61 Norwegian dty 

62 Depots: abbr. 

63 Certain Arab 

64 Orderly 

65 Saucy 

66 Perfidious 

67 Powdered 
starch 

DOWN 

1 French 
chanteuee 

2 Western school 
letters 

3SoS 

4 Privately 

5 Coton^e 

6 AucflWy 





7 "A partridge in 
a — tree" 

8 Siberian dty 

9 Ceremony 

10 IndeSbie skin 
design 

11 Vigilant 
l20ugout 

13 Canvas shatters 
22 Length units: 
abbr. 

24 Caen's ftver 

26 Agreement 

27 Dies — 

28 Fetter or MBay 

29 Author — 

_ Wtgate Wider 

30 Land measure 

31 TbnW 

33 Blade, to poets 

34 Verve 

35 Strike with a 
beak. 

36 Inquires 
33 Grain 

39 Tarsal bones 
4? Deserts 


Vestarrfay'i Pezzle Sehred: 


□non nnnn nnnnn 
noon nnnn nnnnn 
noon cincui nnonn 
noon nnnnnnnnnn 
nrnnnno nnnn 

noonon 
□noon noofi nnnn 
nnnrnnno nnnnnnrc 
onnn nnno nnnnn 
nnnnno onoon 

noon nnnnnr; 
noonomnonn nnnn 
nnonn onon n^nn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
onnno nnnn nnnn 


44 Join 

45 Comedian 
CostaSo 

46 Dog 

47 Pacing 

48 "tnfarnu" name 

49 Church Mature 

50 Scottish groups. 


52 CW. teacher 

53 Kind of cotton 
54Qfipee 

56 On die 
briny 

57 Pen nant 

58 hi — 
(oompleWy) 
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Saudi Arabia says economy in good shape 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia has 
strongly rejected critical Western 
media reports on its economy as 
in-judged and unfair and said it 
was proud, of using its huge oil 
wealth to build a modem state. 
. Finance Minister Moha mmad 
Abal Khail said in a letter to the 
New York Times Aug. 26 that 
there was -no cause for concern 
about the Saudi economy. 

The newspaper, which last 
week ran a two-part series which 
drew a grim pi c t ur e of die state of 
the Saudi economy, has yet to 
publish the minister’s response. 
Reuters obtained a copy of his 
seven-page letter. 

The newspaper reported that 
reserves dropped to S51 billion 
from $121 bUbou with spending 
on defence and social program- 
mes, the 1991 Gulf war and fore- 
ign aid. 


Sbcikb Abal Khail confirmed 
dud Saudi Arabia had deple t ed 
its foreign reserves to transform 
the desert kingdom from “a tribal 
society to a modem state." 

He said the world’s lamest oil 
producer and exporter “has al- 
ways managed its affairs prudent- 
ly*" 

■ “That the kingdom produces 
about eight million barrels of oil 
daily should in itself be an assur- 
ance of continuing flow of foreign 
exchange,” he added. 

Sheikh Abal Kbail said Riyadh 
had in the past two decades in- 
vested $900 bfllioa in developing 
its in fr astr u ct u re, provided $70 
billion in soft loans for invest- 
ment in industry, housing and 
construction and spent another 
$70 bOlion on loans and aid to 70 
developing countries. 

Saudi Arabia had no public 


utilities such as electricity or wa- 
ter in many of its major cities 25 
years ago. It now boasts an im- 
pressive power network, huge 
water desalination plants, un- 
rivalled roads and owns pipelines, 
airlines, ships, petrochemical 
completes aid industries from 
electronics to frozen hamburgers. 

Several criticial reports in re- 
cent days in U S. and British 
media cast serious doubts about 
government finances. 

These' doubts were largely dis- 
counted by bankers and diplo- 
mats in foe kingdom but they 
enured market jitters in Saudi 
Arabia where investors were 
ditching their riyak for US. dol- 
lars while interbank interest rates 
rose. 

The reports also led to worries 
in Saudi Arabia that the kingdom 


may not be able to obtain fonds 
abroad as easily as it had done in 
the past. 

The minister strongly defended 
Saudi banks against charges of 
mi s m a n agement and failure to 
deal with bad debts. 

U.S. banking regulators de- 
cided against downgrading Saudi 
Arabia’s credit rating last March 
despite! recommendations from, 
the U.S. central bank econom- 
ists, U.S. officials said. 

They said the regulators at the 
New York Federal Reserve Bank 
— members of the so-called 
Inter-Agency Country Exposure 
Review Committee (ICE.RCJ — 
maintained Saudi Arabia’s categ- 
ory. 

Sheikh Abal Kha3 also stressed 
that the oovertible Saudi riyal was 
covered fully by a special hard 


currency reserve of more than 
$20 billion. 

“There is nothing to cause con- 
cern to any financial institution,” 
Sheikh Abal Khail said, adding- 
that hard currency assets of Saudi 
commerrialbaiiks exceeded $15 bil- 
lion. 

The New York Times had said 
Riyadh's liquid reserves may 
have fallen to about $7 billion. 

But Sheikh Abal Khail said 
Saudi public debt was no more 
than the 52 per cent limit of gross 
domestic product GDP set by the 
European Community (EC) for 
credit worthiness. 

The minister said government 
foreign debt was only $4.5 billion. 

Total debt includes loans 
obtained by other public bodies 
and raised in domestic markets. 
Bankers in foe kingdom said that 



A ...Vs,..-:: =. 


Mohammad Abal Khail 

with the IMF putting the coun- 
try's gross domestic product 
(GDP) at $119 billion, foe minis- 
ter’s figure suggests a total public 
debt of some $61 billion. 


GATT sets Dec. 1 5 as last Uruguay Round date 


GENEVA (R) — Trade envoys 
from 116 nations Tuesday en- 
dorsed a final deadline of mid- 
December for completing a Uru- 
guay Round tariff-cutt ig treaty, 
wind) would then be igned at a 
ministerial meeting i April, a 
GATT spokesman r id. 

Peter Sutherland, director- 
general of foe General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), firmly set Dec. 15 as 
the make-or-break date to clinch 
a pact to liberalise global trade. 

After closed-door talks of the 
trade negotiations committee 
(TNC), the round's steering 
body, a GATT spokesman said: 

“Sutherland dearly and une- 


quivocally stated to foe TNC that 
Dec. 15 is foe end of foe round 
for good or for bad. There will be 
no extension. He emphasised that 
twice." 

Mr. Sutherland boldly called a 
ministerial meeting for April in 
Geneva to sign the more thn 
500-page treaty. 

Andrew Stoler, acting bead of 
the U.S. trade representative's 
office in Geneva, welcomed the 
firm timetable. He told Reuters: 
“We always felt that mid- 
December would be time 
enough. If we cant do it by then 
then. iPs too bad." 

Mr. Stoler added: “We can 
hardly take issue with the date, as 


we are basically the ones who set 
it under our fast-track process." 

U.S. President Bfll Clinton 
must inform Congress by Dec. 15 
about his intention to sign an 
accord to liberalise world trade. 
Under foe “fast-track" negotiat- 
ing authority, his administration 
then has 120 days, or mid- 
April, to sign ft. 

The GATT spokesman said: 
“There was unanimous support 
for Sutherland's work program- 
me to finish the round by year- 
end.’’. 

No delegates from the 116 na- 
tions attending foe TNC took the 
floor! to object to a ministerial- 


level signature meeting in April, 
according to the GAT T spokes- 
man. 

The ambitious round was laun- 
ched in September 1986 to break 
down trade barriers in agricul- 
ture, goods and services into the 
next century. 

Mr. Sutherland warned in a 
speech: “Failure to reach agree- 
ment by the end of this year 
would undermine the multilateral 
trading system with unpredictable 
economic, political and, even, 
security consequences." 

“Mushrooming trade disputes 
and deep antagonisms between 
regional blocs would foreshadow 
serious damage to the world eco- 


nomy," he added. “The process 
of economic recovery in the in- 
dustrialised countries would not 
only be impeded but might well 
be reversed.” 

Mr. Sutherland, a former com- 
petition commissioner for the 12- 
nation European Community, 
urged governments to “demons- 
trate political leadership” and 
“free down vested interests." 

“The overall benefits of the 
round clearly outweigh perceived 
costs in particular sectors," said 
Mr. Sutherland, who stepped 
down as chairman of Allied Irish 
Banks two months ago. 

Delegates met after a month in 
their capitals during which they 


were to seek fresh concessions to 
pave foe way for winding up the 
round — long blocked over rows 
on cutting farm support. 

Mr. Sutherland called for an 
immediate resumption of inten- 
sive negotiations and improved 
offers on market access, adding 
that so far only 54 of the 116 
nations bad put forward propos- 
als. 

He called for accelerated nego- 
tiations for bringing services 
(banking, insurance, telecom- 
munications) under GATT rules, 
saying finalising an accord by 
mid-September would add “help- 
full momentum to the overall 
Uruguay round process." 
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Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
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Mongolian Barbegue for 
Lunch Friday only ■ 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 
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China will not rule out 
use of force oyer Taiwan 


PEKING (R) — China issued a 
major policy paper on Taiwan 
Tuesday, repeating its offer of 
peaceful unification bat threaten- 
ing again that Peking may use 
military force if necessary to re- 
take the island. 

“Peaceful unification is a set 


policy of the Chinese govern- 
ment," the cabinet said in its 


“white paper" on Taiwan. 

"However, any sovereign state 
is entitled to use any means it 
deems necessary, including milit- 
ary ones, to uphold its sovereign- 
ty and territorial integrity.” 

The white paper came as Pek- 
ing and Taipei settled into the 
first round of ground-breaking 
talks on improving links long 
fraught by cold war suspicions 
and bitter memories of China's 
civil war in the late 1940s. 

Peking’s communist rulers re- 
jected any prospect of Taiwanese 
independence. 

"The Chinese government is 
closely following the course of 
events and will never condone 
any manoeuvre for ‘Taiwan inde- 
pendence,'" it said. 


Chinese and Taiwanese nego- 
tiators met in Peking to start 
working out how to handle the 
explosive growth of economic, 
family and tourism ties as ten- 
sions eased in recent years. 

The talks, carefully "unofficial" 
to circumvent TaipeTs standing 
ban on official contact, represent 
the latest in a series of high-level 


meetings unimaginable only five 
years ago. 

The Chinese cabinet’s paper, 
"The Taiwan Question And The 
Reunification Of China," is 
meant as a political framework 
for Peking’s policies. 

As with previous Chinese white 
papers on the questions of human 
rights and Tibet, diplomatic 
analysts looking for new Chinese 
initiatives were likely to be dis- 
appointed. 

The paper again sets forth Pek- 
ing’s unequivocal claim to 
sovereignty over Taiwan, which 
has served as a base for die 
Nationalist Chinese government 
since Generalissimo Chiang Kai- 
Shek led bis defeated forces there 
in 1949. 

It accuses the Unitqd States 
government of causing the divi- 
sion and then working to prolong 
it, most recently in 1992 by 
agreeing to sell Taiwan 150 adv- 
anced F-16 jet fighters. 

Under the flag of sovereignty, 
the Chinese white paper rules out 
any countries having official di- 
plomatic links with Taipei, rejects 
Taiwan's hopes to return to the 
United Nations and insists that all 
air transport agreements between 
third countries and Taiwan be 
submitted for China’s approval. ' 

China’s strict attitude toward. 
Taiwan's international political 
status appears to refle * fears 
Pe kina’s el 


place to retake the British colony 
of Hong Kong in 1997 and the 
Portugese enclave of Macao in 
1999, Taiwan is now the only 
issue standing in the way of the 
Communists’ pledge to unify the 
whole natiop under their role. 

"For various reasons, Taiwan is 
still separated from the main- 
land,” the paper said. 

"Unless mis state of affairs is 
brought to an end, the trauma on 
.die Chinese nation mil not be 
healed and the Chinese people’s 
struggle for national reunification 
and territorial integrity will con- 
tinue.” 

The paper restates China’s for- 
mula for resolving the issue: The 


‘one country, two systems prop- 
j basis 


v elderly aders 

that tune is growing soon 


among 
"lat to 
With 


eking’! 

wring 

agreements alreaa m 


osal that already forms the 
for Hong Kong's return to 
Chinese role in 1997. 

Under this arrangement, 
Taiwan's Nationalist g ov er nm ent 
would be allowed almost free rein 
in running the island’s internal' 
affairs as long as it bows to 
Peking on diplomatic issues. 

Peking has promised not to 
station administrative or military 
personnel on the island, while 
saying that c e rt ai n Taiwanese 
leaders could be appointed to 
senior positions in the central 
government. 

"It should be affirmed that the 
desire of Taiwan compatriots to 
run die affairs of the island as 
masters of th'ir own house is 
justified and reasonable,” the 
white paper said. 



RUSSIAN NAVY IN SEOUL: The Rrafem 

mtaBe destroyer Bystry b welcomed by a South 
Korean Navy b amir guard at the port of Pusan 


Tuesday. Three 


the Rumba Navy 
visit, with their 
the two 
(AFP photo) 


Iran holds 
military 
exercise at 
border with 
Armenia 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Some 10,000 
Iranian troops held joint man- 
oeuvres with the air force near 
the Armenian border following 
warnings that Tehran would not 
tolerate the Armenian offensive 


in Azerbaijan, state-run radio 
said Tuesday. 

The exercise, involving tile 21tf 
Battalion of the army’s elite 
ground forces as well as the air 
force, took place in the border 
area of Maraud, 50 kilometres * 
from the autonomous A r me n i a n 
region of Nakhichevan in Azer- 
baijan and 70 kilometres (45 
miles) from Armenia proper, it 
said. 

The manoeuvre is the first con- 
ducted by Iran on its northern 
border since the 1979 revolution. 

Tehran Radio said forces suc- 
cessfully conducted the first 
phase of the excercise, code- 
named "Sahand 1” after a*moun- 
tain range, in the region, against 
the mode enemy and is to begin 
"Sahand 2” shortly. 

The action comes amid increas- 
ing signs that Tehran is ready to 
adopt a tougher stand towards 
the Armenian offensive in Azer- 
baijan. 

Meanwhile, Armenian separat- 
ist forces launched a new offen- 
sive Tuesday on the southwestern 
Azerbaijani regions of Dzfaebrail 
and Knbatiy and were advancing 
towards Zangelan, farther south,, 
the Azerbaijani Defence Ministry 
said. 

The ministry,- quoted by the 
Interfax News Agency, said die 
separatist Armenian troops Tues- 
day morning captured all tbe 
villages on the right bank of the 
Akera River, just east of Kubati, 
and were nearing Zangelan, lo- 
cated near the Iranian border. 

The Ministry said that so far 38 
villages in the Dzebrail area and 
18 in the Kubati region had fallen 
to the separatists, who are seek- 
ing to consolidate their hold on 
all territory southwest of the dis- 
puted Nagorno-Karabakh en- 
clave, as far as the Iranian bor- 
der. 


NEWS n BRIEF 


Gunman kills 7 In i kistan mosque 


ile have been killed in two 
indudhig seven shot 


An armed man burst into the 
central Lahore and 


ISLAMABAD (R) — At least 34 
days of pre-election violence in 1 
■dead Tuesday while praying in a 
birth of the 

small mosque in the ancient Raj 
sprayed the congregation with automatic gunfire, killed seven 
people and injuring 15 as they knelt in prayer, police said. “If tbe 
worshippers had been standing perhaps there would have been 
more c^nce of survival,” senior police superinte n dent Tanvir 
Ahmad said by telephone from Lahore. The gnnm m catered the 
mosque as the congreg a t i on of about 30 were tabbing regular 
early morning prayers and opened fire with a Kafeshakov amaul 
rifle, a police officer said. The an ne ap ed oa a motorcycle 
driven by aa aceorapfee wm*ing at the pk, the officer said. 


*1 Rtorfmdmlters killed 

... « i ■ • . - 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — - The survivors Off a massacre at a Rio 
De Janeiro shanty town where 71 people were gunned down 
Sunday s gged jov a* : ..jt n leave for fear the ’^'llers 


In Stepanakert, the enclave's 
main dty, Armenian authorities 
said their troops successfully re- 
buffed an Azerbaijani counter- 
offensive in Kubati. They said 
onef Armenian soldier died and 
four others were injured in the 
fighting. 

They added that an extremist 
Azerbaijani organisation known 
as the "grey Wolves" had joined 
ranks with Azeri forces in Kubati 
and that the local Kurdish 
population living there was being 
used as human shields. 

Scheduled negotiations on the 
disputed enclave were indefinite- 


ly postponed Monday at the re- 
quest of Azerbaijan, which is also 
plagui 


tagued with domestic unrest. 

An Azerbaijan spokesman said 
the request had been made be- 
cause of Sunday’s referendum in 
tiie republic which confirmed the 
ouster of fugitive Azerbaijani 
President Abulfaz Elchibey and 
tire people's confidence in acting 
president and former Communist 
leader Geidar Aliyev. 

The United States reaffirmed 
Monday its support for Mr. 
Elchibey, saggestmg Sunday’s re- 
erendum may have been flawed. 


would return. “I'm standing nere speaking to the cameras but I 
am scared, Tm scared,” a crying man told television reporters 
Monday. Around 20 hooded gunmen aimed with automatic 
weapons burst into the Vigario Geral shanty town dose to 
midnight Sunday in what appeared n be revenge for the deaths of 
four pciice officers the night before, a police official said. 
Witnesses said they saw the group of armec men descend shooting 
from four cars at tbe plaza where the Rio De Janeiro officers bad 
been killed. “They jumped ont of the car shooting wildly in every 
direction,” said a teenager who asked not *o be identified and 
who had watched the scene from a neighbouring bouse. Men and 
women who until moments before had been relaxing at near-by 
bars escaped in panic while die hooded men set fire to cuts and 
shot dead a passer-by, the teenager said. The (tillers then split up 
into three groups and raided the shanty town where they seemed 
to choose their victims at random. 


German asylum hostel set ablaze 


COLOGNE, Germany (R) — Fire broke out in a hostel inhabited 
by around 100 asylum seekers in the western German town of 
Detmold early Tuesday morning, and police said they were not 
ruling out arson. A police spokesman said the fire started in a 
closet under the stairs. The inhabitants were evacuated but later 
allowed to return. Four were taken to hospital suffering from 
smoke inhalation. Germany has experienced a wave of racist 
violence, often carried ont by young skinheads or neo-Nazis, since 
ratification in late 1990. 


U.N. considers Haiti security mission 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The U.N. Security Council 
Monday discussed a proposed 1,000-person-strong mission to 
Haiti that would help modernise the police and army in the 
violence-prone nation . r - <ndl President Madeleine Albright, tbe 


U.S. ambassador whe 
that tbe Council woul 
30 people to prepare i 
man Robert Maival toe 


is the Council this month, announced 
n disptach an advance mission of op to 
i larger deployment. Earlier Boriness- 
he reins of a new Haitian gov e r nm ent 


and immediately appealed for economic aid to help restore 
democracy to his impoverished homeland. 


Mr. Maival was 
installed as Haiti's new prime mini aw in an emotional c e remony 
at the Haitian embassy here presided over by moled Pres iden t 
Jean- Bertrand Aristide, who was ousted in a September 1991 
coup and is to be restored to power OcL 30. 


Nigeria ports hit by democracy strike 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s main seaports were crippled Tuesday by 
strikes by workers opposed to the country’s new tmdected interim 
government and the introduction of a new e xp ensiv e grade of 
petrol into the market. "There is no work at Apapa and Tin Can 
prats,” an official at the headquarters of the Nigerian Ports Authority 
(NPA) said. She said tbe few administrative staff who turned up 
for work at NPA were about to return borne. The central trade 
ration body, the Nigeria Labour Congress, and the mam oil 
workers ration called the strike to demand a democratic govern- 
ment and the withdrawal of a high priced grade of petrol from file 

market. 


Seoul: Chun exaggerated dam threat 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea’s anti-graft investigators accused 
ex-president Chun Doo Hwan Tuesday of exaggerating the 
danger of a suspected North Korean plan to build a Ami that 
could unleash flood waters into the South. The Board of Aucfit 
and Inspection (BAI) said in a report Mr. Qnm made an 
improper decision to build a dam on the North Korean border to 
counter the water threat from the North. Wrapping up a 
months-loog investigation into the dam project, tbe BAI said 
.Mr. Chun intended to use the issue of nafinrai security to 
"stablise domestic politics” at a time when pro-democracy call* 
were threatening his strongann rale. "We concluded die 
to build the dam was not properly made ....and Chun’s 
a dmini stration exaggerated flic perceived threat of North Korea’s 
water offensive against the South,” a BAI spokesman said. Mr. 
Chun, who' ruled the country for eight years until February 1988, 
has denied any wrongdoing in the detiafoa to build the peace dam 
on the Han Rrver, just south of the border with C ommun ist North 
Korea. • • 


c 


Angola n 
forces 
advance 
into Huambo 
province 


LUANDA (R) — Angolan gov- 
stered by fresh 


ernment forces bolstered by 
recruits and more arms have adv- 
anced deep into Huambo pro- 
vince towards the rebel capital of 
the same name. 

State-run Journal De Angola 
newspaper reported Tuesday that 


government troops were now 80 
tst or Huambo City, 


kilometre west 
between the towns of Uknma and 
trio. 

_ iting was raging elsewhere 
ip the central I 

A Reuter photographer in 
~~ Bengnela province re- 
heavy fighting in recent 
days around tbe town of Bakxn- 
bo. Tbe anny had opened a new 
[front there in its 
push from the Atiantic coast to- 
wards the UNTTA rebel head- 
quarters. 

The news pa per said five UN- 
I ITA guerrillas died in fighting to 
reoccupy the village of Monte 
Belo last week and 20 more w er e 
killed in mop-up operations 
around Bocoio. 

The reports could not be mr 
I pendently co nfirm ed. 

ic sources are sceptic- 
al about a daim in state-run 
media Monday that 2,000 UN- 
ITA men were killed in fighting 
| in the area last week. 

After months of disarray, tbe 
government last month launched 
a push towards Huambo City to 
try to recapture the provincial 
capital seized - by UNITA 
(National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola) last 
March and relieve pressure on 
besieged Grito 120 kilometre to 
the east. 

Western diplomats say the gov- 
ernment is under pressure to 
complete the operation before 
October, when tbe rains resume. 

Government forces are in im- 
[ prayed shape folio win 
[ ointment chive and a 


re- 


supp- 


| fy of arms but a speedy recapture 
is far from guaran- 


j of Huambo 

teed, the diplomats said.' 

“They may turn tbe comer. 

| But they haven't tinned the cor- 
neryet,” one said. 

The government has recap- 
tured a string of towns from the 
coast to Ganda, which is halfway 
towards Huambo Qty, and is 
trying to consolidate its positions. 


Clinton briefed on plan for 
post-cold war defence 


WASHINGTON (AP) — De- 
fence Secretary Lea Aspin has 
briefed President Bill Clinton on 
his plan for a post-cold war milit- 
ary establishment that is smaller 
and cheaper but keeps the “for- 
ward presence” of u.S. forces 
arcana the globe. 

Mr. Aspin was expected to 
release the document Wednesday 
and discuss it in a speech Thurs- 
day at Georgetown University, 
officials said. 

The plan is the result of months 
of internal administration debate 
on tbe proper mix of U.S. Armed 
Forces to meet what Mr. Aspin 
considers tbe four main threats to 
American national security after 
the demise of tbe Soviet Union. 

Those dangers — tbe spread of 
nuclear arms, regional threats 
such as Iraq or Iran, tbe faflure of 
democratic re f orm in tbe former 
Soviet Union, and U.S. economic 
deefinfl — form the basis of Mr. 
Aspm's reshaping of the Amer- 
ican military. 

"It is a response to tbe new 
world,” said a senior Pentagon 
official familiar with the new 


plan. The official discussed it on 
condition be not be identified. 
Many details have been re- 


ported but modi remains un- 
known. 


including the cost The 
Washington Post reported this 
month mat Mr. Aspin’s proposed 
restructuring would cost about 
$20 billion more than the $1.2 
billion Mr.Qinton has said he 
wants to spend on defence over 
the coming five yean. 

Mr. Aspin referred to his new 
plan in a speech last week to a 
convention of tbe veterans of 
foreign wars. 

"So rarii has 4i«t we 

believe that we had to review onr 
de fe nc e requirem e nt from the 
bottom up, Mr. Aspin said. 

“I have long felt that if we 
merely cut tbe cold war forces 
from the top, we’d simply end up 
with a smaller cold war force, but 
that’s not what we need,” be said. 
“We need a force that’s right for 
the dangers that we face today 
and into the future.”. 

Mr. Aspin said his plan was 
developed by examining all 
aspects of U.S. national security. 
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Hurricane 

intensifies; 

warnings 

extended 

inU.S. 


Top British clubs 
chase 5-year-old 


MANTEO, North Carolina (R) 
— Hurricane' Emily churned 


MANCHESTER, England 
(AFP) — Five-year-old football 
wonderitid Kane Jackson is being 
chased by 20 British chibs. One 
ride has already offered his father 
Mathhew £10,000 to clinch the 
boy’s signature when he reaches ; 
16, but the 26-year-old tiler 
turned them down. "We drought 
hard about it, but he's too young 
to be tied down and we don’t 
want him manfooiaied,” Mat- 


through tbe guff stream toward! bhew explained. Kane, who can 
the fragile barrier islands of only play in. friendly matches 


North Carolina Tuesday and trar- because he is too young for 
rica&e warnings were extended as league football, was spotted by 
far north np the U.S. Atlantic fee dub at a coaching camp for 


coast .as Delaware. 

"The steering currents are 
changing. We expect the hurri- 
cane to turn more towards the 
north and eventually northeast. 
Where that tmn takes place is 
very, very critical,” said Max 
Mayfield of the National Hurri- 
cane Centre in Coral Gables, 
Honda. 

The hurricane centre said Emi- 
ly was packing maximum sus- 
tained winds of 100 mph (160 
kph) and some additional streng- 
thening was expected during the 
next 24 hours. 


seven year-olds last year. 


British producer 
wins world 
scrabble match 


NEW YORK (R) — A British 
television producer emerged 
victorious from the 1993 World 
Scrabble Championship Monday, 
clinching the title with the word 
"wet” to score 20 poinds. The 
produce^ Mark Nyman, 26, defe- 
ated a Canadian rival five 

to two in the third anm 


. -£ 


com- 


"Any tropical storm, especially petition, which began in Lon dim 
a hurricane, has a great deal of m 1991. Competitors from 20 



urging 

people not to underestimate tbe 
possible dangers. 

In an interview wife CNN, Mr. 
Mayfield said hurricane warnings 
had been extended from Bogue 
Inlet, just south of North Caroli- 
na’s Outer Baltics Barrier Islands, 
northward to Cape Healopen 
Delaware, at tbe mcjth of tin 
'Delaware Bay. 

The first of the hurricane’s 
outer rain bands be 
the coast from North Carolina’s 
Cape ' Hatteras northward, the 
National Weather Service re- 
ported. 

Winds were expected to reach 
hurricane streng th by the after- 
noon. 


prestigious 
Hotel in Manhattan. Scrabble, 
which likes to call itself tbe 
world’s most popular board 


game, was invented in tbe 1930s 
u New York. Mr. Nyman, 


of 


a 14-member team from 
ami Ireland, is a producer on ' 
Yorkshire Televisio n Count- 
down programme. He lives in*' 
Leeds and is the reigning British 
matchplay Scrabble champion, 
j C om pe titor s also took part from -- 
countries including Australia, 
Ghana, Israel, Kenya. Japan, 
Malaysia, Malta, New Zealand/' 
Nigeria, Philippines, Singapore, 
South Africa, Sri Lanka, Thai- 1 
land and the United States. 


"All coastal residents should l aDfln0flA nrntefit 
stay tuned for the latest advisory ja P«neao prOIBSl 
on die storm and' remain alert," VGfldifig VYIflCnm6S 

the centre said. selling used panties 


Officials Monday ordered the 
evacuation of Dare Comity, 
which indudes 
and said 70,000 to 
100,000 residents and holi- 
daymakeis dime had now left. 


The new, old truth about JFK 


WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
than 2,000 books have been writ- 
ten about the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy, most saying be 
was the victim of some un- 
punished conspiracy. 

A book that has just come out 
may turn out to be the most 
controversial. If you • believe 
polls, most people won’t believe 
what it says. 

It says mere was no conspiracy 
to kill Kennedy. No Cuban con- 
nection. No Soviet intrigue. No 
CIA-FBI plot and military- 
industrial plot. No mob plot. No 
left-wing plot, no right-wing plot. 
No Lyndon Johnson scheme to 
seize tbe presidency. 

It says that Kennedy was killed 
by Lee Harvey Oswald, acting 
alone. If that sounds familiar, 
there's a reason. That’s been die 
government line. 

Tbe Warren Commission 
reached tbe same condnsion, on 


and found some new evidence — 
in his own computer analysis- of 
tbe famous Zapnider film, for 
example. 

But nothing he found does 
more than support the overall 
conclusion that the assassination 
was the crazy act of a crazy man. 

About the more than 2,000 
books be says have been written 


ivo- 


lan once wrote an article 
mg one of tbe conspiracy 
cates. He told Mr. Posner, "They 
won’t ever let you alone a pm 
They are still calling me 25 years 
later.” 

The American people have 
been skeptical from tbe start, and 
their skepticism has grown. 


ware county, [TOKYO (AP)— It was no secret 
“Tf Ji att f I* 81 °Kn with a yen could buy' 
to 75,000 of the | nsed gjjis’ underwear in seedy - 
Tokyo porn shops, but now con- ~ 
sumer demand has become strong 
enough to draw dfrty-lanntfry 
machines out to the sub- 
urbs. Thousands of residents in 
Tokyo bedroom communities! 
have signed petitions seeking the, 
removal of recently installed, 
machines, officials said Tuesday. ’ 
The slang term for tbe fetishes 
die machines pander to is "burn-' ‘ 
sera.” Burn is the Japanese- 
approximation of bloomers, and 
“sera” refers to the sailor-style 
uniforms common in junior 
and high schools here. In 


* ... 


... A gallup poll a week after the 

about the assassination, Mr. Pos- assassi na tion said that only 29 per I Japan, pornography featuring 
ncr says he didn't realise how cent of Americans believed [ girls as young as their early teens 


is common. Last month, police in 
Tokyo rounded up ana repri- 
manded 101 students, mortly 
teenagers, for appearing in por- 
nographic videos. Many of tbe. 


Sept. 24, 1974, in 296,000 words. 
That' 


was before JFK, the movie 
that convinced a whole genera- 
tion that knew nothing about die 
killing that there was more to it 
than Oswald. 

Lawyer Gerald Posner, 39, the 
author of Case Closed says he’s 
gone Over all tbe old evidence 


vehemently others believe other- Oswald killed JFK. After the 
wise. He has been getting un- Wanes Commission report came 
friendly calls from the assassins- j out, 56 per cent said they 
tion community. For the rest of j accepted it. 
his life, he’s beguuriog to realise, 1 In a 1988 poll, only 13 per cent 

be s going to die object of their said Oswald was alone response- girls were scouted at a so-called' 
J J . We. Three years later, that anm- "bum-sera” alley in Tokyo,' 
I initially doubte d t hat 1 • ber fell to 11 per cent. where they came to sell their used 

would be able to convert those • At the least, Mr. Posner has underwear, according to police.' 
who hold on a conspiracy theory made accessible die contrary Hayao Ohashi, a prefecture! ■ 
as though it was a religion,” be , view. When Oliver Stone made (state) official in Chiba, east of* 
satd in an interview. '‘But I JFK, professing a vast govern- Tokyo, said 3,662 signatures had' 
thought that if they read my book , meat conspiracy had killed the be en filed with tbe government , 
with an open mind they would at president, there was nothing recently protesting the underwear " 
least put the case of Oswald around to dispute the movie. sales. Vending machines that dis-. 
acting alone back in the discus- But the hardest reason to pense goods as various as lettuce. * 
°on- ’ accept Oswald as the killer is 

Now: "I don’t . drink Ftl get that Oswald. The enormity of tbe 
hearing. Tbe Smtial response has crime does not square with the 
been vehement and at times quite ptuuness of toe cri minal 
nasty. I am a greater foe than Case Closed: Lee Harvey 
their own intra-group squabbles Oswald And The Assassination 
about who killed Kennedy.'’ Of JFK, is being published this 
He’d been warned. James Hie- j week by Random House. 


cameras, and even dean under-' 
wear throughout Japan must be' 
registered but no special license, 
is needed to sell used underwear, 
as a pornographic product. 


I Stowaway cat 


Jackson enters hospital but to perform today 


grounds Jet 


SINGAPORE (Agencies) — Pop 
superstar Michael Jackson went 
into a Singapore hospital Tuesday 
afternoon and emerged about 
three boon later, a policeman at 


die hospital said. 
"Jackson was here 


and has 

left the hospital He was 
for two to three hours,” the 
policeman told a Reuter reporter 
at Mount Elizabeth HosprtaL 
A source said the 35-year-old 
entertainer went to hospital be- 
cause of migraine headaches. 
Jackson collapsed on stage Mon- 
day night shortly before be was 
due to give a performance and his 
doctor diagnosed a migraine 
attack. 

A crowd of up to 400 people 
gathered at die hospital after 
rumours spread that he had 
efadeked in. 

The crowd began to disperse 
after tiny beard the singer had 
left 

Earlier, a Jackson spokesman 
said he could not co nfir m reports 
dial die entertainer had gone to a 
hospital and said all co mm ent 
would have to wait for a news 
conference Tuesday evening. 

Jackson, the target of child 
sex-abuse allegations in the Un- 
ited States, is on an Asian concert 
tour. 

JesfamOey, an insurance agent 
visiting tbe hospital, said she saw 
Jackson rushing from the build- 
ing. 

‘I saw him running, sur- 


rounded by security guards. He 
left in a beige-coloured van,” she 
said. 

She said doctors had told ber 
Jackson was in the hospital for 
' three to four boors. 

Jackson has recovered from a 
severe headache and will perform 
his postponed second concert 
here Wednesday, his doctor said 
Tuesday. 

David Forecast told reporters 
that the performer would also 
continue with his Dangerous 
world tour after Singapore. 

A taped message from Jack- 
son, played at a news conference 
said, "I was suddenly taken 01 
and I aootosdsc for tberoconveni- 


allegatkms surfaced). I plan to go 
and visit him very soon.” 

Tbe saga now includes allega- 
tions that the father of die 13- 
year-old boy, a wealthy Beverly 
Hills dentist, tried to blackmail 
Jackson for $2 0 million. 
Lawyers for Jackson and the 


forma Department of Children’s 


Services, tbe young boy involved 
told a 


boy’s father have been unavail- 
able < 


ence. I will p e rform tomorrow. I 
an." 


love you 
Jackson’s mother defended the 


embattled pop superstar against 
child sex-abuse allegations Mon- 


day as family members success. 


forcornment. 

Jermaine Jackson, Michael’s 
older brother, said family mem- 
bers would join tbe singer at one 
of the steps on bis Asian tour, but 
be said details had not yet been 
finalised. 

Appearing with four other 
family members to promote an 
upcoming U.S. reunion concert, 
Jermaine reiterated a statement 
released last week in which the 
dan contended tbe singer was tire 
victim in a "cruel, obvious attempt 
to take advantage of his fame and 


in the allegations told a social 
worker that be and Jackson had a 
four-month relationship. 

Tbe boy said it began with 
affectionate cuddling, but esca- 
lated into sexual acts. 

The case file contains descrip- 
tions of graphic sexual* contact, 
including allegations of oral sex 
and masturbation. 

■ Police investigating the -case 
say that so far they have not 
uuooveiedr. any evidence to justify 
fifing charges against tbe ringer. 

Meanwhile, fans of Michael 
Jackson, undaunted by the con- 
troversy surrounding the enter- 
tainer*: -THeaday scrambled for 
st-ever concerts 
a spok e sman for 


LONDON (AP) — A stowaway, 
cat ma de an unwetcome appear-* 
ance on an Air Zimbabwe- 
flight, dimbing through a 
between the hold and the coc 
and romping onto the first of 
ex’s lap. The cat evaded attempts 
to catch it during the flight and. 
for several hours on the ground at* 
London’s Gatwick Airport, tiro 
Daily Telegraph reported. The 
scrawny tabby was eventually, 
tempted out by a plate of ham-, 
burger and promptly put in 
The newspaper said 


quarantine. 

| die cat was one of thousands of 


said. 


announced theywould soon fly to 
Asia to lend him support 


The normally fractious Jackson 
family emerged from sedusion 
for the first time since their most 
famous member -became the 
target of molestation danns, re- 
peating their unified pledge of 
support for him. 

Jackson's mother, Katherine, 
who usually shuns the spotlight, 
told reporters, “First of all, I 
would Kke to let the world know 
dim I am behind my son. 

"I love him. I have talked to 
him several times (since the 


lies that have 
divided the show Business family 
for years, the Jackson family ex- 


pressed its snpportfor the embat' 
rand said it 


was " confi- 
ned human- 
is most dSffi- 


tied singer 
dent that his 
ity will prevail at 
cult time.” 

Michael's father, Joseph, said 
be did not think the allegations of 
child sex abuse would hurt tbe 


the 

Sonw5B ,000 tickets were snap- 
ped upui-OTftoottets countrywide 
within fe nour of booking open- 
ing, Percy^ Tucker, . managme 
director w botnputicket, told 
AFP. He expected all 120,000 
tickets to t*e jieid by Tuesday 


aft e rnoon. 

Jackson fee. 
form twice 
S tadium 
on Oct. 2. 


family’s contributions - to chil- 
dren’s ■ charities. "I don’t think 



to per- 
Park Rugby 
'$epL 30 and 


across tiie 


from right 
regardless of 


that’s going to happen,” be said. 

According to documents 
obtained last week from the Cali- 


age or coiOU^^erTuckersaid. 
"It’s the biggeftHdmnd for tick- 
ets We’Ve ever h k&j ackaon is an 
enormous 


strays firing in, the airport in 
| Harare, the capital of Zimbabwe. 
It said tbe cat popped tn> midway 
through the 10-hour flight to Lon- 
don. “It clambered out from the 
rudder -pedal -slot, between the' 
legs of the first officer anti 
jumped on his'iap," it quoted an . 
airline spokesman as saying' “It" 
him the fright of his fife." 
members tried to catch the 
feline, but it escaped'tbe 
way it came, into toe gap between 
, the roof of the bold and fee floor 
of the flight deck and cabin of the 
Boeing 767. Ground staff and tbq 
Royal Society for tiie Prevention 
I of Cruelty to Animals joined tiie 
hnnt at Gatwick, but the- cat 
evade d than. Eventually, they 
startled the cm into runmng into 
fee nose of tiie plane tinder fee 
{fight, deck where they could iso-1 
fate: it. Then it was h simple 
| mat ter of putting down a plate of 
'hamburger and waiting for the leal 
to get hungry. 
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U.S. Open 

Graf, Navratilova breeze through 


Tcoafe star Monica Seks (centre) makes her w ay 
ca nftwce at the U.S. Open (AFP photo) 


through photographers 


ter her 


Seles looks toward Australia 


FLIKHING MEADOW (AFP) — Four months 
after she. was stabbed by an obsessed tennis -fan, 
Monica Seles is slowly making her way back, to a 
normal state of mind, the tenm* court and public 
life. , 

She met the press Monday on the first day of 
the U.S. Open tennis championships, and 'admit-' 
ted it was difficult to watch another Grand Slam" 
get underway without her. 

Though she declined to suggest a- definite 
timetable for her return she did say: “It would be 
hard -to watch another Grand. Slam go by.” 

That would point to the -Australian Open in 
January, though she said she would not want to ' 
start .with a slam. 

“Australia woukinot be- my first step. It would 
be just too tougfa. I need some match play ” sh e 
said. “But I just hope 1 won't have to miss it” 

*3 mbs the sport. I miss practising. I miss the 
adrenalin when you go in a stadium. 

‘Tye watched a tittle (on television). The first 
rounds it's OK, but when it gets to the semifinals 
and foals, it’s hard.” 

“To me it’s hard to understand that tins 
happened and Fm missing these tournaments. It 
woukibe different if it was a (sports) injury and it 
came from me.” 

That feeling of helplessness is also at the root 
of Seles' frustration at her losk of the number one 
ranking. 

After hiding away for several months Seles 
began speaking pubudyagaio only last week, and - 
one of the first things she did was criticise the . 
Women’s Tennis Association and her fellow 


players for failing to protect her ranking. 

‘ Since her attacker's avowed aim was to in- 
capacitate Seles, thereby giving the number one 
ranking to his idol, Steffi Graf, Seles feels be 
profited from his action. 

“I just frit that this person's goal was to stab 
me. He came out as the person who got what be 
wanted. He achieved what he wanted to 
achieve,” she said, the frustration sounding in 
her voice. 

Graf, who easily won her first-round match on 
Monday, said it would have been unfair to 
protect Seles’ ranking. , 

“You've got to understand, all of us have got 
to play aH year long and struggle through injuries 
and tougfa matches,” Graf said, thoudi she 
admitted that Seles' case was different from 
game-related injury. 

Seles acknowledged that it would have been 
difficult to let her keep the ranking. 

“Teams has always been very competitive and 
I learned- that lesson when I first got to be 
number one,” she said “That is tike the key 
position to everybody..” 


after the stabbing, Seles followed her doctors' 
advice and talked to a psychotherapist . 

- She has also talked to other stabbing victims 
about their experiences. 

“But now I feel,” she said, "That it is me that 
has to go through it because I am going to be the 
one that is going on the court and I have to oome 
to grips with it.” 


DELUXE FURNISHED HOUSE .. . 

_ ..^oa^pnrr 

Consists of three bedrooms, salon,- living roorrv dinirig 
room, and two bathrooms, central heating and telephone. 
Location: Jabal Ai Weibdeh. : ' 

Call toL: 638437, 668540, Amman. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAfUF 
ft TAMMH-MMCH 
IMB TWim M* BtnUm. ha. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


QJ — Both volnanUa, as South 
you hold; 

#1084 VAJ4 0K1072 *AQ7 
The hidtfing has proceeded: 

South Waat - North East 
1 O Pass 1 # Pom 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Yes, w holeheartedly en- 

dows ai ring partnar’k major-suit 
response with thzee-cmd support, 
bot not on thb hand! With flat dxs- 
trflwtion and stopper* in the other 
■rite, we ted a cote-no-trump rabid 
is .a more des exqptive rabid. 

QA— Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

•876 9KJ6 0AQ6* #A1066 
The bidding be* proceeded: 

8ooth West North East 
1# Pam 1# Pam 

1 NT Pass 8 * Pasa 

7 

What do you Ud now? 

Av-*-You have a perfectly balanced 
kni hut partner does not, and 
your prime values suggest that your 
land will play better at a suit con- 
tact than at no trump. Tdl partner 
yon have three-card spade rapport 
hy M*Beg three apad e a. To rebid 
three no tramp is simply repea t ing 
a message partner hn already 

-» : i 

iMTOL , 

<jU8 — Aa South, vulnerable, you 

hokfc ' * 

tqm <7968 0KJ75 *48 

Ftttatr opens the bidding with one 

so tramp- Wbat do you respond? 
A. — Ib riMMu far game exist if 
ptttDflrkss a laninaum, especially 

ff tiwrai* a 44 mode fit- Initiate 

the ■glgntikia with a Stayman ra- 
mus of two dabs— a request for 
Paduar to Ud a major suit, if 
Vo*tfr 

9 4 . .fo l h .^ulnBiride. aa South 

: . . 


#AK76 ?AQ&86 078 #K» 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 • Pass 1 7 Pass 

2 ? Pass 7 
What do you bod now? 

4.— Yon are in alam territory, lad; 
whether you can make 12 tricks de- 
pends on the location of partner's 
values. Blackwood wont help. To 
■tartanorderfrig TO t i g Ht a on , com-' 
pletethe description of your hand 
by bidding two spade*. and see how 
partner reacts. 

QJS — Neither vulnerable, aa South 

you hold: 

#A78 9AQB OQJ9 #AQ107 
The bMkfing has pro ceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 # Pass 2 * Pass 
7 

What do yon Ud now? 

A. — Had partner respon d ed at the 
one-level, yon would have jumped 
to twe no trump to show your bal- 
anced powerhouse. Since partner 
re sp o n d e d at the two-tad, albeit 
'only with a raise, yon can convey 
the same me s sa g e by leaping to 
three no trump. 

Q^} — Neithervulnerable, as Sooth 
you hold: 

*AQ454 9AQ107 0X106 #5 
The bidding baa proceeded: 

South West North East 
X # 2 NT Pass 3 *. 

tfhat action do you take? 

A.— fins though West’s unusual 
no-tnnnp overcaD shows the nd- 
nora, your hand is suitable for play 
in any suit other t h a n dub s, a nd has 
excellent defianjv* potential. Dou- 
ble. Since partner has not yet bid, 
that’s for. takeout Diamonds are 
ptarffle beeauBe partner will not 
remove to that ant, unless its a 
five-carder. 


FOR BENT 

Super deluxe, unfur- 
nished ground floor 
flat with a garden. 
Consists of 3 bed- 
rooms. Located in 
Shmeisani. 

For more Information 
call 692557 
Amoun Real Estate 


FLUSHING MEADOW (AFP) 
— Steffi Graf and Martina Navra- 
tilova, holding the citadel of 
women’s tennis in the absence of 
Monica Seles, posted convincing 
victories Monday in the first 
round of the U.S. Open tennis 
championships. 

Graf the No. 1, and third- 
seeded Navratilova turned the 
opening day into ladies' day as 
none of tbe men’s top eight seeds 
saw action. 

Grafs 6-3, 6-0 victory over 
American Robin White took just 
42 minutes and looked almost 
casual. 

Navratilova, 36, outfoxed 18- 
year-old Italian Gloria Pizzkfaini 
6-0, 6-1, bat said that, these days, 
none of her matches is casual. 

- “Well, it used to be different 
because I could just start of build 
up and get ready for the second 
week, but now I can't guarantee 
myself that I wfl] be in the second 
week unless I really just give it 
100 per cent,” she said. 

The Czech-born. American 
number four U.S. Open victories 
among her 18 Grand Slam singles 
titles, but said ber approach to 
them had changed with time. 

“I used to be able to get away 
with sort of being there 75 to 80 
per cent, just sort of gradually 
build up. Last year, I barely 
escaped for granted.” 

Though still only 24, Graf has 
also noticed changes since her 
first stmt 1 at No. 1, and her 
glorious 1988 when she capped a 
Grand Slam with Olympic gold. 

She has won five tournaments 
since May, including the French 
Open and Wimbledon, but said it 
was harder now. 

“I have a lot of tough matches, 
dose matches, that could have 
lost this year,” she said. “A few 
years back, things were a lot 
easier.” 

..Meanwhile, off court, Seles 
was continuing to overshadow the 
women's singles despite her abs- . 
ence from tbe draw. 

Seles held a press conference at 
the National Tennis Centre to 
discuss ber recovery from a knife 
attack at a Hamburg Tournament 
April 30. . 

Though she has yet to start 
practising again, Seles is hopeful 
of returning to challenge the likes 
of Graf again. 

The only top 10 men’s seed in 
action' Monday, ninth-deeded , 
Chech PMr Konhy-kat B-hampy- 
five-setter to tmseeded South 
African Wayne Ferreira. 

Korda threw away set points in 
the first and third sets, both of 
which Ferreira won in tie- 
breakers. 

In a match in which neither 
player served well, Ferreira 
proved marginally less .bad and 
won 7-6 (7-2), 4-6, 7-6 (9-7), 3-6, 
6-2. 

“I just couldn’t serve today,” 
said Korda. “I mean, my serve it 
just didn't work. 

After tiw slow opening day, the 


Situated at Jaba! AJ-Luwelbdeh - Ba’ounieh Street Consists of 
two bedrooms, sitting & dining rooms, kitchen, bathroom and 
balcony. Fret floor. . . 

For more Information, phrase call toL 60 7B 38, or 623386 


DUTY UNPAID CAR 
WANTED 

Toyota or Honda, model 1989 and up, 
must be in good condition. 

Please call 665496 or 630571 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY NEEDED 

For regional office. Capable of handling ail kinds of office work, 
including computers use, firing, typing, writing correspondence. 
Preferrabiy multi-lingual. French language is a plus. Background 
in advertisement and marketing or para-medical can be a plus. 
Must own car and driving licence. 

Able to do some travelling abroad. With at least' 2-3 years 
suitable experience. 

Please apply wRh resume and photo to: 

P.O.Box 183858; Amman 11118 - Jordan 
or to tax No. 671478 - Amman 


Location: 7th Circle, near the American School, opposite Chili 
house. 

The first is a ground fkxx apartment consisting of two bedrooms, 
L-shaped salon, kitchen, three bathrooms. Separate central 
healing, new furniture, separate entrance and a garden. 

The second apartment consists of three bedrooms, L-shaped 
salon, kitchen, three bathrooms: Separate central heating and 
new furniture. 

Plane call the owner directly at taL 825326 


schedule was packed with stars. 

Top seed Jim Courier, No. 2 
Pete Sampras and third seed Ste- 
fan Edberg, the two-time defend- 
ing champion, were all to play 
first-round matches Tuesday. 

So was Andre Agassi, seeded 
only 16th but heir-apparent to the 
departed U.S. Open kings Jimmy 
Connors and John McEnroe. 

Connors, 41, decided to skip 
the grueling fortnight while 
McEnroe will watch from the 


US. OPEN NOTEBOOK , \ 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — The U.S. Open, like a hotel or airline, is 
'overbooked. 

Tbe U.S. Tennis Association was caught in a “clerical nrix-up” 
Monday when it was discovered the 128-woman singles field 
contained 129 players. 

The Women’s Tennis Association said the problem concerned 
Beate Re i n stadle r of Austria and Maja Zivec-Sknlj of Germany. 
Reinstalder was placed in the draw, with Zivec-Skujj overlooked 
despite a higher ranking on the cutoff dates for entries. 

What to do? Simple 

Stage an “extra preliminary round.” So in the heat and humidity 
on one of tbe most remote courts at tbe National Tennis Centre, 
Reinstadler beat Zivec-Sknlj 6-1, 6-4. 

☆ Plate nr seeded?: The first day of The U.S. Open produced more 
stares than stars. As spectators ambled from court to court, the trig 
question was this: “Who' that?” 

Of the 55 singles matches Monday, only seven involved seeds — 
No. 1 Steffi Graf, No. 3 Martina Navratilova, No. 4 Cochita 
Martinez, No. 9 Anke Huber and No. 10 Magdalena Maleeva among 
the women, and No. 9 Petr Kora and No. 14 Alexander Volkov 
among the men. 

That means 25 seeds will be on the courts as the first round is 
completed Tuesday and Wednesday. They’ll bespread from the show 
courts through the back alleys of the National Tennis Centre. 

& Hamburg's legacy: The stabbing of Monica Seles more than four 
months ago in Hamburg, Germany has brought tighter security to the 
U.S. Open. 

Players are escorted by security guards virtually everywhere within 
the complex, even on court. During matches, two guards sit behind 
the chair umpire, just in front of the stands. When players change 
ends, the guards come onto the court and face the stands, watching 
for* any sinister moves. 

“I haven’t noticed a difference yet, but I have only been here 
today,” said Martina Navratilova, a four-time champion. 

fr Human triumph: This was supposed to be the year when the Open 
went electronic, with the Tel System of beams and buzzers replacing 
the men and women judges on the show courts. 

That plan was dropped last week, however, when officials said 
some brands of shoes were accidentally tripping the system. 

Graf was among those who practiced with the Tel System and said 
she was happy with the decision to stay with people- instead of 
machines. 

“I am somebody who is not so much into electronics,” she said. 
“And I prefer to have people sitting on your side because it is just 
part of tennis.” 

“Bade to the drawing board for them,” Navratilova said. “I think 
eventually it is a good idea, but they have to work out all the kinks.” 

fr Early, retirement: Hie first player to quit playing at this U.S. Opdn 
was South Africa's Grant Stafford. HI wasJeading Amos Mansdorf 
of 6-2, 7-6, 2-6, 0-1, when be stopped because of » stomach virus. 

* Martina Navratilova hopes to steer the women’s tennis tour 
toward a higher quality schedule in her role as vice president of the 
Women’s Tennis Association. 

The 36-year-old player was elected Sunday night and was eager for 
the responsibility after shying away from it in the past. 

“The players need to have a better reign on things and I selected 
myself, just to be a part of it,” she said. 

On tournament scheduling, she said, fewer events would mean 
higher quality fields, with top players meeting more often to generate 
interest among fans. 

“You just don't have people playing each other and as a result, the 
Grand Slams get all the glory,* she said. 


NISSAN PATROL SAFARI CAR FOR SALE 

1991, customs duty unpaid, full options, airconditsoned, (front 
and rear), refrigerators at the front and the rear, full automatic, 
central lock windows, 4x4, mirror, price: JD 16,000 

Call tel. 822278, Abu Mutazz 

Wanted: Mercedes car, customs duty unpaid 500 SEL or 390 SEL, 
1985 or more modem makes. 


FOR RENT 
New Furnished Floor of Villa 

Shmeisani. near Marriot Hotel. 3 bedrooms, 2 salons and dining 
room, L-shaped living room, equipped kitchen, 2 bathrooms, 
balcony, separated central hearing, garage and entrance. 

Contact owner toL 603070 


fuer deutschsprechende Kinder 

ELTERNVERE1N1GUNG - AMMAN 

Anmeldung: Do., 02.09.93 
16-17 Uhr 
im Gpethe Institut 

Info.: R. Hanafieh 818 653, ab 16 Uhr 


JOB VACANCY 

Post of Social Services Assistant with international organisation 
based in Amman. 


University degree in psychology or sodotogy. 

Three years experience in social counselling. 

Fluency in English and Arabic. 

Excellent drafting skills (English). 

Flexibility in terms of working hours. 

Please send offer with complete C.V. to P.OJBox: 17101 
Amman 11195, Jordan 



boradcast booth. 

Another home crowd- 
favourite, seventh-seeded Jennif- 
er Capriati, was to play ber first 
round match Tuesday. 

A couple of other women's 
seeds advanced Monday. Ninth- 
seeded German Anke Huber 
beat Luxembourg's Karin 
Kschwendt 6-2, 6-2, and No. 10 
Magdalena Maleeva of Bulgaria 
defeated American Marianne 
Werdel 7-5, 64. 


JORDAN TIMES, 


Jordan’s bodybuilding finals 
set for Thursday 

AMMAN (f.T.) — Jordsm’s 1993 bodybuilding competition wfl] come 
to lb find showdown Thursday when 27 fmafists compete for the title 
at the A1 Hussein Youth City. 

ThedmqiHtip, which wfll be attended by the presigoit of the 
World Bodybuilding Federation, Ben Weider, win indnde a special 
appearance by Jordanian world champion Mustafa Hassanaln. 

Mr. Weider arrived in Amman Wednesday on a three-day working 
visit during which he MB meet officials repre se nting the Ministry off 
Youth, the Jordan Olympic Committfp, the A1 Hhssefa Youth City 
tad the Jordan Bodytmflding Federation. 


FIFA threatens to 
suspend France 


ZURICH (AP) — France Whs 
threatened Tuesday with suspen- 
sion from international soccer be- 
cause of a growing bribery scan- 
dal. 

Joao Havenlangc, president of 
world soccer’s governing body, 
FIFA, slammed “procrastina- 
tion” by French soccer author- 
ities in investigating bribery 
allegations against Olympique 
Marseille, the European cham- 
pions. 

. Havenlangc said France must 
decide whether the team i s gu ilty 
by Sept. 23, otherwise FIFA’s 
Executive Committee would in- 
tercede, and “if need be enforce 
the te rms and conditions of Art. 
42 of FIFA's statutes.” 

“This article stipulates that the 
Executive Committee may, in the 


case of an emergency, suspend an 
association which would auto- 
matically incur suspension from 
international football activity,” 
Havelange said an a letter to 
French Soccer Association Presi- 
dent Jean Fonmet-Fayard. 

The European soccer authority 
UEFA, said it would meet Sept. 6 
to decide what action to take. 

The French association ignored 
an Aug. 30 deadline set by UEFA 
to name another club to replace 
Marseille in the European Cham- 
pions Cup. 

’The president of FIFA added 
that the impression was being 
given that those authorities re- 
sponsible for France's football 
were not c apab le of reaching a 
decision,’' a FIFA statement said. 


Cagliari sack coach after one match 

ROME fR) — Italian first division team Cagliari sacked coach 
Gigi Radice Monday after just one match of the new season. 
Cagliari were trounced 5-2 by Atalanta Sunday and were also out 
of form in recent warm-op matches. A club spokesman said 
Bruno Giorgi, dismissed by Genoa last October, would replace 
Radice. Radice was appointed dozing tbe dose season after 
previous incumbent Carlo Mazzone moved to Roma. His insist- 
ence on {flaying a zonal defence brought him into conflict with 
dub president Massimo Ceflino. Radice was sacked by Fiorentma 
last January after falling out with Mario and Vittorio Cecchi Gori, 
the cinema producer father-and-son double act who own the dub. 


World champions on gold trail 

PARIS (AFP) — Six athletes are still on course for a share of the 
golden four jackpot of 20kg of gold at Friday’s Grand Prix 
meeting in Brussels. Brussels is the fourth meeting in the series 
and tbe winners from Olso, Zurich and Beilin are Michael 
Johnson (USA) at 400m, Noureddine Morceti (Algeria) at 
1,500m, Meriene Ottey (Jamaica) at 100m, Maria Mato la 
(Mozambique) at 800m, Sonia O'Sullivan (Ireland) at 3,000m and 
Trine Hattestad • (Norway) in the women's javelin. With the 
exception of O’SulHvanr^vea: medallist in tbe~l,500m, all the 
others were crowned world champions at Stuttgart last week. If 
only one athlete finishes with a 100 per cent record, be is awarded 
tbe entire jackpot — that is 20kg of gold. 


Apartments For Rent 


1- Two bedrooms, very good furniture, 1.5 bathrooms. 

2- Three bathrooms, very good furniture. 2 bathrooms. 
Both have telephone, elevator, garage. 

* 815211 


DUTY FREE CAR 
FOR SALE 

Mercedes 230 E Sedan 1967, white colour, air condition, 
central lock. Duty unpaid. 

Price: U.S.$9,000 

Austrian Embassy Tel.: 644 635 & 644 646 


CAR FOR SALE 

Toyota Celica GT 2000 16v, custom duties paid, 1986, 
silver colour, power steering, air condition, two doors, five 
gears, central lock, sun roof. The car is in excellent 
condition. 

Please call tel. 716279 from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 


VILLA 

FOR RENT OR SALE 

A fine villa, by the First Circle, Jabai Amman, is for 
rent or sale. The villa is located on three streets, with 
a swimming pool and large land. The villa was 
occupied by the Spanish ambassador. 

For further detail, please call 671317 


Beethoven 

composed fine music 

We compose fine Jewellery 

D AJAHj 

Amra Hotel — Amman. 



TeL: 677420 


Last Action Hero 

Show* I**. 3:30, &15, 830, 1030 

America Shikabika 

Arabic 

a*** 1230: 3:15. &00. 8:15. 10:15 



fSnema 


TeL: 634144 


TeL: 675571 


Adel Imam - 
in 


WM Sayyed A1 Shaghal 

* piay • 

(Arabic) 

‘ ' Shorn; 1230, 3:30. *00. 8 JO 


Frftnky and Johnny 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15. 830, 10:30 

On Thursday and Friday special show for 
'children at 11 am. a festival of cartoons. 


presents a play entitled: 

Al llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer issa, Daoud Jaiajei, 
Hassan Al Shaer. Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 




Returns to you Thursday Aug. 
26 in the play: 

Arab Summit 
Conference 
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Idea of Palestinian jail in Gaza 
brings predictions of violence 


GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza 
Strip (AP) — The garbage, sew- 
age lakes and military check- 
points framing Gaza’s main 
streets have yet to be swept away 
in anticipation of Yasser Arafat 
arriving with his autonomy plan. 
Civil war ought come first. 

- Mr. Arafat's opponents have a 
strong base here rooted in the 
dire living conditions and decades 
of broken promises for better 
times ahead. 

They want the autonomy plan 
to fail, warning of assassinations 
and bloodshed against the leaders 
who seD out the Palestinians. 
Whether they succeed depends 
largely on whether Middle East 
peace negotiators starting to 
hammer out the details in 
Washington Tuesday emerge 
with a plan that touches on the 
common dream for an eventual 
Palestinian state. 

“If Arafat arrived tomorrow I 
am sure the people in Gaza and 
Jericho would celebrate. But the 
question is for how long — two 
months? Three months? Then 
what happens?” said Adnan 
Salim, a 32 year-old former Isla- 
mic Jihad activist who retired 
after being imprisoned. * 

By many accounts, that is when 
the bullets would start flying be- 
tween Palestinians, if not sooner. 

' So far opponents have limited 
their attacks to leaflets and wall 
graffiti like one reading, “If you 
don’t take the route of blood, you 
will never reach Palestine.” 

The Islamic group Hamas de- 
manded a strike Tuesday to pro- 
test . the negotiations, warning 
Gazans that members would “cut 
the throat” of anyone who dared 
even drive around the Gaza Strip. 

Cars on the roads were stoned 
and a 20-year-old Arab man 
painting slogans against the 
agreement on a wall was shot 
dead in a confrontation with 


underground Israeli troops, Arab 
reports said. The army spokes- 
man’s office said it was checking 
the report. 

The staunchest opponents are 
from the Islamic Jihad organisa- 
tion, whose diverse branches 
throughout the Arab World re- 
ject the Jewish state. The Egyp- 
tian group took responsibility for 
assassinating President Anwar 
Sadat after be signed a peace 
treaty with Israel. 

Islaunic Jihad issued a series of 
leaflets saying it would exert ev-> 
ery effort to make the treaty fail. 
The leaflet distributed Tuesday 
called for the PLO leadership to 
resign or face a death sentence. 

Members say Mr. Arafat is the 
leader who merits assassination, 
while joking that Sadat might 
deserve a statue in Gaza's main 
square since his capitulation with 
the 1979 Camp David accords at 
least guaranteed the Palestinians 
autonomy after five years. 

Palestinians have not hesitated 
to shoot other Palestinians dead 
when they were accused of col- 
laboration — 750 alleged col- 
laborators have been trifled since 
the uprising started in December 
1987. 

To police the autonomy the 
Palestinians are training security 
forces in Jordan. The men axe 
drawn from the occupied territor- 
ies. as well as Yemen and else- 
where. But no one is sure that if 
autonomy is implemented within 
six months as envisaged they will 
have the experience necessary to 
cope with the pressure-cooker 
violence of Gaza. 

“Mr. Arafat will take us and 
put us in jail because we are 
against the peace,” said Mr. 
Salim, the former Islamic Jihad 
activist. 

Opponents describe the plan as 
a trap dreamed up by Israel and 
the United States to force the 


Palestinians to castrate their own 
armed struggle, because the 
autonomy government would be 
responsible for snrpressing 
attacks against Israeli targets. 

“It opens the gates for pain and 
dvil war that we reject,” Nayef 
Hawatmeh. leader of the Demo- 
cratic Front for the liberation of 
Palestine, said in a telephone 
interview from Damascus. 
“There will be Palestinians fight- 
ing Palestinians in Gaza and 
Jericho.” 

About 400 leaders of Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad were expelled 
from Israel last December and 
are stuck at the border with Leba- 
non. They are expected to start 
returning in September and have 
repeatedly argued for continuing 
to -fight Israel. 

Supporters in Gaza said the 
Tank and file might reject direc- 
tions to avoid inter-Palestinian 
violence. 

So far Gaza’s 800,000 residents 
— most packed into refugee 
camps where unemployment hov- 
ers around 75 per cent — have yet 
to take to the streets either in 
celebration or anger over the 
plan. 

Most everyone is confused ab- 
out die details. 

Pales tinians want to hear that 
the agreement will give them 
control over the territories occu- 
pied since the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war, including Jerusalem. They 
want to be able to chose then- 
own government. They don’t 
want the Israeli army to enter 
their lives. 

“If these conditions are not 
included it won-t-be accepted. 
This rejection will threaten both 
the position of the PLO and its 
leaden.” said Yunis A1 Jaroh, an 
attorney and spokesman for tbe 
Popular Front for the liberation 
of Palestine, the second- most 
powerful group in the PLO. 


77 activists denounce 


plan, urge resistance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Seventy- 
seven Palestinian political activ- 
ists have issued a statement de- 
nouncing the “Gaza-Jericho 
first” option and calling on their 
people to resist it with all legiti- 
mate means. 

The group, headed by Ibrahim 
Bakr, former deputy chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), said tbe propos- 
al, approved by Israel and the 
PLO was an acceptance of parti- 
tioning further tbe “already- 
divided Palestinian lands and as 
such it poses new dangers to the 
cause.” 


stitutkms,” tiie statement said. 

The statement charged that 
Mr. Arafat had issued instruc- 
tions to the Palestinian delegation 
to discuss tbe “old Israeli propos- 
al” known as the “Gaza and 
Jericho first option.” 

^“Such decision and instructions 


represent a Palestinian endorse- 
ment of the partition of the 
Palestinian soil and a further frag- 
mentation of the Palestinian 
lands which are already dismem- 
bered by the Israeli settlements,” 
it said. 


“These dangers are repre- 
sented by the complete silence 
over issues of Israeli settlements, 
Jerusalem and the applicability of 
the Geneva conventions to the 
occupied territories,” the state- 
ment said. 


"We found it imperative on os 
to directly address the Palestinian 
people bypassing the PLO Execu- 
tive Committee because tbe auto- 
cratic behaviour of Yasser Arafat 
has reached the limits of total 
disregard of the resolutions of 
PLO institutions like tbe Pales- 
trae National Council,” the state- 
ment said. 


“If the Israeli military role with 
all its terrorist powers could not 
control Gaza, why should we 
relieve tbe Israelis of the burden 
of occupation ” said the state- 
ment. 

It said that this “free contribu- 
tion means the opening of the 
way for tbe Palestinian people to 
slaughter one another.” 


“The Palestinian decisions are 
no longer taken by the Palesti- 
nian institutions, especially in se- 
rious matters, but by those who 
act as “pioneers” in selling out 
the rights of the Palestinian peo- 
ple tike tbe rulers in Cairo who 
have been dictating to Yasser 
Arafat and some of his assistants 


“Now that matters have 
reached such deterioration, we 
appeal to the Palestinian people 
to employ all legitimate means at 
their disposal to prevent tbe 
Americans and Israelis from im- 
posing an unacceptable and un- 
fair formula which aims at trans- 
forming the negotiations along 
the Palestinian-Israefi track to 
final concessions and setting out 
the legitiamte rights of the 
Palestinian people,” it said. 


their views in total disregard to 
the resolutions of the PLO’s in- 


Singa tones of the statement 
included Bahjat Abu Gharbieh, 
Tayseer Qubaa, Tayseer Khaled 
and Abdul Rahim Mafiouh all 
former PLO Executive Commit- 
tee members. 


PLO planning 
self-fule army 


By Saldman A1 KMdl 

Reuter 


AMMAN — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) has 
begun reorgpniring Palestine Li- 
beration Army (PLA) units scat- 
tered throughout Arab countries 
to take over security after an 
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and 
Jericho, PLO official said Tues- 
day. 

They said that under the plan, 
die existing PLA brigade in Jor- 
dan has begun to be retrained 
into the core of a unit to be 
known as the Palestine Central 
Security Force (PCSF). 

The force would eventually in- 
clude more tbdn 17,000 members 
throughout the West Bank and 
Gaza, PLO sources said. 

It would turn many of tbe 5,000 
Palestinian guerrillas and soldiers 
in existing camps in Sudan, Ye- 
men, Iraq and Libya into security 
men for the PCSF, effectively 
ending the FLO’s three-decade- 
old- guerrilla army. 

Under the PLO-Israeli accord 
being negotiated, the Palestinians 
will take over most functions of 
die Israeli military government 
including internal security and 
policing after withdrawal from 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

Another 4,500 to 5,000 fighters 
— mostly former Fateh guerrillas 
evicted from Lebanon — will be 
included in the force later, PLO 
sources said. Most of than are 
scattered throughout camps in 
Yemen, Libya, Sudan, Iraq and 
Algeria. 

The PSCF anil include at least 
7,000 guerrillas who fought for 
the PLO but are not in camps. 



Tg nfH soldiers check Palestinians hi Gaza Tnesday 
the "Mi m ing after tbe Israeli government’s decision 
to approve an agreement to grant Palestinians 


autonomy in the Gan Strip and Jericho (AFP 
photo) 


Israelis kill boy in paralysed Gaza 


OCUPIED GAZA (R) — Israeli 
undercover soldiers shot dead a 
16-year-old Palestinian and three 
other Arabs were wounded in 
separate incidents in the occupied 
Gaza Strip Tuesday, Palestinians 
said. 

They said soldiers disguised as 
Arabs fired at Azzam Abu 
Irmaneh from Nusseirat refugee 
camp when be ordered their vehi- 
cle to stop, thinking they were 
Arab labourers beadmg for work- 
ing in Israel. 

Abu Irmaneh was hit in the 
head and died instantly. Another 
Palestinian was wounded in the 
incident. 

A strike called by Islamic fun- 
damentalists and dissident Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) factions to protest the 
resumption of Israeli-Palestinian 
peace negotiations Tuesday 
closed most of the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In tbe Gaza Strip, young strike 


enforcers threw stones that dam- 
aged more than 30 Arab-owned 
cars that were driven in defiance 
of tbe strike call, Arab reports 
said. Shops and businesses were 
closed through East Jerusalem 
and tbe West Bank as well. 

The Muslim fundamentalist 
group Hamas warned in its strike 
call that its supporters would “cut 
tbe throat” of anyone .who dared 
use a car. Hamas, which consid- 
ers the peace talks a sellout, is 
seen as die strongest threat- to 
self-rule. 

Many among the 350,000 
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon 
appeared to have been caught 
off-balance by the speed of events 
after 22 months of fruitless Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. 

187 wBhi to return 


Israel within 12 days will take 
back at least 187 Palestinians 
exiled to Lebanon nine months 
ago. Deputy Army Chief Amnon 


Shahak told a a parliamentary 
committee. 

“They will be able to return by 
next weekend — all the rest in 
December at the completion of a 
year,” a parliamentary official 
quoted General -S fr a h»lr as telling 
me dosed-door foreign affairs 
and defence committee. 

Gen. Shahak said the Zemraya 
crossing point to Israel’s self- 
declared' South Lebanon “secur- 
ity zone” would be opened for a 
day. Chi their return tbe expellees 
would undergo a security review. 

“Based on the results of the 
investigation, it will be deter- 
mined whether each person will 
be put on trial, under administra- 
tive detention or freed to return 
home,” Gen. Shahak was quoted 
as saying. 

He said their retain along with 
pr o gr e ss on peace moves could 
arouse hostilities against Israel 
among Palestinians of the occu- 
pied territories. 


King, Assad discuss coordination 


(Confined tram page 1) 


was* not the subject of coordina- 
tion” with the Arab parties in the 
Middle East peace talks, he said. 

Jordanian officials said Jordan, 
which has extended to the Palesti- 
nians the umbrella of a joint 
delegation to the peace talks, was 
not consulted by the PLO over 
the agreement. 

“The proposal was not even 
submitted to tbe King for discus- 
sion prior to the PLO’s 
announcement that there was 
such a deal,” said a senior offi- 
cial. “We are learning about the 
details about tbe agreement from 
media reports instead of the 
Palestinians themselves,” he said. 

The King himself implicitly 
criticised the PLO over tbe lack 
of consultations with Jordan. 

Other officials said Jordan was 
upset that it was not briefed at all 
about the secret negotiations that 
the PLO held with Israeli officials 
in Europe outside the framework 
of the peace process. 

“Anything that affects the 
West Bank will also affect Jor- 
dan,” said another official. “As 
such, it was imperative that Jor- 
dan was consulted about the 
accord." 

Political analysts said the lack 
of consultations with Jordan 
might even have negatively 
affected the Palestinian side in 
the negotiations that led to tbe 
accord. 

“King Hussein, a statesman and 
bead of state for 40 years, could 
have extended valuable political 
advice to the Palestinians,” said a 
veteran analyst. 

King Hussein, who 'was accom- 


panied by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam AJ Majali, Royal Court 
Chief Khaled AI Karaki and 
Military Secretary His Royal 
Highness Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, held three rounds of 
talks with President Assad before 
returning home. * 

•Reports from Damascus said 
President Assad later briefed 
Lebanese President EHas Hrawi 
on the phone. 

Lebanon, meanwhile, lasbed 
out at tbe PLO-Israel agreeme n t 
and said it was undear and gave 
Palestinians little power. 

“There are two problems with 
this plan: there is no horizon. 
What lies after Gaza-Jericho?... 
and powers given to tbe Palesti- 
nians within self-rule inside Gaza 
and Jericho are not sufficient,” 
Foreign Minister Fans Bouez told 
reporters in Beirut. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Faro uk AI Sharaa “has also criti- 
cised the Palestinians for not in- 
forming their Arab partners in 
tiie peace talks. 

Syria has neither officially en- 
dorsed nor rejected the Gaza- 
Jericho deal. 

Syria’s state- run media has 
stressed that Damascus rejects 
any “partial solution” to tbe 45- 
year-old Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Mr. Bouez told reporters in 
Beirut: 

“Gaza-Jericho first, ‘ plan, as it 
is presented now, does not sug- 
gest tbe precision to assure every- 
one that the Palestinian people 
will gain bade their land to braid 
their state.” 

Asked what the agreement 
would mean for other issues at 
the 11th round of peace talks. 


Mr. Bouez. said Arab partners to 
the peace process needed to be 
assured that it was just a first 
step. 

*We cannot be joyful over what 
has been agreed upon as long as 
we do not see that Gaza-Jericho 
is a stage in a specified and 
complete project and as long as 
we do not see that self-rule in- 
dudes complete powers we wish 
for the Palestinian people.” 

Mr. Bouez said tbe Palestinians 
did not dearly explain the plan to 
their Arab partners at a Beirut 
meeting whkh ended on Saturday 
with them all agreeing to attend 
the 11th round. 

He said he hoped an undertak- 
ing by tbe Arab partners to the 
peace talks to improve coordina- 
tion meant that aS parties would 
be fully informed before rather 
than after decisions were made. 

“Until now features of this 
project are not dear, which sug- 
gest getting back Gaza and 
Jericho is an operation separate 
from a complete programme... 
(from an Israeli withdrawal from 
occupied territories),” he said. 

“If this step was part of a 
complete programme... the mat- 
ter would have been totally diffe- 
rent,” be added. 

“What we have heard so far is 
that die Israeli army will retain its 
rights to interfere inside these 
areas," Mr. Bouez said. 

“Settlements will be (under) 
the Israeli army and boundaries 
of this area will be under direct 
Israeli surveillance. 

“Therefore we see dearly that 
these powers are a lot less than 
what we aspire for tbe Palestinian 
people,” he added. 


Muslims, 

Croats 


agree on 
confidence 


measures 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Bos- 
nian Serbs and Muslims agreed 
Tuesday on a series of 
COiffidenco-bmldiiig measures as 
part of-an eventual peace accord, 
but were still far apart on territo- 
rial questions, Sarajevo officials 
said. 

Mbro Lazovic, president of tire 
Bosnian parliament, said tbe 
agreement was reached during a 
head-to-head meeting of Bosnia’s 
Muslim President Afija Izetbego- 
vic and separatist Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic. 

The accord covered five points, 
including establishment of a hot- 
line between Sarajevo and the 
Serbs’ headquarters at nearby 
Pale, cessation of hostilities and 
an “all for aU” exchange of pris- 
oners. 

Also agreed was the creation of 
a joint commission on the res- 
toration of water, gas and elec- 
tricity in tbe war-battered Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and appeals to Serb 
and Bosnian media to end their 


war. 


at Mirza Hajric, spokesman 
for die Bosnian government de- 
legation, played down the signifi- 
cance of tiie agreement, saying it 
was only an adjunct to the main 


dis c ussi o n s on tiie map which had 
gotten “nowhere.” 


A plan presented by peace 
mediators to divide Bosnia into 
three ethnic republics would give 
tiie Muslims 30 per cent of the 
former Yugoslav republic, but 
the Bosnian government is seek- 
in gm ore. 

The Bosnian Serbs would see 
their holding sliced from 70 to 52 
per cent and have refused to go 
any further. 

Mr. Izetbegovic described the 
proposed plan as “unfair,” saying 
it rewarded Serbian and Croatian 
aggression. He renewed Muslim 
demands for an additional 10 per 
cent of Bosnian territory than the 
current plan call* for. 

His foe, Mr. Karadzic, rejected 
Mr. Izetbegovic’s demand and 
told Mufims they would lose tiie 
little land they now hold if war 
continued. 


“If they don’t sign, we and 
Croats could divide Bosnia in 
two,” Mr. Karadzic warned. 

, Those attending die tallr^ in- 
clude Mr. Izetbegovic, Mr. 
Karadz ic , Mr. Tudjman, Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic, 
and Bosnian Croat leader Mate 
Boban. 

Mediators Lord Owen of tiie 
European Community (EC) and 
Tborvald Stoltenberg of tiie Un- 
ited Nations originally set Mon- 
day as the deadline for the parties 
to accept their peace plan for 
three ethnic republics linked by a 
weak central g ov e rnment. The 
talks were delayed when Mr. 
Izetbegovic had problems leaving 
besieged Sarajevo. 


Spaniards leave Muster 


Some 60 Spanish U.N. 
peacekeepers held hostage in tbe 


Bosnian city of Mostar by Muslim 
civilians for five days have been 
allowed to leave, a Spanish de- 
fence ministry spokeswoman said 
in Madrid. 

“They began pulling oat about 
10 minutes ago and are retaining 
to Medjngorje," tbe spokes- 
woman said at 1230 GMT. 

The Spanish soldiers were trap- 
ped in toe besieged Muslim quar- 
ter of Mostar last Thursday after 
escorting a U.N. relief convoy 
into the city. 


Palestinian refugees in Jordan split over Gaza-Jericho plan 


By.P.V. Vrvekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Palestinian re- 
fugees in Jordan Tuesday 
appeared deeply split in their 
reaction to the Israd-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) agreement on partial 
Palestinian control of the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericho as part of 
interim self-rule arrangements. 

In general, the opinion v ai- 
ded depending on the places of 
origin. Those who came from 
cities and villages in pre-1948 
Palestine rejected any solution 
that does not addres tbe imple- 
mentation of U.N. general 
assembly resolution 194 which 
deals with their problems. 

Tbe resolution, passed in 
1948, calls for allowing Palesti- 
nians displaced by the creation 
Of the state of Israel to return 
to their homes or receive com- 
pensation. 

While some refugees from 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank 
said either that tbe Palestinian 
problem will never be resolved 
if anyone depended on Israeli 
and American “goodwill and 
desire for peace,” others said 
they would like to wait and see 


whether the so-called Gaza- 
Jericho option meant total 
Palestinian control of territory 
without any Israeli interfer- 
ence. 

Many of the refugees, hav- 
ing seen themselves pushed out 
of mandated Palestine in 1948 
and again from the West Bank 
and Gaza in 1967, said they 
believed Israel had no inten- 
tion to return land under its 
occupation. 

They argued that the “Gaza* 
Jericho first” option could not 
be anything but part of an 
Israeli plan to get Palestinian 
endorsement of peace with the 
Jewish state and offer auton- 
omy as a long-term arrange- 
ment. This, they said, would 
eventually dear the way for 
Israel to normalise relations— 
with the Arab World and 
emerge as a regional economic 
power. 

An equal - number of re- 
fugees said it was too early to 
pass judgement on the plan, 
advocating patience ahead of 
tbe revelation of complete de- 
tails of the agreement which 
tbe Israeli cabinet approved 


Monday night. 

There were also a few voices 
of resignation to accepting that 
there ts little tbe Arabs could 
do to get anything more than 
Israel is willing to give. 

Hie hardline view seemed to 


prevail in the Bekaa camp. 
‘The Gaza-Jericho first 


solution is the Gaza-Jericho 
last solution,” said Hussein 
Ibrahim, a tailor in toe camp. 
“Israel is not going to give 
anything more, now, five years 
later, or ever.” 

“We have seen the deceptive 
politics of not only Israel but 
also the PLO,” said Ramadan 
Kamel, an unemployed youth 
whose family fled a village near 
Ramallah in 1967. “Now that 
the two have got together, 
nothing good is going to come 
out except a sellout of the 
Palestinian cause.” 

“What are toe Israelis asking 
for? A good behaviour certifi- 
cate from the Palestinians?” he 
asked. “Why don’t the Amer- 
icans force brad just to with- 
draw from the land and leave 
the Palestinians to do what 
they want with it? Why all this 
autonomy and interim arrange- 
ments and what not?” 

Sipping coffee in a small 


shop in the sprawling camp, 
the biggest refugee camp in 
Jordan, Mr. Kamel also 
blamed “Arab disunity and 
pro-Western Arabs” for the 
Palestinian plight. 

“If tbe Arabs were united 
and put up a strong front, then 
my family will not be in this 
camp,” be said. “My parents 
stifl believe they can go bade 
home, but I tefl them not to 
dream.” 

Fatima, an elderly mother of 
six from KalkaJiya in the West 
Bank, was furious that PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
accepted a deal with the 
Israelis without securing the 
right of refugees to return 
home immediately. 

“Abu Amrnar (Mr. Arafat) 
and his people will now go to 
Jericho and set up offices or do 
whatever they want,” she said. 
“What about us in this camp? 
Can we go home, and if so 
when? Are my grandchildren 
going to die of old ace here?” 

Amina, her neighbour, dis- 
agreed. “Abu Ammar will find 
a way through soon. We have 
to wait for some time more,” 
she said with conviction. When 
pressed, she admitted that her 
two sons were ardent suppor- 


ters of Fateh, the mainstream 
PLO faction, bat insisted that 
it had nothing to do with her 
trust in tbe PLO chairman, 
“who is honest and trill not 
make bargains on Palestinian 
rights.” 

Mustafa Oheidi, a taxi driv- 
er, accused Mr. Arafat and “all 
other PLO leaders” of “seek- 
ing to serve their own personal 
objectives at the expense of tbe 
Palestinian people.” 

“Arafat would like to see 
himself carried on tbe shoul- 
ders of the Palestinian people 
across the bridge during his life 
time,” said Mr. Oheidi, “that 
is his dream and ambition. He 
couldn’t care less for what hap- 
pens to the millions of Palesti- 
nians whom he claim* to repre- 
sent." 


“Israel is taking Arafat for a 
ride, and Arafat in turn is 
taking us for a ride,” be added. 
“Why can’t they just announce 
that there is not going to be a 
Palestinian state and then 
leave us alone to think what we 
can do to re^in our rights. We 
can do such thinking much 
better without people like Ara- 

“History will record that the 


peace process was not a peace 
process but a surrender pro- 
cess." he said. 

In downtown Amman, mod- 
eration appeared to be bold- 
ing. 

“We don’t know yet what 
agreement Arafat has secured 
from the Israelis,” said Nazmi 
Qawash, who works at a ready- 
made garments store. “I am 
trilling to accept the Gaza- 
Jericho option if it means total 
and unequivocal Palestinian 
control of territory.” 

“I don’t want Israeli soldiers 
to treat me like a beggar when 
I cross tiie bridge next time, o 
ever after that,” he added. ”Ii 
Arafat or anyone else can 
assure me of that then I am all 
in support of the plan.” 

Mr. Qawash 's colleague, 
Saad Abu Rad from Jeru- 
salem, said that was not 
enough. “The return of Gaza 
and Jericho or whatever should 
be coupled with an internation- 
al declaration accepted by 
Israel and guaranteed by the 
United States tbat an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state wiu be 
created m five years. 

“Then I wfll accept eveq one 
meb of land and put up a 
Palestinian flag there and wait 


for five years.” 

Nidal Amer, a pavement 
vendor, argued that “after so 
many years of struggle it is not 
fair that we get only self-rate 
and have to prove ourselves 
before others will consider our 
legitimate rights.” 

“I don’t really believe Israel 
wiS return the land to us. It is 
an tUnsioa that it wants to 
create.” 

Mahmoud A tar, a resident 
of tiie Widhat camp, said he 
believed that the Labour-led 
government in Israel seriously 
wanted to end the conflict with 
the Arabs, “but is trying to 
reach a solution which gives as 

little as possible to the Arabs.” 
“But what can we do about 
it? Nothing. The Arabs are 
divided and some of them are 
even serving Israeli interests by 
Ufting tiie (trade) embargo and 
cooperating with Israel in 
world forums." 

ffisan Shehadeh, his with- 
ered body visibly shaking, pul- 
led out an old rusty key from 
his collapsed cupboard in Be- 
kaa. is the key to my 

home m Haifa. I carried it with 

me when I left. 

“Can Arafat return me there 

to reopen my door?” 



French mother is • 
Eiffel Tower’s * 

150,000,000th visitor 


PARIS (R) — The Eiffel Tower / 
greeted its 15O,OQO$0Oth visit or 
Monday, a 33-yeax-dkI French 
mother who was showered with 
gifts and mobbed by waiting jour- ’* 
nalists. “I don’t know what to 
say. Tm very moved, happy and a 
tut surprised,” Jacqueline. Mar- 
tinez told a swarm of reporters, 
photographers and television 
cameramen at the base of Paris’ 
320-metre ([1,050-foot) metal 
tower. Behind Mrs: Martinez 
stood a downcast Spanish tourist >• * 
who bad missed his chance by a 
matter of seconds. Martinez was 
riven a sporty red Ckroen.ZX-^ a 
Coupe, hoisted by helicopter to 
the tower’s first floor where it 
stood next to a statue of the 
104-year-old landmark's creator, ■ 
Gustave Eiffel. She also received . - 
a huge bouquet of floras, a . 
guided tour of tiie world’s most 
visited monument and a gift 
voucher worth 150 times her age ■ - 
— 4,950 francs (5845) — to bay .. 
souvenirs. It was the third time 
Mrs. Martinez, a security guard 
at Paris’ Charles de Gaulle- 
Roissy Airport, had visited tbe . , 
famous spire which has become . : 
the symbol of Paris. This time she 
brought her mother, two young 
cooans and her five-year-dd son. 1.Y 
The 100,000,000th visitors — the ;*1 
wife of a french taxi driver who • 
won a car in 1983 — was there to 
congratulate her. i~ 




Hundreds of TV 
fens show up for 
U.S. chat show 


afat 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. chat 
show host David Leoerman pre- 
miered his much-awaited prog- 
ramme on a new television net- 
work after hundreds of his fails 
waited outside a Broadway 
theatre to get in. A media feeding 
frenzy greeted the Late Show 
With David Letterman, with tele- 
vision satellite trades, exdted 
fans and a bust of the gap-toothed 
star carved in butter, all outside 
the historic Ed Sullivan Theatre 
where tiie show was taped. Let- 
terman, who received a standing 
ovation from the enthusiastic 
crowd of 400 as his new show 
opened, specialises in off-beat, 
satirical humour and his “Late 
Show” was poised to compete “ *** 
with “Tbe Tonight Show,” a U.S. 
tradition wind) has been broad- 
cast nationally for three decades. 

The taping began Monday after- 
noon with disappointed standby 
ticket holders outride the theatre - 
and CBS Television Network ex- .■ 
eptives watching via ckredrinarit televi- 
rioa in McGee's, an Irish bar next : ? 
door to tbe theatre. Letterman’s 
new venue is a Broadway and ■ . 

television landmark and was the 
site of the Beatles’ first U.S. 
television performance on Feb. 7, ^ 
1964. His move to CBS, after a . 
much-publicised rift with rival 
network NBC, was marked by 
appearances from actor Bill Mur- 
ray, singer Billy Joel, and a 
cameo showing by film star Paul 
Newman. 




Thai king donates 
$320,000 to cool 
traffic hell 


BANGKOK (R) — Thailand’s 
revered King Bhumibol Aduly- 
adej has donated eight million 
baht (5320,000) to Bangkok 
police to help resolve the hellish 
problem of traffic in the capital, 
newspapers reported Tuesday. 
The donation follows an unusual 
personal appeal from Queen Siri- 
kit to do something about the- 
terminal gridlock, which she said 
was putting Bangkok people 
into a bad mood and threatening 
the city’s name, the “City of 
Angels”. “Bangkok is bec om ing 
desperate,” the Bangkok Post 
daily quoted her as saying in a 
birthday message earlier this 
month. The capital was brought 
almost to a halt a g ai n Monday 
night as moonsoon downpours 
flooded major arteries. Cars on 
several major thoroughfares took 
more than an hour to move 100 
metres. 


800,000 take part 
in Netting Hill 
Carnival 


LONDON (AFP) — Nearly 
800,000 people took to tbe streets 
of West London for the final day 
of the Netting HID Carnival, one 
of the biggest street festivals in 
Europe, police said. There *efo 
po major modems of unrest . dor* 
i°g tbe course of the two-day 
event, organised by Britain's 
Caribbean community, but 
attended by West Indtans' from 
throughout Europe, as wdi as 
others. In tiie past the carnival, 
h as bee n maned tty violence and 
attests. Nearly 8,000 pohoe were 
deployed for the event this year. 
Less than 10 people were aneSti d ' 
tor drunkenness.' - 



